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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 

Tjnivarsiiy  ot  Massachusetts 

We  have  chosen  to  highlight  the  Citizen  FteGfijQ-Pgn 
nition  Conference  in  this  edition  of  the  Office  for 
Children's  (OFC)  newsletter  for  two  reasons.  To 
begin  with,  this  was  the  first  statewide  event 
sponsored  by  OFC  to  formally  recognize  the 
work  of  the  Councils  and  the  unique,  and  effec- 
tive, partnership  between  the  Councils  and  the 
Office.  Second,  the  descriptions  of  Conference 
Workshops  serve  as  an  overview  of  several  issues 
which  many  of  us  are  working  on,  thus  giving  us 
an  opportunity  to  share  information  and  strate- 
gies with  others  insideand  outside  OFC  who  are 
interested  in  these  areas.  We  would  like  to  use 
future  editions  of  the  newsletter  in  the  same  way 
to  recognize  accomplishments  of  staff  and  volun- 
teers and  to  share  information  and  strategies  on 
issues  that  affect  the  Commonwealth's  children 
and  families. 

Many  people  within  OFC  have  asked  for  a 
newsletter,  and  I  am  very  pleased  that  we  have 
been  able  to  deliver  this  first  edition  to  you.  The 
success  of  the  newsletter,  however,  will  depend 
upon  all  of  us.  The  active  participation  of  OFC 
staff  and  Councils  is  vitally  important  if  this  pub- 
lication is  to  reach  its  potential  as  an  effective 
communication  tool.  Therefore,  I  am  taking  this 
opportunity  to  strongly  encourage  you  to  submit 
articles  for  publication  as  well  as  suggestions  for 
improvement  or  topics  for  discussion.  □ 
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CITIZEN  RECOGNITION 
CONFERENCE:  GOVERNOR 
PRAISES  COUNCILS 

More  than  200  Council  members  representing 
local  CouncilsforChildren  from  across  the  state 
attended  the  Office  for  Children's  (OFC)  first 
Citizen  Recognition  Conference.  Held  in  mid- 
Septemberat  Mount  Wachusett  Community  Col- 
lege in  Gardner,  the  all-day  program  proved  a 
resounding  success.  An  ambitious  agenda 
offered  participants  a  choice  of  eleven  work- 
shop sessions  and  featured  a  keynote  address 
on  volunteerism  and  an  hour-long  awards 
ceremony. 

The  highlight  of  the  day  occurred  just  after  a 
sit-down  luncheon  when  Governor  Dukakis  and 
State  Human  Services  Secretary  Johnston  pre- 
sented attending  Councils  with  Awards  for  Excel- 
lence in  Achievement. 

In  comments  preceding  the  awards  presenta- 
tion, Governor  Dukakisdeclared  September  13th 
an  "Official  Day  of  Recognition"  for  Councils  for 
Children  and  praised  Council  volunteers  saying, 
"These  local  Council  members  have  our  thanks 
and  our  commitment  to  continuing  the  strong 
partnership  in  which  citizens  join  hands  with 
state  government  to  achieve  the  very  best  for  our 
children."  He  also  urged  Councils  to  join  the 
Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs.  "Children 
are  our  most  important  link  to  a  bright  future," 
he  said.  "We  must  teach  them  that  the  best  thing 
to  do  if  someone  offers  you  drugs  or  alcohol  is  to 
say  'no'." 

Dukakis  presented  a  special  award  for  OFC's 
Statewide  Advisory  Council  to  Chairman  Richard 
Rowe  and  called  attention  to  that  body's  role  in 
shaping  state  policy  on  children's  issues. 

In  addition,  attendees  chose  from  among 
eleven  issue-  and  skill-oriented  workshops  to  fill 
out  the  day's  high  energy  schedule.  Handouts 
for  most  sessions  are  available  by  contacting  the 
Communications  Office  at  (617)  727-8905.  A 
short  description  of  each  session  follows: 

(continued  on  p.  2) 


GOVERNOR'S  ALLIANCE 
AGAINST  DRUGS 

A  blueprint  for  combating  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  among  young  people  in  the  Common- 
wealth, the  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs 
has  been  hailed  nationally  as  an  effective  model 
for  stemming  an  alarming  increase  in  drug  and 
alcohol  use  by  today's  youth.  The  Alliance 
works  by  bringing  together  community  leaders, 
parents,  students,  and  state  officials  in  a 
coordinated  effort  to  prevent  children  and 
teenagers  from  becoming  drug  and  alcohol 
addicted. 

The  Alliance  developed  out  of  a  set  of 
recommendations  presented  to  the  Governor's 
Anti-Crime  Council  in  the  summer  of  1984.  At 
that  time  the  Governor  asked  the  state  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  to  document  the  extent  of 
drug  and  alcohol  use  among  teenagers  in 
Massachusetts.  That  Department's  study  of 
5,078  students  in  78  public  and  private  second- 
ary schools  across  Massachusetts  found  that 
substance  abuse  is  widespread  among  young 
people  in  grades  nine  through  twelve.  Interviews 
with  participating  students  revealed  that: 

•  90  percent  had  used  alcohol  in  their  lifetime; 

•  60  percent  had  used  one  or  more  illicit 
drugs; 

•  drug  and  alcohol  use  increased  as  young 
people  advanced  through  high  school. 


In  light  of  these  findings,  the  Anti-Crime 
Council  in  November  of  1984  formulated 
concrete  goals  for  the  Alliance.  The  cornerstone 
of  that  formulation  rested  on  the  establishment 
of  community-based  advisory  councils  through- 
out Massachusetts.  These  councils  would: 

•  review  school  drug  and  alcohol  abuse 
policies  and  disciplinary  codes; 

•  develop  working  procedures  for  law 
enforcement  and  intervention  at  the  local 
level  using  written  memoranda  of  under- 
standing; 

•  develop  and  implement  substance  abuse 
prevention  and  education  curriculum  plans 
for  grades  K-12; 

•  identify  community  resources  and  treat- 
ment options; 

•  provide  in-service  training  for  teachers;  and 

•  develop  peer  education  programs. 

In  December,  1984,  officials  from  18  commu- 
nities joined  Governor  Dukakis  in  implementing 
the  Governor's  Alliance  Against  Drugs.  As  of 
September,  1986,  223  communities  across  the 
state  have  joined  the  Alliance.  Before  the  end  of 
the  decade,  the  Alliance  hopes  to  involve  all  351 
cities  and  towns  in  the  state. 

For  more  information  on  the  Governor's 
Alliance  or  to  join  the  Alliance,  call  (617)  727- 
0786.  If  your  town  or  city  has  already  joined  the 
Alliance,  contact  your  school  superintendent's 
office.  □ 


(continued  from  p.  1 ) 

*Child  Abuse 

In  FY  '84,  the  state's  Department  of  Social  Serv- 
ices (DSS)  received  24,919  reports  of  child  abuse, 
neglect  and  sexual  abuse.  These  reports  involved 
more  than  41,000  children.  Workshop  partici- 
pants pointed  out  that  the  data  base  proving  a 
problem  exists  is  in  place,  that  successful  treat- 
ment models  are  available,  and  now  is  the  time  to 
focus  on  preventing  child  abuse.  Discussion 
centered  on  the  proposed  Children's  Trust  Fund 
bill  as  a  way  to  supplement  state-supported 
abuse  prevention  programs.  The  group  also  dis- 
cussed the  experience  of  the  Tri-City  Council  in 
organizing  a  volunteer  Parent  Aide  Program  in 
cooperation  with  DSS,  Maiden  Hospital  and 
Catholic  Charities.  Participants  felt  that  teach- 
ers, police  and  others  need  more  training  in  how 
to  recognize  abused  children  and  those  at  risk 
for  abuse.  The  Children's  Trust  Fund  bill  is  under 
consideration  by  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  Handouts  documented  the  fact  that 
nearly  20  Councils  have  at  some  point  been 
involved  in  starting  parent  support  groups  or 
parent  aide  programs. 


*Homelessness  and  Housing 

According  to  DSS  information,  despite  the 
rapid  increase  in  state-funded  shelters  from  two 
to  25  in  three  years  and  the  availability  of  state 
and  federal  rent  subsidies  and  programs  to  sup- 
port real  estate  development,  thousands  of  Mas- 
sachusetts citizens  continue  to  find  themselves 
out  in  the  cold.  Homelessness  is  a  situation  often 
exacerbated  by  underlying  social  problems,  and 
the  road  to  self-sufficiency  can  be  long  and  diffi- 
cult. Many  homeless  do  not  fit  the  "street  people" 
stereotype.  In  some  communities,  like  Attleboro, 
the  homeless  are  mostly  families,  often  headed 
by  single  parents,  who  are  victims  of  abandon- 
ment, eviction  ortragedy.  The  Attleboro  Council 
has  decided  to  focus  on  homelessness  by  endors- 
ing the  Right  to  Housing  Project  which  seeks  to 
establish  housing  as  a  right  for  all  by  amending 
the  Massachusetts  Constitution.  Three  other 
Councils  have  become  involved  in  this  project: 
Chelsea-Revere-Winthrop,  Taunton,  and  Cape 
and  Islands. 

(continued  on  p.  3) 
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(continued  from  p.  2) 

*Teen  Pregnancy 

Massachusetts  ranks  sixth  in  the  U.S.  in  births 
to  unmarried  teens.  Teenagers  in  this  state  gave 
birth  to  just  over  7,000  babies  in  1984.  Currently 
in  the  Commonwealth,  there  are  about  15,400 
teenage  mothers.  Of  these  young  women,  30 
percent  will  become  pregnant  again  within  two 
years.  These  adolescents  run  twice  the  risk  of 
complications  at  delivery  when  compared  to 
older  women.  Infants  born  to  young  teens  are 
two  times  more  likely  to  die  than  those  born  to 
older  women,  while  maternal  death  rates  for  this 
age  group  are  two  and  one-half  times  that  of 
older  women.  Because  60  percent  of  teen  moth- 
ers drop  out  of  school  and  become  economically 
dependent  on  public  assistance  programs,  the 
incidence  of  poverty  is  particularly  severe.  Net- 
working to  improve  services  for  and  open  more 
doors  to  pregnant  and  parenting  teens  can  make 
a  dramatic  difference.  In  the  Worcester  area,  four 
agencies  with  a  lengthy  history  of  providing  serv- 
ices to  this  population  have  joined  together  to 
form  the  Worcester  Area  Teen  Pregnancy  and 
Parenting  Network.  A  call  to  one  agency  results 
in  access  to  all.  Hand-outs  included  an  informa- 
tive fact  sheet  on  teen  pregnancy. 

legislative  Process 

A  participatory  discussion  on  how  a  bill 
becomes  a  law  and  the  inner  workings  of  the 
state  budget  process,  this  workshop  featured  an 
explanation  of  the  "Three  Reading  Process"  and 
tips  on  how  to  get  legislators'  support  for  specific 
bills.  Presenter  Terry  McClarney,  an  associate 
professor  at  the  U  Mass-Boston  Law  Center, 
encouraged  those  interested  in  the  legislative 
process  to  acquire  two  key  publications:  "Lobby- 
ing on  a  Shoestring"  and  "The  Political  Almanac 
1985-86".  The  former  contains  straightforward 
information  on  how  to  build  support  for  pro- 
posed legislation  among  law-makers;  the  latter 
contains  political  and  biographical  profiles  of  all 
Massachusetts  legislators.  Workshop  materials 
included  a  compilation  of  hints  from  individual 
councils  on  building  and  maintaining  good  rela- 
tionships with  local  legislators.  The  suggestions 
were  based  on  many  Councils'  experience  and 
stressed  the  importance  of  fostering  open,  two- 
way  communication  between  elected  officials 
and  the  community. 


*Education 

The  Education  Workshop  focused  on  Parent 
Advisory  Councils  (PACs),  Early  Childhood  Edu- 
cation Advisory  Councils  (ECEAs)  and  School 
Improvement  Councils  (SICs).  Participants 
learned  about  what  these  groups  are,  what  they 
are  intended  to  do,  and  how  Councils  for  Chil- 
dren can  take  part.  Under  the  newly  revised 
Chapter  766  Regulations,  PACs  will  review  and 
advise  local  school  departments  on  special  edu- 
cation service  delivery  in  individual  communi- 
ties. The  Federation  for  Children  with  Special 
Needs  has  received  a  three-year  federal  grant  to 
provide  skill-building  training  for  groups  or  indi- 
viduals interested  in  starting  up  a  PAC. 

Chapter  188,  the  Massachusetts  Public  School 
Improvement  Act,  provides  for  the  formation  of 
ECEAs  and  SICs.  Under  Chapter  188's  Early 
Childhood  provisions,  school  districts  applying 
for  Early  Childhood  Education  grants  must 
appoint  an  ECEA  Council.  These  grants  are 
awarded  on  a  competitive  basis  for  two-year 
periods.  They  must  be  used  to  develop  innova- 
tive early  childhood  education  programs  of  three 
types:  pre-kindergarten,  enhanced  kindergarten 
ortransitional  firstgrade,  and  programs  combin- 
ing early  childhood  education  and  day  care.  To 
date,  89  school  districts  have  received  grants. 
The  Department  of  Education  (DOE)  considers 
the  provision  of  services  to  environmentally  at- 
risk  children  a  priority  for  funding.  A  new  fund- 
ing cycle  will  begin  in  December  this  year.  OFC 
Councils,  DOE  early  childhood  education  staff, 
and  teachers  are  in  the  process  of  developing 
guidelines  for  developmental ly  appropriate  early 
childhood  education  programs. 

Chapter  188  also  provides  for  a  School 
Improvement  Fund.  Individual  schools  may  apply 
for  these  funds  and  must  form  a  SIC  to  be  eligi- 
ble. These  funds  are  awarded  on  a  per  pupil  basis 
to  supplement  school  budgets.  They  may  be 
used  for  innovative  academic  programs,  new 
equipment,  or  other  activities  intended  to 
improve  the  quality  of  education. 

Information  on  ECEAs  or  SICs  is  available 
through  DOE  Regional  Offices.  Information  and 
assistance  in  starting  PACs  is  available  from  the 
Federation  at  (617)  482-2915. 
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(continued  from  p.  3) 
*Child  Care 

The  Child  Care  workshop  featured  a  discus- 
sion of  four  crucial  issues  confronting  the  day 
care  industry:  affordability,  staffing,  family  day 
care  licensing,  and  zoning  restrictions.  While 
recent  daily  rate  increases  for  publicly  subsidized 
day  care  have  helped  keep  costs  stable  for 
income  eligible  working  parents,  affordable  day 
care  cost  is  a  problem  for  middle  income,  as  well 
as  low  income,  families.  Suggested  solutions  to 
the  affordability  issue  involved  encouraging 
employers  to  subsidize  day  care,  focusing  atten- 
tion on  tax  incentives,  and  enacting  linkage  leg- 
islation. Senate  1921  —  The  Child  Care  Linkage 
Bill  —  is  currently  before  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means.  This  bill  would  require  cer- 
tain real  estate  developers  to  provide  free  space 
for  day  care  purposes  or  pay  into  an  "Affordable 
Child  Care  Fund"  on  a  per  square  foot  basis. 

Attracting  and  keeping  qualified  staff  was 
characterized  as  an  ongoing  problem.  The  group 
proposed  several  approaches  for  handling  this 
issue  including:  standardizing  job  titles  and 
descriptions,  promoting  child  care  as  a  career 
option  in  schools,  improving  pay  standards,  and 
organizing  experienced  providers  to  furnish  tech- 
nical assistance  for  new  providers.  Participants 
explored  ways  to  make  licensing  attractive  to 
providers  saying  that  licensing  should  be  an 
indicatorto  parents  of  professionalism  and  cred- 
ibility. Finally,  local  zoning  ordinances  can  work 
against  family  day  care  providers.  Ways  to  alle- 
viate this  by  exempting  family  day  care  from 
small  business  classification  were  mentioned. 

*Building  Successful  Coalitions 

Using  a  case  example  to  illustrate  successful 
coalition  building,  the  workshop  focused  on 
basic  principles  and  strategies  for  developing 
effective  working  relationships  among  diverse 
community  groups.  Presenters  underscored  the 
importance  of  early  agreement  on  a  common 
specific  goal  and  persistence  in  getting  potential 
coalition  members  to  buy  into  a  given  proposal. 
They  agreed  that  while  no  magic  formula  for 
forming  a  successful  coalition  exists,  following 
some  simple  rules  can  help.  The  following  activi- 
ties were  identified  as  crucial:  identifying  con- 
stituency and  support  groups,  gathering  and 
organizing  facts  to  support  a  case,  and  commun- 
icating the  agreed-upon  message  effectively  to 
both  the  media  and  those  who  have  the  power  to 
make  the  needed  changes.  The  group  examined 


the  development  of  the  "Coalition  for  Adequate 
Reimbursement  for  Foster  Parents"  as  an 
example  of  successful  coalition  building. 

*Advocacy  Within  the  System 

Using  specific  case  examples,  participants 
explored  ways  to  advocate  from  inside  a  service 
delivery  system.  Workshop  hand-outs,  including 
a  group  problem-solving  exercise,  focused  on 
strategic  planning  and  specific  "do's  and  don't's". 
The  group  discussed  some  successful  internal 
advocacy  efforts  involving  a  DSS  and  a  DMH 
area  board  and  a  local  Council  for  Children.  That 
networking  experience  resulted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  an  ongoing  dialogue  between  the  OFC 
Community  Representatives  and  the  DSS  area 
office.  Another  case  example  involved  a  local 
Council's  Help  for  Children  (HFC)  Committee 
and  a  DMH  area  office  and  area  board.  By  work- 
ing within  the  system,  the  HFC  Committee  was 
able  to  convince  DMH  that  children's  mental 
health  issues  deserved  the  same  priority  status 
as  those  of  adults.  The  group  also  explored  steps 
to  follow  when  an  attempt  at  internal  advocacy 
fails.  Basic  advice  pointed  up  the  importance  of 
identifying  acommon  goal  and  asolution,  know- 
ing who  to  ask,  and  keeping  all  parties  informed. 

*Finding  Facts  and  Building  a  Case 

This  workshop  explored  how  to  use  data  suc- 
cessfully for  advocacy.  Hand-outs  provided 
information  on  locating  and  utilizing  statistical 
information.  A  chart  showing  methods  of  collect- 
ing information  compared  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  associated  with  each  method. 
Methods  listed  included  person  to  person  inter- 
views, telephone  interviews,  mail-out  question- 
naires, collection  of  existing  records  and  statis- 
tics, and  public  hearings.  A  listing  of  information 
on  basic  needs  and  other  statistical  data  availa- 
ble through  state  agencies  was  also  included  in 
the  hand-out  package  along  with  examples  of 
forms  used  by  the  North  Central  Council  for 
Children  in  a  school  meal  survey.  Presenters 
provided  information  on  specific  instances  in 
which  data  was  compiled  and  used  successfully 
as  an  advocacy  tool.  In  one  instance,  studies 
issued  by  private  organizations  or  individuals, 
economic  data,  federal  statistics  and  affidavits 
secured  from  prominent  experts  in  the  human 
services  community  were  combined  to  prove  the 
proponent's  point. 

(continued  on  p.  5) 
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*Marketing  Your  Message 

Presentations  by  a  professional  media  consul- 
tant and  Springfield  Area  Community  Represen- 
tative Jacklyn  Harris  led  to  many  questions  from 
participants.  Hand-outs  included  a  short  ques- 
tionnaire on  dealing  with  the  media  and  a  listing 
of  pointers  for  writing  and  issuing  a  press  release. 
Media  consultant  Paul  Robbins  stressed  the 
importance  of  having  a  designated  spokesper- 
son and  a  back-up  spokesperson,  returning 
media  calls  promptly  even  when  information  is 
not  immediately  available,  scheduling  of  media 
events,  releasing  press  releases  in  time  for  report- 
ers to  be  able  to  cover  the  event,  and  construct- 
ing press  releases  so  that  information  appears  in 
descending  order  of  importance.  Speaking  "off 
the  record"  to  reporters  was  strongly  discour- 
aged. During  the  last  half  of  the  session,  partici- 
pants viewed  excerpts  from  a  30  minute  video 
presentation  produced  by  the  Springfield  Coun- 
cil entitled  "All  Our  Children".  Springfield  pres- 
enters chronicled  some  of  the  difficulties  they 
faced  in  seeing  the  video  project  through  to 
completion.  Councils  whoanticipate taking  on  a 
similar  project  or  wish  to  borrow  a  copy  of  the 
video  should  contact  Jacklyn  Harris  at  (413) 
735-0321. 


*Making  the  Legislature  Work  for  Kids 

Designed  to  provide  an  explanation  of  the 
legislative  committee  process  in  Massachusetts, 
this  session  examined  how  legislative  commit- 
tees function.  Focusing  on  the  Committee  on 
Human  Services  and  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  presenter  Terry  McClarney  stressed 
the  importance  of  building  and  cementing  work- 
ing relationships  with  Committee  members  and 
committee  staff.  In  opening  the  discussion, 
McClarney  asked  participants  to  describe  their 
individual  experiences  in  working  with  the  Legis- 
lature. Levels  of  involvement  with  legislators  and 
the  law-making  process  varied  widely.  Some 
participants  had  attended  and/or  testified  at 
committee  hearings,  while  others  had  never 
visited  the  State  House.  Discussion  centered 
around  an  upcoming  change  in  leadership  on 
the  Human  Services  Committee.  Each  commit- 
tee has  two  components,  a  Senate  side  and  a 
House  side.  Each  component  has  its  own  chair- 
man. In  the  case  of  the  Human  Services  Commit- 
tee, neither  chair  —  Senator  Backman  or 
Representative  DeNucci  —  is  running  for  re- 
election. New  appointments  will  probably  be 
made  in  January  and  strategies  for  gearing  up 
early  to  approach  newly  appointed  Human  Serv- 
ices Committee  chairs  and  members  were  dis- 
cussed. □ 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  eight  OFC 
staffers  whose  untiring  commitment  to  state 
service  and  contributions  to  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  children  in  Massachusetts  won 
recognition  this  year  under  the  Governor's  Pride 
in  Performance  Program.  The  Program  was 
initiated  several  years  ago  by  Governor  Dukakis 
to  single  out  and  reward  excellence  in  public 
service.  Honored  at  a  special  awards  dinner 
given  by  the  Governor  in  October  at  Boston's 
Park  Plaza  Hotel  were: 

Mike  Avery,  Bette  McClure  and  Martha 
Stetkiewicz 
Substitute  Care  Licensing  Team 

Mildred  Ferrer,  Secretary 
Chelsea-Revere-Winthrop  Area  Office 

Virginia  Souza,  Administrative  Assistant 

Office  of  the  General  Counsel 

Michelle  DeMary,  Regional  Coordinator 

Region  V  Office 

Mary  Ann  Nardizzi,  Secretary 
Capitol  Area  Office 

William  Simpson,  Courier 

Central  Office  □ 


IMPORTANT  DATES 

December  3,  1986 
Deadline  for  Filing  Legislation 

January  9,  1987 
Seminar:  "Developing  Council  Leadership" 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Marlboro 

Contact  Jan  Anderson 
(617)  727-8909  for  information 

February  10,  1987 
Citizen  Legislative  Seminar 
"Legislative  Process  and  Effective  Public  Testimony" 
State  House,  Boston 
Contact  Maureen  Blaha 
(617)  727-8905  for  information 

Future  issues  will  feature  a  listing  of  noteworthy 
coming  events  —  training  sessions,  forums, 
conferences  and  annual  meetings.  These  events 
may  be  sponsored  by  councils,  SAC,  OFC 
offices,  or  other  state  human  services  agencies 
and  private  provider  organizations.  Submit 
listings  for  consideration  to  the  OFC  Commu- 
nications Office.  □ 
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SURVEY  SHOWS  HIGH 
PUBLIC  CONCERN  FOR  KIDS 

A  recent  survey,  commissioned  by  WBZ-TV4 
and  conducted  by  Louis  Harris  and  Associates, 
has  found  that  both  parents  and  non-parents  in 
the  Boston  area  believe  children's  needs  are  not 
being  met.  In  the  first  comprehensive  examina- 
tion of  public  attitudes  toward  problems  faced 
by  children  in  the  United  States,  the  survey 
polled  approximately  1,200  adults  in  five 
metropolitan  areas  across  the  country  — 
Baltimore,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh  and 
San  Francisco. 

Survey  results  for  the  Boston  area  reflected 
interviews  conducted  with  201  adults  and 
largely  paralleled  those  noted  in  other  areas. 
According  to  the  Boston  survey: 

•  Of  those  polled,  53  percent  considered  drug 
abuse  the  most  serious  problem  facing 
children  in  the  U.S.  today. 

•  Over  70  percent  supported  increased  taxes 
to  fund  programs  that  benefit  children 
including  schools,  job  training  for  teen- 
agers, medical  care  for  children  and  prena- 
tal care  for  poor  women. 

•  Of  all  the  institutions  that  affect  children, 
government  was  given  the  poorest  rating  in 
meeting  its  responsibilities tochildren.  Only 
27  percent  of  those  polled  felt  the  federal 
government  had  done  a  good  job,  while  33 
percent  gave  local  government  a  good 
rating. 

•  Of  those  interviewed,  68  percent  thought  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  child  care  for  a  child 
under  age  three  and  72  percent  felt  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  affordable  day  care. 


In  addition,  those  polled  thought  that  teenag- 
ers represent  a  particular  risk  group,  and  that 
fundamental  changes  in  family  structure  have 
contributed  to  problems  faced  by  today's 
children.  Only  47  percent  of  those  surveyed  felt 
that  parents  are  doing  a  good  job  of  child 
rearing. 

While  the  opinions  of  Boston-area  partici- 
pants roughly  echoed  those  expressed  in  other 
U.S.  metropolitan  areas,  some  notable  differen- 
ces were  apparent.  Boston-area  residents  were 
more  favorably  inclined  toward  support  for 
increased  government  spending  on  programs  to 
benefit  children.  They  were  also  more  pessimis- 
tic about  the  quality  of  education  provided  by 
public  schools. 

OFC  Director  Mary  Kay  Leonard  said,  "OFC 
is  encouraged  to  see  this  strong  support  for 
children's  programming,  but  disappointed  that 
we  in  government  are  seen  by  so  many  as  not 
meeting  the  needs  of  children."  She  noted  that 
while  more  needs  to  be  accomplished,  recent 
years  have  seen  significant  improvement  in 
services  to  children  in  Massachusetts. 

Leonard  also  noted  that  75  percent  of  those 
surveyed  said  they  would  be  willing  to  volunteer 
their  time  on  behalf  of  children.  "This  is 
particularly  encouraging  information  for  OFC, 
because  we  already  have  a  way  to  put  these 
people  to  work.  By  joining  a  Council  for 
Children,  people  can  get  directly  involved  in 
making  the  Commonwealth  a  better  place  for 
children." 

A  copy  of  the  WBZ-TV4/Louis  Harris  Chil- 
dren's Poll  is  available  by  contacting  OFC's 
Communications  Office.  □ 
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Winter  Newsletter/1987 

FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 

When  I  first  arrived  at  OFC,  the  "Kraus 
Amendment"  was  the  crisis  of  the  moment.  The 
FY'86  state  budget  had  just  passed,  and  in  it  was 
a  clause  requiring  OFC  to  visit  all  day  care 
facilities  by  January  1,  1987.  With  only  nine 
family  day  care  licensors,  14  group  care 
licensors,  and  no  school-age  child  care  licen- 
sors, how  could  we  comply?  Would  advocates 
and  other  OFC  staff  have  to  be  pressed  into 
service? 

I  am  proud  to  report  that  we  are  well  on  the 
way  to  accomplishing  the  Kraus  mandate. 
Group  day  care  staff  finished  their  visits  in 
December.  Family  day  care  licensors,  most  of 
whom  were  not  even  on  staff  in  July  of  1985,  got 
off  to  a  slower  start  but  have  already  visited  more 
than  half  of  the  state's  licensed  family  day  care 
homes.  By  next  summer,  our  new  school-age 
licensors  will  be  locating  and  visiting  after- 
school  programs  across  the  state. 

Carrying  out  this  project  has  required  much 
hard  work  on  the  part  of  OFC's  licensing  staff. 
New  protocols  for  visits  were  devised,  new  forms 
created,  and  new  workload  measures  and 
priorities  set.  Our  licensors  pitched  in  willingly, 
and  I  think  this  positive  attitude  has  been  critical 
in  the  success  of  the  project. 

In  short,  I  wish  to  commend  OFC's  Day  Care 
Licensing  Staff  for  a  job  well  done.  □ 
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"KRAUS"  VISIT  UPDATE 


When  the  state's  FY'86  budget  was  passed  18 
months  ago,  it  contained  an  unusual  clause  — 
the  "Kraus  amendment".  Added  by  Senator 
Richard  Kraus  of  Middlesex,  the  amendment 
ordered  Office  for  Children  (OFC)  licensing 
staff  to  conduct  on-site  inspections  at  each  of 
the  Commonwealth's  approximately  1 1 ,000  day 
care  facilities  by  January  1,  1987. 

The  FY'86  budget  also  provided  support  for 
this  effort  in  the  form  of  additional  funding  for 
21  new  family  day  care  (FDC)  licensors  and  an 
FDC  reserve  account.  Support  continued  in 
FY'87  when  the  legislature  included  positions 
for  seven  new  group  day  care  (GDC)  licensors 
in  the  budget. 

Carrying  an  average  case  load  of  89  day  care 
centers  and  nursery  schools,  OFC's  GDC 
licensors  met  the  January  1  deadline  with  time 
to  spare.  In  addition  to  visiting  all  of  the  1,850 
licensed  group  day  care  facilities,  these  licen- 
sors investigated  more  than  400  complaints  and 
issued  new  licenses  to  an  average  of  10 
programs  a  month. 

These  efforts,  however,  resulted  in  a  backlog 
of  applications  for  license  renewals  and  reduc- 
ing this  backlog  will  be  a  major  focus  in  coming 
months.  The  arrival  of  the  seven  new  GDC 
licensors  funded  in  this  year's  budget  should 
allow  the  Office  to  reduce  case  loads  to 
manageable  levels,  wipe  out  the  renewal 
backlog,  and  continue  regular  monitoring  visits 
as  an  ongoing  licensing  activity  in  future  years. 

Visiting  the  state's  licensed  family  day  care 
homes  within  the  Kraus  amendment  time  frame 
represented  OFC's  biggest  challenge.  The 
number  of  providers  stood  at  just  under  9,000  in 
1985  and  currently  exceeds  9,500.  When  FY'86 
began,  OFC  had  only  nine  licensors.  By  April  of 
1986,  nine  months  into  the  fiscal  year,  these 
licensors  had  been  able  to  visit  only  361  homes 
in  addition  to  day-to-day  duties. 

While  the  budget  gave  the  all  clear  to  hire  21 
new  licensors,  the  hiring  and  training  process 
took  time.  By  the  beginning  of  FY'87,  however, 
we  began  to  see  progress. 

As  of  September  30, 1986,  FDC  licensors  from 
OFC  had  visited  more  than  2,500  family  day  care 

(continued  on  p.  2) 


BREAKING  THE  BARRIERS 

In  his  inaugural  address,  Governor  Dukakis 
revealed  plans  for  an  all-out  attack  on  poverty. 
Describing  a  five-point  strategy  to  "bring  down 
the  barriers"  to  economic  opportunity,  he  listed 
problems  with  child  support,  substance  abuse, 
teen  pregnancy,  school  dropout  rates,  and  adult 
literacy  as  targets  for  FY'88.  He  also  noted  the 
importance  of  building  grassroots  support  for 
solving  these  problems  and  of  developing 
solutions  that  best  fit  the  needs  of  individual 
communities. 

What  is  striking  about  the  list  of  barriers  is  the 
extent  to  which  OFC's  Statewide  Advisory 
Council  (SAC)  and  local  Councils  are  already 
involved  in  these  issues.  In  November,  SAC 
decided  to  focus  its  efforts  on  adolescent  health 
issues;  and  a  recent  poll  of  Councils  showed  19 
already  working  on  teen  pregnancy,  six  on 
substance  abuse,  and  three  on  school  dropout 
rates. 

Because  its  roots  are  so  deeply  imbedded  in 
the  community,  OFC  is  uniquely  positioned  to 
play  an  active  role  in  breaking  these  barriers. 

On  January  17,  legislators,  mayors,  selectmen 
and  citizens  from  across  the  Commonwealth 
met  at  the  State  House  to  exchange  ideas  and 
explore  ways  to  bring  down  the  barriers  to 
opportunity.  Similar  regional  conferences  are 
being  scheduled  and  OFC  encourages  Council 
members  to  attend  and  participate  in  these 
events.  The  Office  will  keep  Area  Office  staff  and 
Councils  informed  as  more  information 
becomes  available.  □ 


("Kraus",  continued  from  p.  1) 

homes.  Another  1,812  homes  operating  under 
family  day  care  systems  were  inspected  by  FDC 
system  personnel  for  a  total  of  4,375  on-site 
visits.  OFC's  FDC  Program  plans  to  visit  the 
remaining  5,000  homes  by  June  30,  1987. 

As  in  the  GDC  Program,  FDC  staff  have 
maintained  regular  program  duties  along  with 
these  special  on-site  visits.  Licensors  continue 
to  process  between  600  and  900  applications 
and  investigate  as  many  as  40  complaints 
monthly. 

The  Office  is  requesting  funding  through  the 
Family  Day  Care  Reserve  Account  for  seven 
additional  FDC  licensors.  When  these  positions 
are  filled  and  if  the  number  of  providers 
stabilizes  at  9,500,  FDC  case  loads  will  be 
reduced  to  about  375  homes  per  licensor. 

This  project  has  required  extraordinary  effort 
on  the  part  of  OFC's  licensing  staff.  The 
Licensing  Division  and  OFC  are  justifiably 
proud  of  the  high  level  of  accomplishment 
attained  by  both  the  Family  Day  Care  and  Group 
Day  Care  Programs.  □ 


TEEN  PREGNANCY: 
A  GROWING  CONCERN 

The  OFC  Statewide  Advisory  Council  (SAC) 
has  chosen  teen  pregnancy  and  other  adoles- 
cent health  issues  as  its  major  focus  for  1987. 
Teen  pregnancy,  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  teen- 
age depression  and  anxiety,  and  generally  poor 
health  practices  represent  serious  barriers  to 
opportunity  for  young  people  in  Massachusetts. 

In  1985,  just  under  7,000  Massachusetts  teen- 
agers gave  birth.  Of  these,  about  1,000  became 
mothers  for  the  second  time.  In  173  cases,  these 
young  mothers  were  less  than  14  years  old. 

Teen-age  mothers  are  twice  as  likely  as  older 
women  to  experience  complications  during 
delivery.  For  young  teens,  the  risk  of  dying  in 
childbirth  is  two  and  a  half  times  that  of  women 
age  20  and  over. 

In  addition,  adolescents  are  more  likely  to 
have  small  babies.  These  low  birthweight  infants 
are  more  likely  to  have  health  problems  and 
require  special  nurturing  and  care. 

The  costs  of  teen-age  pregnancy  generally  fall 
on  those  least  able  to  provide  for  them  —  low 
income  families  with  few  resources.  Nationally 
50  to  60  percent  of  AFDC  recipients  gave  birth 
to  their  first  child  as  a  teen.  A  teen  mother  is 
likely  to  be  dependent  on  public  assistance  for 
ten  years,  compared  to  older  women  who 
average  less  than  two  years  in  assistance 
programs. 

In  1983,  61  percent  of  all  teen  mothers  in  the 
U.S.  did  not  finish  high  school.  School  dropouts 
are  at  high  risk  of  unemployment.  In  many 
cases,  those  who  do  find  employment  work  in 
low  paying  jobs.  For  these  reasons,  teen-age 
parents  are  often  unable  to  support  a  family. 

Teen-age  pregnancy  costs  society  tens  of 
millions  of  dollars  in  AFDC,  Medicaid,  Healthy 
Start,  WIC,  and  other  social  service  expendi- 
tures. More  importantly,  however,  by  not 
delaying  pregnancy,  these  young  women  and 
men  are  denying  themselves  and  their  children 
the  opportunity  to  reach  their  full  potential. 

While  SAC's  Adolescent  Health  Campaign  will 
establish  close  ties  with  Governor  Dukakis' 
youth  initiatives  in  the  coming  year,  teen 
pregnancy  prevention  and  promotion  of  good 
health  practices  must  also  be  addressed  at  the 
local  level.  SAC  and  OFC  strongly  encourage 
Councils  for  Children  to  join  SAC's  Adolescent 
Health  Campaign. 

Contact  Michael  Coughlin  at  (617)  727-8905 
for  more  information.  □ 
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OFC  ENTERS 

THE  COMPUTER  AGE 

FY'87  will  be  remembered  as  the  year  the 
Office  for  Children  entered  the  computer  age. 
Plans  for  purchasing  new  computer  equipment 
are  being  devised  with  an  eye  toward  creating 
a  comprehensive  computer  system  for  the 
agency.  OFC's  Systems  Project  is  supported  by 
a  $220,000  appropriation  earmarked  for  this 
purpose  in  the  current  budget. 

According  to  OFC  Systems  Manager  John 
Beagan,  "While  our  budget  will  not  allow  us  to 
completely  satisfy  all  of  the  Office's  computer 
needs,  it  will  give  us  a  good  running  start  and 
base  to  build  on.  By  working  out  a  master  plan, 
we'll  be  able  to  get  the  most  for  our  dollar." 

The  Systems  Office  surveyed  OFC  staff  to 
identify  the  agency's  initial  computer  needs. 
Word  processing  and  data  base  uses  surfaced 
as  the  most  needed  applications.  "We  needed  to 
find  out  what  staff  wanted  this  new  system  to 
do,"  said  Beagan,  "That  way  we  can  select  the 
right  kind  of  equipment  and  computer  applica- 
tions to  meet  specific  needs." 

Soon  OFC  staff  will  be  better  able  to  produce 
and  instantly  edit  form  letters,  reports,  and 
correspondence;  automatically  update  provider 
and  mailing  lists;  and  collect,  manage  and 
retrieve  data  needed  to  answer  questions  or 
document  problems. 

"New  equipment  means  that  staff  will  need  to 
acquire  new  skills,"  added  Beagan.  "Systems 
staff  will  divide  their  time  between  training  and 
helping  new  users  and  developing  new  applica- 
tions as  the  network  grows."  Beagan  plans  to 
keep  all  staff  fully  informed  of  progress  as  the 
Systems  Project  becomes  reality.  □ 


CD  NEWS 

*Council  Issue  Priorities 

OFC's  Community  Development  Program 
Manager  Jan  Anderson  has  recently  completed 
an  "issue"  survey  of  Councils.  "I  needed  to  get 
a  better  sense  of  what  Councils  were  focusing 
on.  It  seemed  to  me  that  identifying  Council 
priorities  and  circulating  the  information  could 
benefit  the  Office  in  two  ways.  First,  Central 
Office  could  better  tailor  its  technical  assistance 
and  support;  and  second,  Councils  who  were 
interested  in  similar  issues  could  explore 
opportunities  for  networking." 

Survey  results  verified  that  Councils  are 
working  on  a  wide  range  of  children's  issues.  A 
total  of  23  specific  issue  categories  emerged. 
These  are  listed  below  in  descending  order  of 
frequency  with  the  number  of  interested 
Councils  appearing  in  parentheses  after  the 
issue  designation: 

child  care  (30)  *  teen  pregnancy  (19)  * 
mental  health  (19)  *  special  needs  educa- 
tion (17)  *  child  abuse  (11)*  foster  care  (9) 
*  education  (8)  *  homelessness  (8)  * 
substance  abuse  (6)  *  adolescent  services 
(5)  *  basic  human  needs  (5)  *  health  (4)  * 
multi-cultural  awareness  (4)  *  suicide 
prevention  (4)  *  access  to  services  (3)  * 
camperships  (3)  *  truancy/dropouts  (3)  * 
attention  deficit  disorder  (2)  *  injury 
prevention  (2)  *  parenting  education  (2)  * 
transportation  (2)  *  peace  education  (2  )  * 
respite  care  (1 ) 

The  CD  Program  will  circulate  a  full  listing  of 
"Council  Issue  Priorities"  organized  by  Council 
to  OFC  Programs  and  Area  Offices.  □ 

PERSONNEL  NOTES 

OFC  has  welcomed  into  its  ranks: 

Attorneys  Lisa  DiMasi,  Lisa  DiLuna,  and 
Nancy  Savoie  *  Personnel  Manager  Pat  Libby  * 
Computer  Specialists  Joan  Clark  and  Reza 
Rajaee  *  Regional  Coordinators  Sharon  Thomp- 
son and  Caroline  Ross  *  Community  Represent- 
atives Elizabeth  Bates,  Janet  Lawn,  Brenda 
Marotta,  Faith  Waltman,  and  Kitty  Williams  * 
Office  Manager  Wanda  St.  Laurent  *  Secretaries 
Ruth  Faucherand  Mary  Matthews  *  Receptionist 
Sheila  Branagan. 

The  Office  also  bid  farewell  to: 

Attorneys  Robert  Kubacki  and  David  Aptaker 
*  Office  Manager  Phil  Quinn  *  Community 
Representative  Cindy  Bean. 

If  we  have  missed  an  arrival  or  departure, 
please  inform  the  editor.  □ 


The  Massachusetts  Office  for  Children 
Newsletter  is  published  quarterly.  Inquiries, 
comments  or  requests  for  additional  copies 
should  be  addressed  to  the  editor: 

Janet  Hookailo 
Director  of  Communications 
Massachusetts  Office  for  Children 
150  Causeway  Street,  Room  901 
Boston,  MA  02114 

The  following  OFC  staff  contributed  to  this 
issue: 


Jan  Anderson 
John  Beagan. 
Maween-Biaha- 
Margy  Cittadino 
Michael  Cougblin 


L-oeretia  Hudzmski 
L^frT-hofnas" 
Pamela  Woods 


DEMYSTIFYING  THE 
LEGISLATIVE  PROCESS 

OFC  Legislative  Liaison  Maureen  Blaha 
reports  that  OFC's  first  Citizen  Legislative  Series 
seminar  was  a  great  success.  Co-sponsored  by 
House  Speaker  George  Keverian,  the  series 
targets  both  Council  members  and  OFC  staff 
and  is  designed  to  provide  practical  information 
on  how  law  is  made  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  initial  program  featured  a  comprehensive 
overview  of  the  state's  legislative  process  by 
Anthony  Burke,  Director  of  the  Legislative 
Service  Bureau.  "Massachusetts  is  the  only  state 
to  retain  the  right  of  free  petition,"  said  Burke. 
This  means  any  citizen  can  file  a  bill  which  is 
guaranteed  due  process. 

Former  Representative  Nicholas  Buglione  (D 
— Methuen)  praised  the  Councils  for  their  work 
on  behalf  of  children  and  encouraged  members 
to  participate  fully  in  government.  He  suggested 
how  Councils  can  continue  to  be  effective 
advocates  saying,  "Get  to  know  your  local 
representatives  and  senators.  Introduce  your- 
self when  you  are  in  the  State  House  and 
remember  that  most  legislators  spend  Fridays  at 
their  district  offices." 

The  series  will  continue  with  programs 
scheduled  for  February  10  and  May  12.  "How  to 
File  a  Bill  and  Give  Public  Testimony",  the 
February  offering,  features  Representative 
Patricia  Fiero  (D  —  Gloucester).  The  final 
program  will  focus  on  the  state's  budget 
process. 

Call  Maureen  Blaha  at  (617)  727-8904  for 
information  or  to  suggest  topics  for  the  future. 
The  series  is  free.  □ 


FROM  THE  FIELD 

Christmas  Is  For  Kids 

Attleboro  Office  Community  Representative 
Lucretia  Hudzinski  reports  the  third  successful 
year  of  the  Christmas  Is  For  Kids  (CIFK)  project. 
Born  six  years  ago  when  the  Attleboro  Council's 
Family  Day  Care  Resource  Group  started  a 
Community  Toy  Chest,  this  year's  drive  pro- 
vided gifts  for  1,200  children  who  otherwise 
would  go  without  on  Christmas.  The  dollar  value 
of  toys  donated  totalled  $75,000. 

Since  1984,  Christmas  Is  For  Kids  has  been  a 
cooperative  effort  of  local  radio  station  WARA- 
AM,  the  Attleboro  Sun  Chronicle,  the  Attleboro 
Office  and  Council  for  Children,  the  area 
Department  of  Social  Services  Office,  the  local 
Big  Brother/Big  Sister  Chapter,  and  the  Parent 
Aide  Program. 

Unlike  other  programs  that  solicit  money  to 
help  families  at  Christmas,  this  program 
matches  donors  with  a  child  or  group  of 
children.  Individuals  "adopt"  a  particular  child 
and  fulfill  that  child's  Christmas  wish. 

This  year  the  Attleboro  Youth  Shelter  pre- 
sented the  Attleboro  Office  an  award  in 
recognition  of  the  Council's  CIFK  endeavors 
and  its  work  in  providing  gifts  for  that  organi- 
zation. Area  Secretary  Marilyn  Hackley,  who  is 
largely  responsible  for  making  CIFK  work, 
accepted  a  plaque  on  behalf  of  the  Office.  □ 

*Committee  Opportunities 

Jan  Anderson  is  seeking  volunteers  for  a  new 
committee  to  plan  continuing  activities  based  on 
the  recommendations  issued  by  the  Citizen 
Participation/Council  Training  Resources 
Committee  in  February  1986.  The  new  commit- 
tee will  begin  meeting  in  March.  If  interested, 
call  Jan  Anderson  at  (617)  727-8909.  □ 
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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 

The  spring  Newsletter  showcases  a  number  of 
important  issues  on  which  staff  and  council 
members  are  working.  However,  I  would 
particularly  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
article  describing  OFC's  new  school-based 
initiatives  working  group. 

I  see  the  group  as  important  for  two  reasons. 
First,  it  is  critical  that  schools  and  human  service 
agencies  begin  to  work  much  more  closely 
together,  and  that  schools  come  to  be  seen  as 
a  multi-service  center  for  children  and  their 
families.  Children  either  are  in  school,  or  should 
be  in  school.  If  we  want  them  to  receive  our  help, 
we  need  to  bring  it  to  them.  Second,  the  group 
is  a  test  run  of  a  model  which  I  am  hoping  to 
replicate  for  other  issues  —  bringing  OFC  staff 
from  different  programs  and  levels  who  are 
interested  in  one  topic  together  to  share 
information,  serve  as  a  resource  to  the  rest  of  the 
agency,  and  make  recommendations  to  me  on 
what  OFC  or  others  ought  to  do  to  better  serve 
children. 

We  have  an  incredible  source  of  talent  in  our 
staff.  Setting  up  a  system  to  draw  on  that  talent 
is  of  vital  importance. 

The  group  is  working  hard  on  the  school- 
based  initiatives  project,  and  I  want  to  thank  Jan 
Anderson,  Dianne  Hagan,  Mike  Coughlin,  Bruce 
Hershfield,  Fran  Barrett,  Joy  Camp,  Dot  Leger- 
Lore,  Chet  Leonard,  Vicki  Taylor  and  Kay  Walsh 
for  their  commitment  to  this  new  initiative.  □ 
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OFC  FORMS  SCHOOL-BASED 
INITIATIVES  WORKING  GROUP 

Local  schools  can  provide  an  ideal  location  for 
the  provision  of  social  and  health  services  to 
children  in  Massachusetts.  To  foster  the 
development  of  comprehensive  school-based 
initiatives,  the  Office  for  Children  (OFC)  has 
formed  a  new  working  group.  With  a  goal  of 
developing  better  communication  between  local 
school  systems  and  the  community,  this 
networking  group  will  provide  staff  and  Council 
for  Children  volunteers  with  resource  materials, 
training  workshops,  and  advice  on  how  local 
schools  can  be  utilized  to  deliver  vital,  non- 
educational  services  to  the  community. 

The  term  "comprehensive  school-based 
initiatives"  is  an  umbrella  for  the  many  different 
programs  which  link  schools  and  human 
services  agencies  and  target  schools  as  the 
delivery  point  for  these  services  because 
children  either  are  or  should  be  in  school.  The 
idea  of  using  schools  in  this  way  has  most 
recently  emerged  in  interagency  task  forces  at 
the  state  level. 

OFC  staff  participated  on  the  following 
statewide  implementation  task  forces:  Early 
Childhood  Planning  Grant,  Early  Childhood 
Advisory  Council,  School-Age  Child  Care 
Grant,  Pregnant  and  Parenting  Teen  Challenge 
Fund,  Comprehensive  Health  Education,  and 
Dropout  Prevention/Commonwealth  Futures 
Program.  These  task  forces  developed  imple- 
mentation plans  that  identified  schools  as 
important  participants. 

OFC's  networking  group  will  issue  a  resource 
packet  for  area-based  staff  and  Councils  in  May. 
The  group  has  planned  a  training  conference  in 
June  on  how  to  organize  local  comprehensive 
school-based  initiatives  coalitions.  In  addition, 
group  members  will  provide  technical  assis- 
tance to  area  staff  and  Councils  throughout  the 
1987/88  school  year. 

For  more  information  or  for  advice  on 
developing  a  comprehensive  school-based 
program,  contact  Community  Development 
Manager  Jan  Anderson  at  (617)  727-8909. 


HAMPSHIRE  COUNCIL 
ADDRESSES  JUVENILE 
SEX  OFFENDER  ISSUE 

Joe  walked  up  behind  an  11  year-old  girl, 
grabbed  her,  and  forced  her  at  knifepoint  to  a 
wooded  area.  He  raped  the  girl,  threatened  to 
harm  her  if  she  told  anyone  and  fled.  He  was  17 
at  the  time  and  his  action  followed  two  arrests 
and  four  years  of  therapy,  foster  care  and 
residential  treatment  services  provided  by  three 
state  agencies:  the  Department  of  Social 
Services,  the  Department  of  Youth  Services  and 
the  Department  of  Mental  Health. 

He  is  again  before  the  Court  charged  with 
forcible  rape  as  an  adult.  The  Court  must  now 
face  the  dilemma  of  locating  appropriate 
services  for  Joe  and  protecting  the  community. 

In  recent  years,  an  increased  awareness  of 
child  sexual  abuse  has  resulted  in  the  identifi- 
cation of  a  new  population  of  sexual  perpetra- 
tors —  the  adolescent  sexual  offender.  Samples 
of  national  and  local  data  reveal  that: 

•  of  all  arrests  for  rape,  20  to  25  percent  were 
committed  by  adolescents  18  years-of-age 
or  under. 

•  between  1982  and  1984,  the  Department  of 
Youth  Services  recorded  an  82  percent 
increase  in  the  number  of  juveniles  commit- 
ted for  sexual  offenses  statewide.  The 
greatest  percentage  of  these  youth  are  from 
Western  Massachusetts. 

Who  is  the  adolescent  sexual  offender?  Most 
reports  indicate  that  he  is  male,  and  has  been 
a  victim  of  abuse. 

Several  studies  state  that  offenders  admitted 
committing  up  to  five  times  as  many  sexual 
offenses  as  those  for  which  they  were  appre- 
hended. Some  child  molesters  committed  their 
first  offense  as  early  as  eight  years-of-age,  and 
rapists  as  early  as  nine. 

If  the  adolescent  sexual  offender  is  not  treated 
appropriately,  this  serious  problem  persists  and 
usually  progresses.  Many  experts  agree  that 
traditional  treatment  models  are  not  the  best 
way  to  change  offending  behavior  and  that  the 
offender's  sexually  aggressive  impulses  require 
long-term  treatment. 

While  the  availability  of  community  and 
residential  services  has  increased  across  the 
United  States,  many  states  still  have  few  or  no 
services.  In  Massachusetts,  outpatient  treat- 
ment services  for  low-risk  offenders  have 
expanded  during  the  past  few  years,  but 
specialized  residential  treatment  for  high-risk 
offenders  is  still,  for  the  most  part,  unavailable. 


While  DYS,  DSS,  and  DMH  have  residential 
services,  there  is  no  specialized  separate 
program  for  the  state's  adolescent  sexual 
offenders.  Some  residential  programs  in  Massa- 
chusetts treat  these  young  offenders,  but 
services  are  scattered  geographically,  and 
research  indicates  that  adolescent  sexual 
offenders  who  require  residential  treatment 
often  do  not  benefit  in  a  setting  with  non- 
offenders. Moreover,  there  are  some  juvenile 
offenders  who  present  a  real  risk  to  other  clients 
in  integrated  programs. 

In  the  fall  of  1985,  the  Hampshire  Council  for 
Children  formed  a  committee  to  study  problems 
associated  with  treating  the  adolescent  sex 
offender.  It  evaluated  the  response  of  the  human 
services,  juvenile  justice,  and  education  systems 
to  these  juvenile  offenders  and  documented  a 
serious  gap  in  services. 

To  address  the  problem,  the  Committee 
adopted  a  two-fold  plan.  It  developed  a  program 
of  community  education.  In  the  fall  of  1986,  the 
committee  sponsored  a  day-long  conference  on 
the  adolescent  sexual  offender  attended  by  over 
250  people  from  Western  Massachusetts.  Future 
workshops  are  planned.  In  addition,  the  commit- 
tee is  advocating  for  the  creation  of  a  compre- 
hensive system  of  services  designed  to  treat  the 
adolescent  sex  offenders  identified  in  the 
Franklin/Hampshire  area  and  will  issue  a 
program  proposal  to  key  officials  soon. 

Following  the  lead  of  the  Hampshire  Council, 
other  councils,  OFC  staff  and  interagency 
administrators  groups  have  begun  to  fucus  on 
the  special  needs  of  this  population.  Juvenile 
sex  offenders  can  be  treated  successfully,  but 
not  without  appropriate  interventions.  Those 
who  are  committed  to  preventing  child  sexual 
abuse  have  added  treatment  for  juvenile 
perpetrators  to  the  lists  of  "musts"  for  the 
Commonwealth.  □ 


CHILD  ADVOCACY  DAY 

Nearly  100  OFC  staff  and  Council  members 
joined  more  than  200  child  advocates  from 
across  Massachusetts  at  the  State  House  on 
April  29  for  Child  Advocacy  Day  observances. 
Sponsored  by  the  Child  Advocacy  Network,  a 
coalition  representing  200  individuals  and 
organizations  interested  in  children's  issues, 
this  marked  the  event's  third  year.  Participants 
visited  legislators  to  encourage  support  for  the 
Network's  legislative  agenda  addressing  the 
unmet  needs  of  children  in  Massachusetts. 

Contact  Mike  Coughlin  at  (617)  727-8905  for 
more  information  on  the  Network. 
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EA.  MIDDLESEX  COUNCIL 
TEACHES  CHILDREN  ABOUT 
DISABILITIES 

What  is  it  like  to  ride  in  a  wheelchair  or  walk 
with  a  brace,  read  Braille  or  see  letters  back- 
wards? The  Eastern  Middlesex  Council  for 
Children  (EMCC)  brings  these  experiences  to 
Wakefield's  elementary  school  children  in  a 
hands-on  program  that  fosters  sensitivity 
toward  disabled  people.  The  program  is  called 
"Learning  About  Disabilities"  (LAD)  and  has 
been  enthusiastically  received  by  students  and 
teachers  alike. 

Modeled  on  similar  efforts  in  East  Providence, 
R.I.,  Newton  and  Reading,  LAD  trains  adult 
volunteers  to  teach  a  five-part  20  hour  course. 
LAD's  five  course  components  examine  visual 
deficits,  hearing  loss,  physical  limitations, 
mental  retardation  and  invisible  disabilities  such 
as  diabetes,  asthma  and  epilepsy. 

According  to  Community  Representative 
Marie  Cassidy,  "Volunteers  walk  away  with  tears 
in  their  eyes.  Teaching  these  sessions  taps 
forgotten  memories.  Many  are  responding  to 
cruelty  they  witnessed  as  children,  and  now  they 
can  do  something  about  it  by  showing  children 
that  some  people  have  disabilities  but  we're  all 
the  same  inside." 

Council  member  Mary  Smalarz  designed  the 
curriculum  after  training  in  Newton  as  an 
instructor.  The  Council's  766  Committee 
conducted  its  own  assessment  to  find  out  how 
Wakefield  students  felt  toward  the  handicapped 
by  circulating  a  survey  to  junior  high  school 
students  in  Wakefield.  Students  were  asked  to 
answer  "true"  or  "false"  to  such  statements  as: 
1)  Most  people  in  wheelchairs  are  retarded;  2) 
Being  around  people  with  handicaps  makes  me 
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uncomfortable;  and  3)  If  I  had  to  choose  a 
handicap,  I  would  rather  be  deaf  than  blind. 
Student  responses  were  used  to  identify 
misconceptions  and  commonly  accepted 
myths. 

Last  year,  Smalarz  and  Cassidy  met  with 
school  principals,  parent-teacher  organizations 
and  teachers  to  enlist  their  support.  This  year, 
LAD  volunteers  taught  students  at  three  of 
Wakefield's  elementary  schools.  The  Council 
plans  to  expand  to  all  the  Wakefield  elementary 
schools  by  next  fall  and  eventually  to  the  other 
three  EMCC  communities:  Melrose,  North 
Reading  and  Stoneham. 

"The  reason  LAD  works  is  that  children 
become  the  kind  of  disabled  person  they  are 
studying,"  said  Smalarz.  "Children  walk  through 
a  maze  blindfolded,  try  getting  around  on 
crutches  and  learn  what  it's  like  to  be  dyslexic 
by  writing  their  name  backwards  with  the  hand 
they  don't  usually  use.  They  come  away  with  a 
special  appreciation  for  each  kind  of  disability 
and  teachers  say  it's  having  an  impact  on  how 
they  interact  long  after  we  leave  the  classroom." 

The  Massachusetts  Rehabilitation  Commis- 
sion has  designated  1987  as  the  "Year  of 
Opportunity  for  Able  Disabled  People."  For  this 
reason  it  is  especially  heartwarming  that 
EMCC's  Learning  About  Disabilities  Project  is 
getting  such  high  marks  from  all  participants. 

Those  interested  in  learning  more  about  LAD 
should  contact  EMCC  by  calling  Marie  Cassidy 
at  (617)  245-7430. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Health/Life  Insurance  Open  Enrollment 

The  Massachusetts  Group  Insurance  Com- 
mission is  currently  offering  state  employees  an 
opportunity  to  increase  the  amount  of  their 
optional  life  insurance  coverage  without  having 
to  undergo  a  physician's  examination  to  prove 
eligibility.  In  addition,  employees  may  also 
choose  to  change  from  their  current  health 
insurance  plan  to  another. 

Open  enrollment  will  end  on  July  1,  1987.  The 

Payroll  Office  has  circulated  information  on  how 
to  apply  to  Regional  Offices  and  Division 
Directors.  See  your  Office  Manager  or  Division 
Support  Staff  for  forms. 

OFC  Director  Reappointed 

In  a  State  House  ceremony  on  April  23,  Mary 
Kay  Leonard  was  sworn  in  as  Director  of  the 
Office  for  Children.  □ 
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DAY  CARE  FOR  SICK  CHILDREN 


FROM  THE  FIELD 


Today's  unprecedented  number  of  working 
mothers  with  young  children  in  day  care 
continue  to  generate  challenges  for  both 
government  and  the  day  care  industry.  Recently, 
the  question  of  caring  for  mildly  ill  children  has 
moved  to  the  forefront  with  the  development  of 
several  hospital-based  programs  designed 
specifically  to  care  for  sick  children. 

Under  OFC  licensing  rules,  providers  must 
provide  a  separate  quiet  place  for  children  who 
become  ill  during  the  day.  In  addition,  providers 
must  notify  the  parents  of  all  children  in  care 
when  a  child  who  attends  the  center  or  home  is 
diagnosed  with  a  communicable  illness.  OFC's 
day  care  center  regulations  also  state  that 
providers  cannot  care  for  children  while  they  are 
contagious.  While  these  provisions  serve  to 
provide  for  a  child  who  becomes  sick  at  day  care 
and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  certain  illnesses, 
one  end  result  is  that  working  parents  with  a 
mildly  ill  child  must  often  miss  work. 

OFC  is  forming  a  task  force  to  consider  this 
problem.  Made  up  of  parents,  child  care 
providers,  pediatricians,  and  public  policy 
makers,  the  task  force  will  review  how  sick 
children  are  cared  for  in  Massachusetts  and 
draft  new  regulations  for  sick  children  in 
traditional  day  care  programs  as  well  as  for 
those  in  care  settings  designed  specifically  for 
sick  children.  By  adopting  a  standard  for  this 
type  of  care,  OFC  will  not  only  protect  the  health 
and  safety  of  children  who  are  ill,  but  also  foster 
the  development  of  models  for  providing  this 
needed  service. 

To  find  out  more  about  OFC's  Sick  Child  Care 
Task  Force,  contact  Regulations  Specialist 
Karen  Sheaffer  at  (617)  727-8900.  □ 
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Latchkey  Handbook  Issued 

The  Blackstone  Valley  Council  for  Children 
has  issued  an  "after-school  handbook  for 
children  and  parents."  Entitled  "PALS"  and 
modeled  on  the  Greater  Worcester  Council's 
"Home  Alone"  latchkey  booklet,  Blackstone 
Valley's  handbook  provides  valuable  informa- 
tion for  parents  of  school-age  children. 
Designed  to  help  parents  decide  if  their  child  is 
ready  to  be  at  home  unsupervised  between 
school  dismissal  and  the  parent's  arrival  home 
from  work,  the  booklet  also  lists  after-school 
programs  that  operate  in  the  Blackstone  Valley, 
and  stresses  the  importance  of  regular  tele- 
phone contact  and  teaching  children  what  to  do 
if  an  emergency  occurs. 

For  more  information  or  to  obtain  a  copy, 
contact  Community  Representative  Gene 
Kaczyk  at  (617)  473-3291. 

Adolescent  Sex  Offender  Conference 

The  Region  V  Adolescent  Sexual  Offenders 
Task  Force  will  co-sponsor  a  day-long  confer- 
ence on  June  10  at  the  Bristol  Community 
College  in  Fall  River.  Entitled  "The  Adolescent 
Sexual  Offender:  The  Emergence  of  Treatment," 
speakers  include  OFC  Regional  Director 
Charles  Sullivan;  Steven  C.  Bengis,  Ed.D.,  New 
England  Adolescent  Research  Institute;  and 
Jane  Tewksbury,  Assistant  District  Attorney, 
Middlesex  County.  In  addition,  Judge  Elizabeth 
Dolan  and  Attorney  Betty  Ussach  will  partici- 
pate in  a  panel  discussion. 

There  is  a  $25.00  fee.  Enrollment  is  limited. 
Call  the  Plymouth  Area  Office  at  (617)  727-8945 
for  information.  □ 
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Help  for  Children  staffers  Jane  Ly^ns..  and:Q7 
Cathleen  Wheeler  will  share  one  of  this-yeaY's  ten 
statewide  Manuel  Carballo  Awards  for  Excellence 
in  Public  Service.  OFC  nominated  them  jointly  for 
their  separate  efforts  at  both  securincnB$$8$§3ryCGpy 
services  for  individual  children,  and  taking  the  lead 
in  developing  new  program  options  for  other 
children  with  similar  needs. 

Jane  Lyons  directed  her  efforts  toward  securing 
better  services  for  juvenile  sex  offenders.  In  fact, 
due  in  great  part  to  Jane  and  the  Hampshire 
Council's  work,  the  Executive  Office  of  Human 
Services  (EOHS)  has  created  a  working  group 
which  is  drafting  an  EOHS-wide  plan  of  action  for 
these  troubled  youth. 

Cathy  Wheeler  has  improved  services  for  deaf, 
emotionally  disturbed  children  by  bringing  together 
a  local  task  force  which  completed  a  needs 
assessment  for  these  children.  The  task  force 
presented  its  findings  to  the  Department  of 
Education  (DOE),  EOHS,  and  EOHS  agencies. 
DOE  has  allocated  funds  to  develop  the  program 
and  has  asked  Cathy  to  assist  in  reviewing 
proposals. 

Jane  and  Cathy  have  both  shown  exceptional 
dedication  and  leadership  to  the  children  they 
serve,  which  has  resulted  not  only  in  improved 
services  for  individual  clients,  but  also  in  system- 
wide  changes.  This  is  what  advocacy  is,  and  what 
staff  in  all  OFC  programs  do  on  a  day-to-day  basis. 
Each  of  the  OFC  programs  —  Licensing, 
Community  Development,  Child  Care  Resource  & 
Referral,  Help  for  Children  and  Team  —  give  us  the 
opportunity  to  identify  problems  within  the 
children's  services  delivery  system,  resolve  those 
problems,  and  recommend  courses  of  action  which 
would  improve  services.  I  think  Jane  and  Cathy 
would  agree  that  their  Carballo  Award  recognizes 
not  only  their  special  efforts,  but  also  the  important 
advocacy  work  all  OFC  staff  carry  out  on  a  daily 
basis. 

Congratulations!  □ 
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ZONING  BILL  SUPPORTS 
FAMILY  DAY  CARE 

On  June  25,  Governor  Dukakis  signed  legislation 
amending  the  state  zoning  statute  so  that  family  day 
care  is  now  defined  as  an  allowable  use  of  residen- 
tial homes.  Drafted  by  the  OFC  Statewide  Advisory 
Council's  Family  Day  Care  Committee,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Association 
and  certain  legislators,  the  new  law  clarifies  the 
status  of  family  day  care  homes  in  the  eyes  of  local 
officials. 

The  statute  sends  a  clear  message  to  building 
inspectors  and  zoning  boards  that  family  day  care  is 
presumed  to  be  a  customary  use  of  a  residential 
home  and  should  be  fully  permissible  in  a  residential 
zone.  Municipalities  can  still  impose  reasonable 
conditions  on  family  day  care  homes,  related  to 
such  conditions  as  density,  parking  and  traffic. 
However,  they  must  amend  their  zoning  ordinances 
to  do  so. 

The  Office  for  Children  plans  to  continue  increas- 
ing its  presence  in  family  day  care  homes  through 
regular  visits.  This  additional  assurance  that  chil- 
dren are  in  a  safe  and  healthy  environment  while  in 
family  day  care  is  expected  to  limit  the  number  of 
communities  which  choose  to  establish  zoning  re- 
strictions for  family  day  care. 

Different  versions  of  the  zoning  bill  were  filed  in 
previous  legislative  sessions  and  did  not  pass.  The 
new  bill  passed  this  year  due  in  part  to  wide  support 
from  SAC  and  OFC,  key  legislators  such  as  Sena- 
tors Richard  Kraus  and  Lois  Pines  and  Representa- 
tives Henry  Grenier  and  Fran  Alexander,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Municipal  Association,  many  Councils 
for  Children,  and  family  day  care  providers  across 
the  Commonwealth.  □ 
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OFC  STAFF  HONORED 
Wheeler/Lyons  Win  Carballo  Award 

This  year,  OFC  again  participated  in  the 
Governor's  Pride  in  Performance  Program.  The 
Program  was  initiated  several  years  ago  by 
Governor  Dukakis  to  single  out  and  reward 
excellence  in  public  service.  The  Office  is  allowed 
to  give  two  Pride  in  Performance  Citations  and  to 
designate  one  agency  Manuel  Carballo  Award 
nominee.  The  agency  winner  for  the  Carballo 
Award,  a  group  award  for  advocacy,  went  to  Cathy 
Wheeler  and  Jane  Lyons.  Cathy  and  Jane  were 
chosen  as  one  of  ten  statewide  recipients  of  the 
award,  and  will  split  a  $1,000  cash  prize. 

The  two  OFC  Pride  in  Performance  winners  are 
John  Beagan  and  Rich  Connelly.  All  winners  and 
the  following  nominees  will  be  honored  at  an 
agency  ceremony  this  fall:  Diane  Chadwell,  Denise 
Madden,  Georgia  Gray,  Sandy  Venner,  Lucinda 
Martin,  Nellie  Sparrow,  Madeline  Berube,  Dan 
Moriarity,  Helen  Grembowitz,  Lynn  Powers,  Charlie 
Sullivan,  Cathy  Cranston,  Terry  Neilsen,  Helen 
Mendes,  L.  Carol  Ehman,  Bea  Bowman,  Sue  Birns, 
Jacklyn  Harris,  and  Eric  Lieberman. 

Congratulations  to  all  nominees  and  winners! 

First  Austin  Award 
Winners  Named 

OFC's  first  June  Pankevich  Austin  Award  for 
Personal  Excellence  will  be  presented  to  Bernie 
Updyke,  Region  IV  Help  for  Children  supervisor. 
Bernie  has  worked  for  the  Office  since  1973.  For  six 
of  those  years,  she  worked  with  June  Austin. 

The  idea  of  establishing  an  agency  award  in 
honor  of  June,  after  her  untimely  death,  was 
suggested  by  many  OFC  staff.  June's  supportive 
leadership  style  and  her  respect  for  individual 
expression  and  independent  thinking  provided 
inspiration  and  encouragement  to  all  who  knew  her. 

Congratulations  to  Bernie  Updyke  and  to  the 
following  nominees  who  will  receive  Certificates  of 
Recognition  at  the  agency  ceremony  this  fall:  Jan 
Anderson,  Fern  Zlochiver,  Jane  Lyons,  David 
Michelson,  Dan  Moriarity,  Sharon  Woodward,  Mary 
Thomas,  Jeanne  Voss,  Madeline  Berube,  Lynn 
Boschetti,  Helen  Grembowitz,  Lucinda  Martin,  Lynn 
Powers,  Nellie  Sparrow,  and  Region  IVA  staff  who 
worked  with  June  Austin.  □ 


SCHOOL-AGE  CHILD  CARE 
STANDARDS  ADOPTED 

The  Office  for  Children  has  issued  the  state's  first 
licensing  standards  for  school-age  child  care 
(SACC)  programs.  Adopted  in  August,  the  new 
regulations  apply  to  programs  that  care  for  children 
of  kindergarten  age  through  age  14,  both  before 
and  after  school  hours  and  during  school  vacations. 
Massachusetts  is  the  fourth  state  in  the  country  to 
license  SACC  programs. 

OFC  School-Age  Child  Care  Supervisor  Mary 
Ann  Holak  said,  "School-age  child  care  is  an  impor- 
tant piece  of  the  Commonwealth's  day  care  frame- 
work. 

"Most  schools  operate  on  a  six  hour  day,  while 
parents  work  at  least  an  eight  hour  day,"  she  added. 
"This  discrepancy  creates  a  need  for  safe,  super- 
vised care  designed  to  suit  a  child's  age  level,  and 
available  during  the  time  a  child  is  out  of  school  and 
the  parent  is  still  at  work." 

According  to  Holak,  school-age  programs  have 
two  months  to  begin  the  licensing  process  by  regis- 
tering with  OFC.  Programs  must  satisfy  the  new 
licensing  requirements  within  six  months. 

Six  locally  based  school-age  licensors  are  avail- 
able to  answer  questions  on  the  new  regulations. 
These  licensors  can  be  reached  by  calling  OFC's 
Regional  Offices  and  are  as  follows: 

Region  I  —  Nyoni  Collins  —  (413)  568-9241 
Region  II  —  Penny  Kacyzk  —  (61 7)  727-8773 
Region  III  —  Mary  McCarthy  —  (61 7)  727-8787 
Region  IV  —  Kay  Brayden  —  (61 7)  727-1 429 
Region  V  —  Yvonne  Rousseau  —  (61 7)  727-1440 
Region  VI  —  Tubal  Padilla  —  (61 7)  727-8898 

Holak,  an  eleven-year  veteran  in  the  field  of 
school-age  child  care,  has  ambitious  plans  for 
OFC's  new  School-Age  Child  Care  Program.  They 
include:  outreach  visits  to  SACC  programs,  tech- 
nical assistance  workshops  for  providers,  and  the 
creation  of  a  SACC  Advisory  Committee.  Plans  are 
already  underway  for  a  series  of  fall  workshops  for 
providers. 

"In  addition  to  providing  us  with  accurate  infor- 
mation on  the  number  of  children  attending  these 
programs,  a  good  licensing  program  prevents  prob- 
lems before  they  happen,"  said  Holak.  "We  think 
we  have  a  comprehensive  set  of  standards  and  we 
thank  the  many  providers,  parents  and  Council  for 
Children  volunteers  who  helped  us  by  suggesting 
specific  changes  and  improvements  to  our  draft 
proposals.  We  included  several  in  the  final  regula- 
tions and  look  forward  to  issuing  our  first  SACC 
licenses  by  next  February."  □ 


NEW  PROGRAM 

HELPS  PROVIDERS 

FIND  LIABILITY  INSURANCE 

Day  care  providers  who  have  trouble  finding 
affordable  liability  insurance  can  now  contact  the 
Massachusetts  Market  Assistance  Plan  (MMAP)  for 
help.  MMAP  is  a  new  insurance  assistance  program 
created  to  locate  or  negotiate  coverage  in  a  tight 
market.  The  Plan  is  operated  by  the  Independent 
Insurance  Agents  of  Massachusetts,  a  volunteer- 
run  clearinghouse  set  up  by  the  state  Division  of 
Insurance  and  the  insurance  industry. 

Under  MMAP,  a  corporation  or  individual  meeting 
certain  eligibility  criteria  submits  an  application  to 
the  Independent  Insurance  Agents.  A  represent- 
ative then  surveys  the  existing  market  for  the  type  of 
coverage  requested.  If  the  type  of  policy  requested 
is  not  currently  written,  the  representative  sends  the 
application  to  several  participating  insurance 
companies.  The  companies  then  consider  writing  a 
policy  for  the  type  of  risk  in  question.  If  none  of 
these  companies  offers  an  acceptable  policy,  the 
application  is  resubmitted  to  other  participating 
companies. 

To  participate,  the  corporation  or  individual  must 
show  evidence  either  of  inability  to  find  insurance  or 
of  excessive  cost.  Excessive  cost  is  defined  as  a 
premium  increase  of  1 50  percent  or  more  in  the  last 
12  months,  or  premiums  costing  more  than  three 
percent  of  total  revenue.  The  plan  is  not  an 
affordability  program.  The  eligibility  criteria  are 
designed  to  include  excessive  cost  only  when  it 
constitutes  an  absolute  barrier  to  coverage. 

There  is  a  $25.00  application  fee.  Interested 
persons  should  contact  Frank  Mancini  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Insurance  Agents  of  Massachusetts  at 
(617)  723-2990.  Councils  for  Children  and  other 
human  service  advocates  are  encouraged  to  alert 
service  providers  to  this  opportunity.  □ 
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OFC  EMPLOYEES 
GIVE  GENEROUSLY 

Last  fall,  Office  for  Children  employees  gave  a 
total  of  $10,834,  more  than  ever  before,  to  the  1986 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Employees 
Campaign  (COMEC).  COMEC  contributions  help 
support  hundreds  of  health  and  human  services 
agencies  and  organizations. 

Despite  a  late  start  on  the  campaign,  OFC  sur- 
passed its  goal  by  nearly  $3,000,  with  over  55 
percent  of  all  employees  contributing.  Special  con- 
gratulations go  to  Region  V  where  89  percent  of 
employees  participated,  to  Region  I  which  more 
than  doubled  its  projected  goal,  and  to  the  Central 
Office  where  the  average  contribution  was  over 
$125. 

Last  year's  OFC/COMEC  coordinator  Jose 
Moreira  pointed  out  that  the  successful  campaign 
was  largely  due  to  the  hard  work  of  a  number  of 
OFC  employees  —  Joanne  Sundin  in  Region  I,  Mary 
Lenihan  in  Region  II,  Debbie  Soucy  in  Region  III, 
Rita  Shea  in  Region  IV,  Charles  Sullivan  in  Region 
V,  Phil  Quinn  and  Kathy  Cummings  in  Region  VI; 
and  Erline  Shearer,  Pamela  Ellis,  Margaret 
Cittadino,  and  Loretta  Burns  in  the  Central  Office. 

"The  COMEC  Campaign  will  be  starting  again 
soon,  and  I  hope  that  OFC  employees  continue  to 
be  as  generous  as  they  have  been  in  the  past,"  he 
added.  "Remember,  the  money  is  indeed  used 
wisely,  and  a  lot  of  people  benefit  from  even  a  small 
contribution." 


IMPORTANT  DATES 

Ford  Hall  Forum  Lecture 
Marian  Wright  Edelman,  President 
Children's  Defense  Fund 
"Unprotected  and  At  Risk: 
State  of  Childhood  in  America" 
Faneuil  Hall,  Boston 
Friday,  October  23,  1 987 
8:00  p.m. 
Co-sponsored  by 
OFC/Ford  Hall  Forum 
Call  Janet  Hookailo  —  (617)  727-8905 

Region  VI  Conference 
"Parents  and  Teens: 
When  Saying  No  Is  Not  Enough" 
UMass  Harbor  Campus 
Saturday,  October  24,  1987 

9:00  a.m.  —  4:00  p.m. 
Speakers  and  Workshops 
AIDS  •  Teen  Fathers 
Violence  •  Truancy 

and  more. . . 
Call  Region  VI  —  (617)  727-8898 


CHILD  ABUSE 
PREVENTION  UPDATE 


Historically,  state-sponsored  programs  to  protect 
children  have  focused  on  intervention  and 
treatment  after  a  problem  is  identified.  While  these 
efforts  have  helped  many  children,  current  thinking 
within  the  human  services  community  has  begun  to 
center  on  preventing  abuse  before  it  happens  by 
fostering  strong  families. 

During  the  fall  of  1987,  the  Massachusetts  Child 
Abuse  Prevention  Steering  Group  will  issue  a 
comprehensive  set  of  recommendations  for  a  five- 
year  child  abuse  prevention  plan.  Chaired  by 
Senator  Frederick  Barry  and  Secretary  of  Human 
Services  Philip  W.  Johnston,  the  steering  group 
grew  out  of  ongoing  efforts  within  state  government 
to  strengthen  and  promote  family  life  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

In  his  1983  inaugural  address,  Governor  Dukakis 
numbered  the  prevention  of  child  abuse  among  his 
administration's  goals.  A  prevention  initiative  took 
shape  in  the  form  of  a  broad-based  task  force  which 
began  collecting  information  on  prevention 
programs  throughout  the  United  States.  At  the 
same  time,  the  legislature  created  the  Special 
Commission  on  Violence  Against  Children,  and 
these  groups  joined  forces  to  study  the  issue. 

This  partnership  to  reduce  child  abuse  sponsored 
a  conference  and  six  retreats  in  1 986  and  1 987.  A 
total  of  550  individuals  representing  key  "sector 


groups"  such  as  social  workers,  educators,  the 
judiciary,  health  care  providers,  employers  and 
community  organizers,  met  to  establish  goals  and 
devise  strategies  for  averting  child  abuse. 

To  follow  up  the  gains  made  at  the  April 
conference,  30  representatives  met  to  set 
guidelines  for  creating  a  plan  of  action.;  The  Child 
Abuse  Prevention  Steering  Group  was  created  to 
write  a  multi-year  Comprehensive  Statewide 
Prevention  Plan. 

Through  this  evolutionary  process,  it  has  become 
clear  that  the  social  and  economic  environment  of 
the  1970s  and  1980s  has  exposed  the  family 
structure  to  many  stresses  and  pressures.  The 
family  is  fragile,  and  society  must  unite  to  protect 
this  important  social  institution.  Strengthening  and 
supporting  strong  families  is  vital  in  preventing  child 
maltreatment. 

The  Steering  Group  anticipates  a  document  that 
will  set  forth  both  short-term  and  long-term  goals 
along  with  implementation  strategies.  Those  who 
have  worked  to  see  this  prevention  plan  take  shape 
realize  that  the  hardest  work  still  lies  ahead. 
However,  by  building  on  this  strong  foundation, 
Massachusetts  is  ready  to  move  forward  and  make 
the  Commonwealth  a  better  place  for  its  families 
and  children.  □ 
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This  year  marked  my  third"  consecutive 
Statewide  Advisory  Council  (SAC)  Annual 
Conference.  It  is  an  event  that  I  have  Come  t 
value  highly— as  an  opportunity  to  learn  abou 
new  developments  in  serving  children  and  to 
brainstorm  on  strategies  for  improving  the  way 
we  deliver  services. 

I  came  away  from  the  conference  with  even 
more  respect  for  our— staff  and  Council 
members— commitment  to  helping  children  and 
for  our  capacity  for  organization. 

I  also  came  away  convinced  that  bringing 
human  services  to  our  local  schools  is  of  vital 
importance.  Schools  are  where  children  are  or 
should  be;  and  school  personnel  are  in  an  ideal 
position  to  know  when  a  child  is  in  difficulty. 

At  a  time  when  teachers  and  school  adminis- 
trators are  being  judged  on  whether  students  are 
mastering  the  "three  'Rs"\  we  need  to 
emphasize  that  children  who  are  abused, ill  fed, 
weathering  a  divorce,  moving  from  one 
temporary  housing  situation  to  another,  or 
worried  about  their  own  impending  parenthood 
need  more  than  traditional  instruction. 

Call  it  school-based  initiatives  or  local  linkage, 
OFC  is  uniquely  situated  to  take  a  leadership 
role  in  organizing  community  efforts  to  better 
serve  our  children.  Look,  for  example,  at  the 
success  of  OFC  staff  and  Council  members  in 
organizing  coalitions  that  applied  for  teen 
pregancy  prevention  challenge  funds,  as 
detailed  in  one  of  the  articles  in  this  newsletter. 

I  look  forward  to  working  with  our  new  SAC 
leadership— George  Bachrach,  Beth  Capstick, 
and  Jerry  Mogul— and  with  staff  and  individual 
Councils  to  develop  innovative  mechanisms  for 
assuring  Massachusetts  children  a  fair  chance 
for  a  productive  future.  □ 
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OFC  COUNCILS  PLAY 

ORGANIZING  ROLE 

OFC  Councils  for  Children  and  Community 
Development  (CD)  staff  played  a  key  role  in 
securing  funding  from  the  Executive  Office  of 
Human  Services  for  fourteen  community-based 
coalitions  organized  to  prevent  teen  pregnancy 
in  the  Commonwealth.  Through  the  state's  Teen 
Pregnancy  Prevention  Challenge  Fund,  those 
communities  will  be  able  to  further  efforts  that 
have  united  human  service  providers,  educators, 
representatives  of  the  business  community,  and 
other  local  officials  and  community  members 
behind  the  same  goal— helping  their  young 
people  avoid  early  pregenancy. 

In  FY  '88,  the  Challenge  Fund  will  provide 
support  to  implement  prevention  services  in  five 
communities:  Springfield,  Chelsea,  Lawrence, 
Fall  River,  and  Holyoke.  Planning  grants  were 
awarded  to  nine  other  areas  which  were  judged 
in  need  of  services,  and  had  submitted  strong 
applications  reflecting  a  well  organized 
preliminary  effort  to  develop  a  coordinated 
service  delivery  system  for  teens  who  are 
pregnant,  highly  likely  to  become  pregnant,  or 
who  are  already  parents. 

Local  Councilsand  CD  staff  frequently  play  an 
important  role  in  organizing  local  coalitions.  In 
Lawrence  and  Fall  River,  cities  which  will  receive 
major  implementation  grants,  OFC  community 
representatives  served  as  co-chairpersons  of  the 
local  coalitions  overseeing  the  grants.  In  fact, 
Councils  and  CD  were  involved  in  develop- 
ing each  of  the  projects  that  received  a  Chal- 
lenge Fund  grant. 

This  organizing  effort  around  teen  pregnancy 
prevention  is  one  example  of  how  school-based 
initiatives  and  local  linkages,  currently  a  major 
focus  of  the  statewide  Office  for  Children,  OFC's 
Statewide  Advisory  Council  and  many  Councils 
for  Children,  can  maximize  community 
resources.  OFC  has  set  up  a  statewide  network 
to  help  communities  organize  coordinated 
responses  to  the  problems  facing  adolescents  in 
the  Commonwealth.  For  more  information  of 
OFC's  Comprehensive  School-based  Initiatives 
Networking  Group,  contact  Jan  Anderson  at 
(617)  727-8909.  □ 


SAC  CONFERENCE  '87: 
FOCUS  ON  LOCAL  LINKAGES 

OFC's  Statewide  Advisory  Council  (SAC)  held 
its  eighth  annual  conferenceon  November6and 
7  in  Norwood.  More  than  120  SAC,  local  Council 
for  Children  members,  and  other  interested 
individuals  turned  out  to  learn  about  "Making 
Local  Linkages  Work  for  Children"— the 
conference  theme.  Secretary  of  Human 
Services  Philip  Johnston  delivered  the  keynote 
address  on  Friday  evening.  He  called  upon 
human  service  advocates  to  work  with  state 
government  on  identifying  creative  ways  to 
improve  services  to  children  at  a  time  of 
increased  uncertainty  regarding  the  availability 
of  revenues  for  continued  program  expansion. 

Catherine  Dunham,  Director  of  the  Governor's 
Office  of  Human  Resources,  opened  the 
conference  on  Saturday.  She  described  how  the 
Dukakis  administration  is  working  to  bring  down 
the  barriers  to  opportunity  confronting 
adolescents  in  Massachusetts.  Dunham  invited 
Councils  for  Children  to  work  with  her  office  to 
implement  a  new  federal  grant  program,  Youth 
2000.  This  program  will  provide  additional 
resources  at  the  local  level  to  help  towns  and 
cities  serve  young  people. 

Chairmen  of  the  state  legislature's  Joint 
Committee  on  Education,  Representative 
Nicholas  Paleologos  and  Senator  Richard 
Kraus,  encouraged  participants  to  support 
legislative  efforts  to  provide  local  schools  with 
additional  resources  for  these  same  youth. 

Conference  workshops  highlighted  model 
programs  which  exemplify  successful 
collaborations  between  local  schools  and 
human  service  providers,  and  a  panel  discussion 
focused  on  the  experiences  of  Councils  that 
have  been  involved  in  collaborative  projects.  A 
newly  organized  youth  outreach  group, 
sponsored  by  the  Brightside  CenterforChildren 
and  Families,  and  called  "Cheers  for  Peers", 
presented  skits  dramatizing  teen  pregnancyand 
adolescent  suicide,  and  answered  questions 
about  peer  pressure.  "Cheers  for  Peers" 
performs  for  community  groups  and  other  teens 
on  request.  Brightside  offered  use  of  its  facility 
in  West  Springfield  and  "Cheers  for  Peers" 
members  offered  to  train  other  groups  from 
Council  areas  who  would  like  to  become 
involved  in  this  form  of  peer  education. 

George  Bachrach,  SAC's  new  president  and 
chairman,  presided  over  the  conference. 
Bachrach  is  a  former  three  term  state  senator 
who  served  on  the  legislature's  Human  Services 
Committee.  Both  Beth  Capstick  and  Jerry 
Mogul,  recently  elected  Vice  Presidents  of  SAC 
from  the  East  and  West  respectively,  also  played 
key  roles  in  making  the  conference  a  success. 


FAMILY  DAY  CARE: 

A  WORLDWIDE  OCCUPATION 

OFC's  Family  Day  Care  Supervisor  Susan 
MacDonald  reports  that  common  themes  far 
outweigh  differences  in  family  day  care  around 
the  world.  MacDonald  has  recently  returned 
from  Wales  where  she  attended  the  first 
International  Family  Child  Care  Organizations's 
Sharing  the  Care  in  Our  World  Conference. 

The  four-day  conference  brought  together 
150  child  care  professionals — providers,  regula- 
tors, academicians,  and  policy-makers — to 
discuss  and  learn  more  about  family  day  care 
throughout  the  world.  Countries  represented 
included:  Australia,  Belgium,  Britain,  Canada, 
Germany,  India,  Malaysia,  the  Netherlands,  New 
Zealand,  Northern  Ireland,  Portugal,  Sweden, 
Switzerland  and  the  United  States. 

According  to  MacDonald,  "The  other 
participants  were  impressed  by  the  scope  of 
Massachusetts'  family  day  care  program.  There 
was  a  strong  sense  across  the  board  that  family 
day  care-givers  provide  a  vital  service,  that  the 
public  needs  to  be  made  aware  of  these  care- 
givers as  professionals,  and  that  family  day  care 
providers  need  access  to  support  and  training 
systems  to  grow  professionally  and  increase 
their  ability  to  help  children  in  their  care 
develop." 

MacDonald  first  heard  of  this  international 
meeting  at  the  Save  the  Children  Family  Day 
Care  Technical  Assistance  Conference  in 
Georgia  last  spring.  She  attended  as  a  private 
citizen  with  expertise  in  family  day  care  and 
presented  a  workshop  on  licensing  and  the  law 
in  the  United  States.  Those  who  are  interested  in 
more  information  on  the  newly  formed 
International  Family  Child  Care  Organization 
should  contact  Susan  at  the  Region  IV  OFC 
Office  (617)  727-1429.  Next  year's  conference 
will  probably  take  place  in  San  Francisco,  the 
theme — training  needs.  □ 

OFC  WELCOMES.  .  . 

Rachel  Orefice,  who  will  oversee  the  agency's 
Child  Care  Resource  and  Referral  Program. 
Orefice  holds  a  Master's  Degree  in  Early 
Childhood  Education  from  Wheelock  College. 
She  brings  six  years  of  teaching  and 
administrative  experience  to  her  new  position. 

Thomas  A.  Mela,  who  will  become  the 
agency's  General  Counsel  on  January  4,  1988. 
Mela,  a  Harvard  Law  School  graduate,  brings  two 
decades  of  legal  experience  to  the  Office.  He  is 
currently  the  Director  of  Litigation  at  the 
Massachusetts  Advocacy  Center. 

Join  us  in  wishing  them  well.  □ 


AIDS  AND  CHILDREN 


PARENTAL  LEAVE: 


The  Child  Welfare  League  of  America  has 
formed  a  National  Task  Force  on  AIDS  and 
Children.  OFC's  Licensing  Director  Marilyn 
Gallivan  is  a  member  and  reports  that  the  group 
expects  to  issue  guidelines  and  recommenda- 
tions in  early  1988  for  member  agencies  serving 
children  with  AIDS-related  problems. 

According  to  statistics  released  recently  by 
the  U.S.  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC), 
there  have  been  595  cases  of  AIDS  diagnosed 
nationwide  in  children  ages  13  years  and  under. 
Cases  in  children  ages  13  to  19  years  totalled  148 
in  June  of  1987. 

In  Massachusetts,  state  officials  have 
recorded  24  AIDS  cases  in  children  ages  13 
years  and  under.  More  children  are  known  to 
carry  HIV  (human  immunodeficiency  virus),  the 
organism  that  causes  AIDS.  Officials  expect  80 
babies  to  be  born  HIV-infected  during  the  next 
12  months,  many  to  IV  drug  users. 

Preventing  AIDS  in  uninfected  children  is  of 
paramount  importance.  Adolescents  present  a 
particular  concern  because  they  may  be 
sexually  active,  are  unlikely  to  use  condoms,  and 
are  generally  likely  to  take  risks  that  might 
include  experimenting  with  IV  drugs.  Parents, 
child  advocates,  providers,  and  teens  should 
arm  themselves  with  knowledge. 

Informational  materials  are  available  from 
many  sources.  The  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Public  Health  distributes  The  Governor's  Task 
Force:  Policies  and  Procedures,  "AIDS  Fact 
Sheets"  #1  and  #2,  and  an  AIDS  Information  and 
Education  Resource  Directory— call  (617)  727- 
0368.  The  American  Red  Cross  of  Mass.  Bay 
publishes  two  pamphlets  on  "AIDS  and 
Children,"  one  for  teachers  and  one  for  parents 
of  school-age  children— call  (617)  262-1234  for 
information  on  ordering.  Write  the  U.S.  Dept.  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  forthe  Report  of  the 
Surgeon  General's  Workshop  on  Children  with 
HIV  Infection.  Refer  to  Publication  # 
HRS-D-MC87-1  when  ordering.  □ 


CONGRATULATIONS.  .  . 

to  Representative  Barbara  Hildt  on  the 
October  27  signing  of  legislation  she  filed 
requiring  school  committees  to  inform  school 
personnel  of  their  child  abuse  and  neglect 
reporting  obligations.  □ 


FAMILY  VS.  WORK 

Today's  working  mothers  and  fathers  often 
must  choose  between  family  and  job  responsi- 
bilities. To  help  alleviate  this  problem,  federal 
and  state  law-makers  have  proposed  legislation 
that  would  require  employers  to  provide  paid  or 
unpaid,  job-protected  "parental  leave"  upon  the 
birth,  adoption  or  serious  illness  of  a  child. 

While  Massachusetts  is  one  of  the  few  states 
that  already  requires  employers  to  provide 
maternity  leave  for  women,  that  statute  has 
short-comings.  It  provides  for  an  eight-week 
job-protected,  unpaid  leave  and  does  not  apply 
to  fathers. 

Massachusetts  Representative  Mary  Jane 
Gibson  has  refiled  a  parental  leave  bill  on  behalf 
of  the  Special  Commission  of  Parenting  Leave. 
Gibson  said,  "Now  that  almost  every  parent  is  in 
the  workplace,  society  needs  to  ensure  that 
working  people  are  able  to  have  children  and  be 
good  parents."  The  bill,  H5200,  entitles  either 
parent  to  18  weeks  of  full-time  job-protected 
leave  or  flexible  work  hours  to  care  for  a 
newborn  or  adoped  child,  as  well  as  60  percent 
pay  for  up  to  12  weeks  and  continued  health 
insurance  coverage. 

Another  bill,  filed  by  Senators  Albano  and 
Webber  and  Representative  Rosenberg,  S1213, 
is  before  the  Public  Service  Committee.  That  bill 
applies  to  state  employees  only  and  provides  an 
eight  week  paid  leave  with  an  additional  ten 
week  unpaid  leave  for  either  parent  for  birth  or 
adoption.  The  leave  is  job-protected  and 
includes  continued  health  coverage. 

Many  feel  this  bill  is  more  likely  to  pass  and 
can  be  used  to  demonstrate  howemployeesand 
employers  respond  to  an  extended  parental 
leave  option. 

On  the  federal  scene,  H.R.  925  and  S.  249 
provide  an  18  week  unpaid,  job-protected  leave 
with  health  coverage  for  either  parent  upon  the 
birth,  adoption,  or  serious  illness  of  a  child. 

For  more  information  on  parenting  leave,  call 
Mary  Shannon  in  Representative  Gibson's  office 
at  (617)  722-2200.  □ 


SUBMISSIONS  SOLICITED 

The  OFC  Newsletter  encourages  staff,  and 
Councils  to  submit  timely  and  topical  materials 
for  publication.  Acceptance  depends  on 
availability  and  suitability  of  subject  matter. 
Articles  should  be  between  300  and  600  words  in 
length.  Contact  the  Communications  Office  at 
(617)  727-8905  for  more  information.  □ 


ELDELMAN  PACKS  FANEUIL 
HALL 

Nearly  400  Coucnil  for  Children  members, 
child  advocates,  state  policy  makers  and 
legislators  packed  Boston's  historic  Faneuil  Hall 
to  hear  Children's  Defense  Fund  President 
Marian  Wright  Edelman  lecture  on  the  status  of 
childhood  in  America  at  a  recent  Ford  Hall 
Forum  lecture.  OFC  co-sponsored  the  program 
which  drew  one  of  the  largest  Forum  audiences 
in  recent  years. 

Lieutenant  Governor  Evelyn  Murphy 
introduced  Edelman  saying,  "I  am  pleased  to 
introduce  to  you  one  of  our  nation's  most 
influential  women  and  foremost  child 
advocates."  Ford  Hall  Forum  Director  Donald 
Gratz  praised  Massachusetts  as  a  leader  in 
children's  services  saying,  "It  is  no  coincidence 
that  Massachusetts  is  also  one  of  the  few  states 
to  have  an  Office  for  Children  and  an  active 
community  of  citizen  volunteers  who  give 
generously  of  their  time  and  energy  to  make  the 
state  a  better  place  to  be  a  child." 

Edelman  said,  "This  is  no  time  for  despair, 
handwringing  or  by-standing."  To  combat  a 
"national  catastrophe  in  the  making"— one  child 
in  four  is  poor,  one  in  six  has  no  health  insurance, 
one  in  seven  is  likely  to  drop  out  of  school,  one  in 
five  is  born  out  of  wedlock— Edelman  outlined  a 
nine  point  plan  to  provide  a  "floor  of  decency 
under  every  American  child." 

This  inspiring  program  was  a  first  for  OFC,  the 
Ford  Hall  Forum,  and  the  New  England  Cable 
Television  Association  (NECTA).  It  was  the  first 
time  for  OFC  collaboration  with  the  Forum,  the 
first  Forum  lecture  to  be  televised,  and  the  first 
program  to  be  cablecast  on  NECTA's  new  five- 
state  public  affairs  network. 

Contact  the  Communications  Office  at  (617) 
727-8905  for  a  printed  version  of  Edelman's 
remarks  and  nine-step  plan  of  action. 
Communications  will  have  a  video  cassette  of 
the  cablecast  version  available  for  loan  to 
Councils  and  staff  after  December  1.  Contact 
your  local  cable  operator  for  rerun  dates.  The 
oriqinal  cablecast  took  place  on  November 
18  □ 


REGION  VI  CONFERENCE 
GENERATES  RENEWED 
COMMITMENT 

Over  200  teens,  parents,  educators  and 
providers  attended  a  recent  Region  VI  day-long 
conference:  "Parents  and  Teens:  When  Just 
Saying  'No'  Isn't  Enough." 

Following  an  introduction  by  Boston 
Southern  Council  for  Children  Co-Chairperson 
Denise  Morris  and  Bayside  Council  Chairperson 
Earl  Greene,  OFC  Region  VI  Director  Deanne 
Bonnar  welcomed  participants.  She  emphasized 
the  need  for  community  organizations  to 
challenge  the  simplistic  approach  of  the  "Just 
Say  No"  campaign  and  a  federal  government 
which  "holds  individuals  responsible  for  social 
ills  and  offers  individual  solutions  for  their 
amelioration." 

WEATOC,  a  local  peer  education  theatrical 
group,  provided  insight  into  teen  issues  with  a 
presentation  featuring  skits  on  contraceptive 
use,  teen  suicide,  and  violence.  The 
performances  were  well  received  both  for  their 
comedic  value  and  dramatic  honesty. 

Massachusetts  Public  Health  Commissioner 
Dr.  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith  delivered  an 
inspiring  address  with  underscored  three 
serious  threats  to  adolescent  health:  smoking, 
violence,  and  AIDS.  Her  sincere  concern  for 
adolescent  health  was  especially  evident  in  her 
urgent  call  for  addressing  these  issues  through 
school-based  programs  and  public  cooperative 
efforts. 

Six  afternoon  workshops— one  by  each 
Region  VI  Council— expanded  on  themes 
introduced  during  the  morning:  truancy,  teen 
fathers,  self-image,  AIDS,  peer  education,  and 
teen  pregnancy.  Participants  wrote:  "It  was  so 
reinforcing  to  come  here  today. .  .you  can't  take 
ideas  like  these  for  granted  in  the  public 
schools.";  and  "The  Office  for  Children  and 
programs  like  this  let  me  know  there  really  is 
someone  out  there  for  me."  The  workshops 
reinforced  the  Councils'  commitment  to 
addressing  adolescent  concerns  locally. 

For  those  who  missed  the  conference,  Region 
VI  Help  for  Children  Supervisor  Ferry  Campbell 
is  preparing  a  video-tape  featuring  conference 
highlights.  The  video  will  be  available  early  in 
1988  for  general  use  and  local  cable  television 
programming.  Contact  Region  VI  at  (617)  727- 
8898  for  information.  D 
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GOVERNOR  SIGNS  OFC 
COMMISSIONER  BILL. . . 

On  December  8,  1987,  Governor  Michael  S. 
Dukakis  signed  legislation  formally  changing  the  title 
of  the  head  of  the  Office  for  Children  from  "director" 
to  "commissioner."  "This  important  change  in  state 
law  confirms  the  Office  for  Children's  vital  role  in 
coordinating  services  for  Massachusetts'  most  valu- 
able resource  —  it's  children,"  said  Dukakis. 

On  hand  to  wish  OFC  and  Commissioner  Mary 
Kay  Leonard  well  were  senators  Albano,  Kraus,  and 
Houston;  Representatives  Paleologos  and  Kollios; 
state  Human  Services  Secretary  Philip  Johnston 
and  other  government  officials;  as  well  as  members 
of  OFC's  Statewide  Advisory  Council  (SAC)  and 
OFC  staff. 

"I  am  honored  and  proud  to  be  the  first  person  at 
the  Office  for  Children  to  bear  the  title  of  'commis- 
sioner,' "  said  Leonard.  "While  this  change  in  title  is 
symbolic  only,  the  statement  it  makes  about  the 
continuing  commitment  Massachusetts  has  for  its 
children  is  very  important.  No  other  state  has  a 
separate  agency  devoted  solely  to  ensuring  that  all 
children  are  given  a  fair  chance  to  reach  their  full 

(continued  on  pg.  3) 


Governor  Dukakis  administers  oath  of  office  to  former  state 
senator  George  Bachrach,  Georgia  Mattison  and  Beth  Capstick 
(I.  to  r.). 
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Governor  Dukakis  signs  legislation  designating  OFC  head,  Mary 
Kay  Leonard,  "commissioner." 


AND  SWEARS  IN  NEW  SAC  CHAIR 

Following  the  December  8  bill  signing,  Governor 
Dukakis  administered  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
former  state  senator  George  Bachrach,  swearing 
him  in  as  the  new  chairperson  of  OFC's  Statewide 
Advisory  Council. 

"George  is  a  strong,  experienced  advocate  for 
children  whose  long-standing  commitment  to 
helping  those  in  need  is  widely  known,"  said 
Dukakis.  "I  have  no  doubt  he  will  serve  the 
Commonwealth  with  distinction,  and  I  believe  the 
children  of  Massachusetts  . . .  will  benefit  from  his 
wise  counsel." 

"George  Bachrach's  appointment  to  the  Council 
and  the  Office's  new  status  underscore  the  admini- 
stration's continuing  commitment  to  children," 
added  Human  Services  Secretary  Philip  W. 
Johnston.  During  his  three  terms  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Senate,  Bachrach  served  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature's  Human  Service  Committee.  He 
currently  practices  law  at  the  Boston-based  firm  of 
Brown,  Rudnick,  Freed  and  Gesmer. 

OFC  Commissioner  Mary  Kay  Leonard  said,  "The 
Office  looks  forward  to  working  with  the  Council 
under  George's  leadership  to  develop  creative 
solutions  to  the  problems  children  face." 

Beth  Capstick,  recently  elected  SAC  vice  presi- 
dent, and  Georgia  Mattison,  SAC  member,  were 
also  sworn  in.  □ 


1987:  A  BANNER  YEAR 

FOR  CHILDREN'S  LEGISLATION 

On  January  26,  more  than  100  legislators, 
advocates,  and  administration  officials  and  staff 
gathered  at  Nurses'  Hall  in  the  State  House  to 
celebrate  the  passage  of  three  major  bills  that 
directly  benefit  children. 

Secretary  of  Human  Services  Philip  Johnston 
emceed  the  observances.  Governor  Dukakis  spoke, 
thanking  the  many  groups  and  individuals 
throughout  the  state  who  worked  to  see  the  new 
laws  adopted. 

The  Governor  also  signed  an  "emergency"  letter, 
making  the  School-Age  Transportation  Law 
effective  immediately.  That  law  helps  working 
parents  by  encouraging  towns  and  cities  to  transport 
children  between  child  care  sites  and  school. 
Previously,  school  systems  were  reimbursed  only 
for  transporting  children  to  and  from  home.  The  new 
local  option  law  provides  reimbursement  for 
transport  to  or  from  child  care  programs. 

Two  other  important  new  laws  created  a  Child 
Abuse  Prevention  Fund  to  finance  community- 
based  efforts  to  prevent  child  abuse  and  neglect, 
and  strengthened  the  state's  childhood  lead 
poisoning  prevention  efforts  by  amending  several 
existing  statutes. 

Taking  part  in  the  program  were:  Senator 
Frederick  Berry  and  Representative  Susan  Tucker, 
chairpersons  of  the  Special  Commission  on 
Violence  Against  Children;  Senator  Richard  Kraus 
and  Representative  Carmen  Buell,  key  sponsors  of 
the  School-Age  Transportation  Law;  Senator 
Edward  Burke  and  Representative  John 
McDonough,  chairmen  of  the  Special  Legislative 
Commission  on  Lead  Poisoning  Prevention;  Senator 
Michael  Barrett,  a  strong  children's  advocate;  and 
State  Auditor  Joseph  DeNucci,  former  House 
Chairman  of  the  Human  Services  Committee  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  new  child  abuse  prevention 
law.  Also  on  hand  to  celebrate  were  20  additional 
state  legislators. 

In  addition,  OFC  fared  well  with  four  of  the  five 
bills  it  filed  and  several  of  the  ones  it  actively 
supported  becoming  law.  Two  notable  successes 
were  the  Family  Day  Care  Zoning  Law  and  a  statute 
requiring  school  committees  to  develop  official 
policies  regarding  child  abuse  and  neglect. 

For  more  information  on  these  important  new 
laws,  contact  OFC's  Legislative  Liaison  Maureen 
Blaha  at  (617)  727-8900.  □ 


EDUCATION  REFORM  ACT 
STRENGTHENED 

Governor  Dukakis  recently  signed  legislation 
amending  many  of  the  key  components  of  Chapter 
1 88,  the  Education  Reform  Act  of  1 985.  This  second 
phase  of  education  reform  increases  state  funding 
by  an  additional  $15  million,  much  of  it  targeted  to 
schools  with  high  numbers  of  students  likely  to  drop 
out  of  school  or  engage  in  risk-taking  behavior. 

Other  provisions  in  the  bill  provide  significant  new 
opportunities  for  Councils  for  Children  to  work  with 
school  systems  and  individual  schools  and  teachers 
to  develop  innovative  education  programs  in  the 
state's  public  schools. 

The  Equal  Education  Opportunity  Grant  Program, 
which  provides  funds  to  school  districts  that  spend 
less  than  the  state  per  pupil  average,  has  been 
expanded  and  changed  to  target  schools  that  are 
judged  "most-at-risk."  These  are  schools  which 
have  the  lowest  standardized  test  scores,  high 
dropout  rates,  and  other  indications  that  their  stu- 
dents need  assistance.  To  receive  additional  funds, 
each  school  must  design  a  plan  which  identifies 
local  resources  and  agencies  willing  to  work  with  the 
schools  to  provide  services  that  will  address  the 
most  pressing  needs  of  the  students.  These 
services  could  involve  teen  pregnancy  prevention, 
substance  abuse  counseling,  and  job  training 
programs. 

These  plans  will  be  developed  in  cooperation  with 
expanded  versions  of  the  school  improvement 
councils  (SICs)  created  by  Chapter  188.  In  addition 
to  their  current  membership  of  teachers,  parents, 
and  school  administrators,  the  councils  at  the 
"most-at-risk"  schools  are  required  to  include 
representatives  of  human  service  agencies, 
businesses,  and  other  community  groups. 

The  funds  allocated  to  all  school  improvement 
councils  have  been  increased  by  50  percent  to  $15 
per  pupil.  These  funds  are  used  by  SICs  to  fund 
alternative  educational  programs  within  the  schools. 

Two  additional  programs  were  created  by  the  new 
law.  The  Carnegie  Schools  Program  will  encourage 
the  development  of  innovative  organizational  and 
management  systems  at  the  school  building  level  by 
allowing  principals  and  teachers  to  try  new  teaching 
methods.  The  REACH  program  provides  incentives 
to  schools  that  attain  certain  levels  of  academic 
achievement. 

Intended  to  increase  participation  by  schools, 
parents,  community  organizations,  and  human  ser- 
vice agencies  in  joint  efforts  to  improve  both  the 
quality  of  life  and  opportunities  available  to  young 
people,  these  programs  will  provide  Councils  for 
Children  with  additional  mechanisms  for 
establishing  comprehensive  school-based  initiatives 
in  their  area.  (See  "Council  Survey"  story  in  this 
issue.)  □ 
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PUBLIC  TELEVISION 

TO  SPONSOR  CHILD  CARE 

AWARENESS  CAMPAIGN 

On  Wednesday,  April  13,  1988  at  8  p.m., 
.  WGBH -TV/Channel  2  in  Boston  will  air  "Who 
Cares  for  the  Children,"  an  hour-long  special 
program  examining  child  care,  produced  by 
KCTS  -  TV/Seattle. 

Sponsored  by  the  Public  Television  Outreach 
Alliance,  the  program  will  kick  off  a  new  public 
awareness  effort  called  Child  Care  America. 
Channel  2  has  invited  interested  organizations  and 
individuals  to  join  this  important  outreach  effort. 
Four  Councils  —  Attleboro,  Cape  Ann,  Eastern 
Middlesex  and  West  Suburban  —  have  already 
answered  the  call,  as  has  OFC  Central. 

After  the  special  airs,  WGBH  will  provide  OFC 
with  a  taped  copy  of  the  program  for  use  at 
community  forums,  local  public  education 
programs  and  Council  meetings.  The  station  has 
also  offered  to  distribute  a  child  care  resource  list 
that  will  tell  interested  individuals  how  to  find  day 
care  or  who  to  contact  to  get  involved  in  supporting 
child  care.  OFC,  its  CCR&R  network  and  Councils 
will  be  listed. 

The  station  will  also  distribute  a  listing  of  child 
care  related  events  planned  for  the  months  of  April, 
May  and  June.  To  find  out  more  about  Child  Care 
America,  contact  Janet  Hookailo  at  (617)  727- 
8900.  □ 

Governor  Signs  (continued  from  pg.  1) 

potential.  Since  1972,  the  Office  has  helped  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  Commonwealth's  children 
on  their  way  to  a  productive  future  through  its 
Licensing,  Help  for  Children,  and  Child  Care  Re- 
source and  Referral  programs.  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  all  of  you  to  continue  this  important 
work."  □ 


The  OFC  Newsletter  is  published  quarterly. 
Address  comments  or  requests  for  additional 
copies  to  the  editor: 

Janet  Hookailo,  Director  of  Communications 
Massachusetts  Office  for  Children 
10  West  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 11 

Contributing  to  this  issue  were: 

Jan  Anderson  Ben  Cohen 

Maureen  Blaha  Michael  Coughlin 


CAMBRIDGE  COUNCIL  SURVEY 
LAYS  GROUNDWORK  FOR 
LOCAL  INITIATIVES 

Comprehensive  school-based  initiatives  — 
programs  that  seek  to  use  local  schools  as  the 
delivery  point  for  a  wide  range  of  social  and  health 
services  —  are  currently  evolving  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  Drawing  upon  financial  support 
available  under  Chapter  188  of  the  Acts  of  1985 
and  a  variety  of  state-sponsored  "challenge" 
funds,  these  initiatives  may  encompass  early 
childhood  programs,  pregnant  and  parenting  teen 
services,  dropout  prevention  efforts, 
comprehensive  health  education,  or  other  services 
for  children  and  families. 

Councils  for  Children  are  playing  a  significant 
role  in  developing  local  school-based  programs  by 
assessing  their  communities'  needs  for  such  pro- 
grams, educating  communities  about  their  poten- 
tial, and  coordinating  or  offering  technical 
assistance  to  groups  working  on  their 
development. 

For  instance,  last  summer  the  Teen  Issues 
Committee  of  the  Cambridge  Council  decided  to 
ask  parents  their  views  on  the  need  for  a 
comprehensive  health  curriculum  in  the  public 
schools.  During  a  one  night  "phonathon,"  the 
Council  surveyed  100  parents  on  sex  education, 
drug  abuse,  AIDS,  suicide,  and  family  violence.  The 
survey  revealed  that  parents  generally  recognized 
the  importance  of  comprehensive  health  education 
for  their  children,  and  would  support  a  program 
designed  to  provide  that  education. 

The  information  collected  in  the  Council's  survey 
is  being  used  to  develop  a  comprehensive  health 
education  curriculum  in  the  Cambridge  Public 
Schools.  Funding  is  being  provided  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  and  by  the  local  Teen 
Pregnancy  Prevention  Coalition.  The  Council  also 
plans  to  use  the  survey  data  to  develop  parent 
forums  and  public  education  materials. 

For  more  information  or  for  advice  on  developing 
school-based  initiatives,  contact  Community 
Development  Manager  Jan  Anderson  at  OFC  in 
Boston  (617)  727-8900.  □ 


OFC  ON  THE  MOVE 

OFC's  Central  Office  has  a  new  home!  After 
February  19,  send  mail  to  the  OFC  at  10  West 
Street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 .  All  staff  and  divisions  can 
be  reached  by  calling  (617)  727-8900. 
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FIRST  AUSTIN  MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP  AWARDED 

The  University  of  Lowell  has  awarded  the  first 
June  Pankevich  Austin  Memorial  Scholarship  to  Kim 
Furlong,  Class  of  1987.  Kim  is  majoring  in  mechan- 
ical engineering  and  has  a  3.3  grade  point  average. 
A  native  of  New  York,  she  was  starting  goalie  for  the 
U.  Lowell  women's  field  hockey  team,  and  played  on 
the  women's  varsity  softball  team. 

The  June  Pankevich  Austin  Memorial  Scholarship 
was  established  after  her  untimely  death  in  October 
1 985,  and  endowed  by  her  family,  co-workers  and 
friends.  Many  Council  for  Children  members  made 
contributions  as  well. 

June  Austin  worked  at  the  Office  for  Children  from 
1979  until  October  1985.  During  those  years,  she 
served  as  a  Community  Representative,  Regional 
Coordinator  and  Regional  Director.  Austin  also 
taught  at  the  University  of  Lowell.  Her  life  was 
characterized  by  a  striving  for  excellence  that 
combined  high  personal  and  professional  integrity 
with  imagination  and  creativity. 

June  would  be  honored  by  the  establishment  of 
this  fund  in  her  memory  and  proud  of  the  firsi, 
scholarship  recipient. 


NOTEWORTHY  EVENTS 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNCIL 
15th  Anniversary 
BENEFIT  CONCERT 
featuring 

Nanci  Griffith  and  the  Blue  Moon  Orchestra 
with 

Special  Guest  TOM  RUSH 
Sunday,  March  27,  7:30  p.m. 
Smith  College,  Northampton 
Call  (413)  584-7972  for  ticket  information 
A  "DON'T  MISS"  EVENT 


MEN  IN  CHILD  CARE: 

BREAKING  STEREOTYPES 

Of  the  conservatively  estimated  30,000  child  care 
workers  in  Massachusetts,  only  about  400  are  men 
—  just  over  one  percent.  In  late  January,  more  than 
40  of  these  child  care  professionals  attended  OFC's 
Men  in  Child  Care  Conference  at  the  Worcester 
Marriot  Hotel.  Conference  workshops  focused  on 
issues  of  particular  concern  to  male  care-takers  and 
explored  ways  to  encourage  more  men  to  enter  the 
field. 

At  a  workshop  on  "Maintaining  a  Positive  Profes- 
sional Image,"  led  by  Northampton  psychotherapist 
Sam  Femiano,  participants  explored  how  they 
perceive  themselves  as  child  care  professionals, 
and  discussed  their  reasons  for  working  in  child 
care.  "It's  a  job  where  I  feel  I  get  more  back  than 
what  I  give,"  said  one  teacher.  Most  felt  that  men 
have  a  unique  opportunity  to  provide  children  with 
positive,  nurturing  male  role  models. 

Another  workshop  dealt  with  "Facing 
Accusations  of  Child  Abuse,"  and  examined  the 
stigma  associated  with  being  a  male  child  care 
worker.  Participants  consistently  cited  examples  of 
how  parents  expressed  mistrust  and  misgivings 
about  leaving  their  child  with  a  man.  One  family  day 
care  provider  deals  with  this  by  telling  parents  at 
day's  end  about  any  necessary  physical  contact 
with  the  child.  Child  care  consultant  Steve  Shuman 
encouraged  participants  to  become  informed  about 
what  happens  after  an  abuse  report  is  filed  with  the 
state.  "Be  preventive,"  he  said.  "Know  your  rights. 
Don't  wait  until  someone  gets  accused  to  find  out 
what  will  happen."  To  help  prevent  real  instances  of 
abuse,  participants  felt  centers  should  use  careful 
screening  policies  for  new  employees. 

Stu  Kleinman,  an  information  and  referral 
counselor  at  the  Child  Care  Resource  Center  in 
Cambridge  —  one  of  12  OFC-supported  resource 
and  referral  agencies  —  led  a  workshop  on 
"Recruiting  Male  Workers  for  Child  Care." 

Participants  brainstormed  ways  to  make  child 
care  more  visible  and  attractive  to  males. 
Suggestions  included  raising  wage  levels,  actively 
pursuing  funding  sources  and  supporting  the  federal 
ABC  bill.  Ideas  for  attracting  student  populations 
included  bringing  child  care  courses  to  high  schools, 
involving  teen  work  programs,  and  approaching 
college  placement  offices. 

Men  interested  in  child  care  as  a  career  choice 
can  contact  Kleinman  at  CCRC,  (61 7)  547-1063.  □ 
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FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER 

Among  the  articles  included  in  this  issue  of  the  OFC 
Newsletter  is  one  which  makes  me  very  proud.  It 
announces  this  year's  nominees  for  the  Governor's  Pride 
in  Performance  awards,  as  well  as  the  recipient  of  OFC's 
June  Pankevitch  Austin  Award  for  Personal  Excellence. 

I  know  how  difficult  it  was  for  the  selection  committee 
to  choose  from  among  the  talented  field  nominated  by  co- 
workers and  supervisors,  because  I,  too,  read  all  of  the 
nominations  which  were  submitted.  Not  only  was  I 
impressed  by  the  contributions  the  nominees  made  to 
improving  the  lives  of  children  and  families  in  the 
Commonwealth,  but  I  was  also  struck  by  the  understand- 
ing OFC  staff  have  of  the  jobs  their  co-workers  do,  and 
the  respect  staff  have  for  each  other. 

I  am  proud  to  join  with  other  OFC  staff,  and  friends  and 
family  of  the  honorees  in  extending  my  congratulations 
to  OFC's  award  winners  Shirley  Heffron,  Loretta  Burns, 
Michelle  DeMary,  Suzanne  Black  and  Cynthia  Farnham. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  superior  work  standards, 
these  individuals  have  each  made  valuable  personal 
contributions  to  public  service  and  to  our  clients— the 
children  and  families  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Shirley,  always  ready  for  a  challenge,  took  on  the 
development  of  a  new  accounting  system  when  the  two 
Region  IV  Offices  merged.  Taking  the  best  of  both  old  sys- 
tems, she  added  additional  features  creating  a  new  sys- 
tem that  helps  both  regional  and  area  staff  track  costs  and 
get  the  most  for  their  money.  Loretta,  known  for  her  sense 
of  humor,  has  guided  field  staff  through  the  development 
of  our  Help  for  Children  data  system.  Michelle,  ever 
enthusiastic,  maintained  a  high  level  of  job  performance 
while  filling  the  void  resulting  from  vacancies  in  four  out 
of  seven  Region  V  area  offices.  Finally,  exemplifying  the 
best  of  teamwork,  Cynthia  and  Suzanne  of  our  Fall  River 
Area  Office  worked  together  to  show  how  OFC's  Help  for 
Children  and  Community  Development  programs- 
acting  in  tandem— can  improve  services  to  children  and 
raise  public  awareness  of  the  challenges  our  children 
face. 

Again,  congratulations.  You  exemplify  something  I  am 
proud  to  be  a  part  of— the  committed,  creative  staff  of  the 
Office  for  Children. 


rsiiy  of 
OFC/NURSING 

HOME  INDUSTRY 

CO-SPONSOR  CONFERENCE 

More  than  100  nursing  home  administrators  and 
directors  of  nursing  met  at  a  day-long  conference  in 
Worcester  in  early  June  to  learn  about  child  care  and  how 
employers  can  help  employees  balance  job  and  family 
obligations.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Office  for  Children  and 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Nursing  Homes,  the 
conference  featured  OFC  Commissioner  Mary  Kay 
Leonard  as  opening  speaker,  and  PACE  Child  Care 
Resource  Exchange  (CCRE)  Project  Director  Cindy 
Loomer,  who  discussed  child  care  options  including  on- 
site  care,  sick  child  care,  employee  benefit  packages  and 
information  and  referral  services.  CCRE  is  one  of  the  12 
child  care  resource  and  referral  agencies  that  make  up 
OFC's  statewide  publicly  supported  resource  and  referral 
network.  Two  licensors— Penny  Kaczyk  and  Tricia 
Kelley— also  attended  to  respond  to  participants' 
questions  on  OFC's  licensing  standards. 

Federation  Executive  Vice  President  Ned  Morse  said, 
"Nursing  homes  are  having  difficulty  attracting  and 
keeping  qualified  staff.  The  vast  majority  of  our 
employees  are  women,  many  of  whom  are  mothers  who 
must  have  reliable  safe  child  care  in  order  to  work.  If  we 
can  help  nursing  home  workers  with  child  care,  we  can 
solve  our  current  staffing  concerns  and  help  foster  the 
work  force  of  the  future  by  supporting  safe  nurturing  care 
settings  for  children." 

Fifteen  Massachusetts  nursing  homes  now  offer  on- 
site  child  care  services.  A  growing  number  of  facilities  are 
exploring  other  ways  to  support  child  care. 

"The  atmosphere  at  the  conference  was  definitely 
upbeat,"  added  Morse.  "People  came  to  learn  and  left 
with  good  information  and  lots  of  ideas." 
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COUNCIL 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

In  FY  '87,  OFC's  affiliated  Councils  for  Children  worked 
throughout  the  state  to  improve  services  to  children  and 
raise  public  awareness  of  the  many  challenges  today's 
young  people  face.  Councils  sponsored  community 
resource  events,  conducted  local  needs  assessments, 
published  resource  directories,  and  sponsored  educa- 
tional forums.  Highlights  included  the  following  events: 

•  The  Westfield  Council  held  a  conference  on  sex 
education  attended  by  more  than  300  parents,  and 
produced  a  Child  Sexual  Abuse  Resource  and 
Service  Directory  for  families  and  professionals. 

•  The  Wachusett  Council  published  The  Children's 
Yellow  Pages,  a  comprehensive  listing  of  children's 
services  available  in  the  12-town  Gardner-Barre 
area. 

•  The  six  Metropolitan  Boston  Councils  sponsored  a 
conference  to  explore  problems  affecting  adoles- 
cents. "Parents  and  Teens:  When  Just  Saying 
'No'  Isn't  Enough,"  brought  together  200  parents, 
teenagers  and  professionals. 

•  The  Taunton  Council  published  a  report,  Public 
Opinion  on  Family  Needs  in  the  Taunton  Area, 

and  a  human  services  directory,  Bridges. 

•  The  Coastline  Council  issued  a  Community  Review 
report  on  a  local  day  care  provider.  The  Report 
recommended  several  improvements  to  the  pro- 
gram including  on-site  staff  training  sessions.  Seven 
workshop  presentations  have  already  been  con- 
ducted for  that  program's  staff. 

•  The  Eastern  Middlesex  Council  sponsored  a 
"Learning  About  Disabilities"  program  in  the 
Wakefield  schools.  The  Council's  efforts  featured  a 
hands-on  approach  to  foster  sensitivity  toward 
disabled  people. 

As  FY  '88  winds  down,  Councils  anticipate  completing 
another  busy  and  successful  year.  Among  other  issues, 
the  current  year  saw  Councils  focusing  on  teen 
pregnancy,  special  education,  child  care,  housing/ 
homelessness,  health,  child  abuse  prevention,  and 
children's  mental  health/mental  retardation  needs. 

For  more  information  on  Councils  for  Children,  call  Jan 
Anderson  at  727-8900. 


FEDERAL 
LEGISLATION 

The  ABC  bill  (Alliance  for  Better  Child  Care),  HR3660/ 
S1885,  addresses  on  a  national  level  the  need  for 
affordable,  available  quality  child  care.  While  more  than 
100  child  care-related  bills  have  been  filed,  the  most 
comprehensive  bill  with  the  broadest  base  of  support  is 
the  ABC  bill. 

Sponsored  by  Senator  Dodd  (D-Conn.)  and  Represen- 
tative Kildee  (D-Mich.),  this  bill  has  captured  the  attention 
of  the  media  and  has  provided  a  forum  for  public  dialogue 
throughout  the  country.  At  press  time,  Massachusetts' 
Senators  Kennedy  and  Kerry  had  declared  their  support 
for  the  bill  as  have  all  the  Commonwealth's  Congress- 
men, except  for  Representatives  Early,  Moakley,  and 
Donnelly.  There  has  not  been  this  level  of  interest  in  day 
care  in  the  national  legislative  arena  since  the  early 
1970's  when  President  Nixon  vetoed  legislation  that 
would  have  created  a  universal  child  care  system. 

Because  Massachusetts  is  well  advanced  in  terms  of 
licensing  requirements,  resource  and  referral  networks 
and  staff  training  opportunities,  ABC  would  provide  over 
33  million  dollars  in  federal  funds  to  further  enhance  the 
Massachusetts  child  care  system.  These  funds  would  be 
available  to  provide: 

•  tuition  assistance  to  working  families  earning  less 
than  1 1 5  percent  of  the  state's  median  income: 

•  grant  and  low-interest  loan  programs  to  start  up  and 
expand  child  care  services; 

•  expanded  training  opportunities  for  family  day  care 
providers  and  staff  at  day  care  centers;  and 

•  additional  wage  supports  for  child  care  workers. 

Two  additional  federal  bills  of  note  are  Smart  Start, 
S2270,  sponsored  by  Senator  Kennedy  (D-Mass.);  and 
the  Child  Care  Services  Improvement  Act,  S1678, 
sponsored  by  Senator  Hatch  (R-Utah). 

The  Hatch  bill  authorizes  $875  million  over  three  years 
targeted  to  the  private  sector  and  allowing  tax  credits  to 
employers  who  offer  on-  or  near-site  child  care  for 
employees  and  the  community.  The  bill  also  requires  that 
employee  cafeteria  benefit  plans  include  a  dependent 
care  assistance  option. 

Smart  Start  authorizes  grants  to  states  and  localities 
to  provide  early  education  programs  for  children  the  year 
before  they  enter  kindergarten.  The  programs  must 
operate  for  the  full  work-day  year  round  to  help  working 
parents  manage  child  care.  With  a  price  tag  of  $4.25 
billion  over  five  years,  the  bill  would  reserve  50  percent 
of  the  slots  for  low  income  families,  and  50  percent  for 
parents  who  could  pay  on  a  sliding  fee  scale. 

For  more  information  on  federal  legislation,  contact 
your  U.S.  Congressman  or  Senator. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
YOUTH  NETWORK 
FORMING 

More  than  20  young  people  from  Massachusetts 
attended  the  Child  Welfare  League's  Annual  Conference 
in  Washington  D.C.  in  March.  This  group  will  form  the 
nucleus  of  the  Massachusetts  Youth  Network,  a  youth 
organizing  project  initiated  by  OFC's  Statewide  Advisory 
Council  (SAC)  and  funded  by  the  Teen  Pregnancy 
Prevention  Challenge  Fund. 

At  the  conference,  youth  participants  attended 
workshops  introducing  them  to  CWLA's  Youth  Reach- 
Out  Program.  A  five-day  schedule  of  workshops  and 
other  activities  introduced  the  participants  to  organizing 
techniques  useful  in  working  effectively  with  other 
organizations  and  with  adults,  and  to  exercises  for 
building  self-confidence  and  assertiveness. 

Baystate  youth  delegates  attended  a  rally  on  Capitol 
Hill  and  met  with  Senator  Kennedy  and  aides  to 
Congressman  Atkins  and  Senator  Kerry  to  seek  support 
for  the  Young  Americans  Act  and  other  federal  legislation. 
The  aides  representing  Atkins  and  Kerry  assured  the 
group  that  the  Congressman  and  Senator  would  co- 
sponsor  the  Young  Americans  Act. 

The  Massachusetts  Youth  Network  received  further 
attention  on  Child  Advocacy  Day,  when  Network  member 
Jennifer  Schaefer  of  Clinton  introduced  Governor 
Dukakis  to  the  300  participating  advocates. 


OFC  WORKS 
WITH  MEDIA 
TO  PROMOTE 
CHILD  CARE 

OFC  is  continuing  to  assist  media  outlets  in  promoting 
or  developing  special  reports  on  child  care  in  Massachu- 
setts. In  addition  to  assuming  a  key  role  in  promoting  the 
WGBH/Channel  2  and  WGBY/Channel  57  Child  Care 
America  Campaign,  OFC  has  assisted  Boston  television 
stations  WLVI/Channel  56  and  WBZ/Channel  4  in 
developing  two  special  news  series',  public  service 
announcements,  and  a  one-hour  documentary  due  to  air 
in  September.  OFC  licensing  staff  Patricia  Donahue  and 
Debbie  Phillips  participated  in  filming  sessions  to 
demonstrate  how  OFC  protects  children  by  licensing  and 
monitoring  day  care  centers  and  family  day  care  homes. 

□ 


CHILDREN'S 
ADVOCACY  DAY 

On  April  5,  more  than  300  advocates  from  across  the 
state  met  at  the  State  House  to  attend  the  fourth  annual 
Children's  Advocacy  Day  observances  and  to  seek 
legislative  support  for  the  Children's  Platform.  Compiled 
and  endorsed  by  the  Children's  Advocacy  Network,  a 
statewide  coalition  of  child  welfare  and  community 
organizations  and  interested  individuals,  the  Platform  is 
a  listing  of  state  legislative  and  budget  proposals  that 
would  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  children  in 
Massachusetts.  This  year,  it  included  over  40  individual 
items,  among  them  such  priorities  as  bringing  children  out 
of  poverty,  improving  children's  mental  health  services, 
and  securing  final  passage  of  the  universal  health  care 
bill. 

Highlighting  the  day's  events  were  appearances  by 
Governor  Dukakis,  who  designated  April  1988  as 
"Children's  Month"  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  Public 
Health  Commissioner  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith,  a 
physician  and  former  member  of  OFC's  Statewide 
Advisory  Council  (SAC),  as  keynote  speaker. 

The  Network  presented  awards  for  achievements  on 
behalf  of  Massachusetts'  children  to:  Secretary  of  Human 
Services  Philip  Johnston  in  recognition  of  his  leadership 
within  the  Dukakis  Administration  and  the  many  programs 
initiated  during  his  tenure  which  have  benefitted  children; 
Representative  Barbara  Hildt,  an  outspoken  proponent  of 
a  wide  range  of  children's  initiatives  during  her  two  terms 
in  office;  and  SAC  member  Bonnie  Gorman,  a  tireless 
advocate  for  children  and  a  Council  for  Children  member 
for  over  15  years.  Bonnie  received  the  second  annual 
Richard  Bond  award  for  citizen  advocacy. 

On  behalf  of  the  Network,  OFC  Director  of  Advocacy 
Joyce  Mathon-Trotman  and  SAC  Chairperson  George 
Bachrach  presented  Certificates  of  Merit  to  seven 
exemplary  youth  organizations:  Cheers  for  Peers/West 
Springfield,  the  Peer  Education  Program/Springfield,  the 
Final  Teen  Committee,  Washington  Beach  Teens, 
WEATOC,  Youth  Expression  Theatre,  and  the  Columbia 
Point  Youth  Center  Cabinet.  These  groups  are  all 
expected  to  participate  in  the  Massachusetts  Youth 
Network  now  being  organized  by  OFC's  Statewide 
Advisory  Council.  (See  related  article  in  this  issue.) 


The  OFC  Newsletter  is  published  quarterly. 
Address  comments  or  requests  for  additional 
copies  to  the  editor: 

Janet  Hookailo,  Director  of  Communications 
Massachusetts  Office  for  Children 
10West  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Jan  Anderson,  Maureen  Blaha,  Ben  Cohen, 
Michael  Coughlin,  and  Janet  Hookailo  contrib- 
uted to  this  issue. 


OFC  EXPANDS 

TRAINING  PROGRAMS  FOR 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE  PROVIDERS 

This  spring,  about  1 ,000  of  the  state's  9,200  family  day 
care  providers  attended  five  OFC  sponsored  training 
conferences.  According  to  OFC's  Director  of  Resources 
and  Training  Karen  Sheaffer,  "This  year  we  were  able 
for  the  first  time  to  open  up  our  training  program  to  all  of 
the  state's  family  day  care  providers.  Expanding  training 
opportunities  to  these  caregivers  is  important  because 
they  generally  work  alone  and  do  not  have  many 
opportunities  to  trade  ideas  with  others  or  take  part  in 
educational  programs  that  will  help  them  grow 
professionally." 

The  family  day  care  series  began  on  March  1 1  in  West 
Springfield.  Subsequent  conferences  were  held  in 
Framingham,  Boston,  Mansfield  and  Lowell.  Workshops 
included  sessions  on  understanding  and  nurturing 
children's  growth,  running  a  successful  business, 
designing  the  home  environment,  and  working  effectively 
with  parents. 

For  instance,  one  workshop  looked  at  ways  to  build 
positive  self-esteem  in  children  as  well  as  how  to  keep 
providers'  self-esteem  intact.  Another  workshop  focused 
on  different  ways  to  incorporate  music  and  movement  into 
a  child's  day.  In  addition  to  being  fun,  games  and  music 
help  children  develop  motor  skills,  a  sense  of  how  they 
fit  into  the  world,  rhythm,  auditory  skills,  and  even  memory 
skills. 

An  informal  survey  showed  that  many  providers  started 
their  family  day  care  homes  so  that  they  could  be  with 
their  own  children  during  the  day— and  have  a  job  as  well. 
"When  I  first  started,  all  three  of  my  children  were  in  with 
my  group  of  six,"  said  one  provider. 

Two  male  providers  attended  the  West  Springfield 
Conference.  They  were  the  only  men  at  all  five 
conferences.  "There  aren't  enough  male  models  around 
for  these  children,  and  that's  what  children  need  more  of," 
said  one  female  provider.  In  January  of  1 988,  about  40 
men  attended  a  conference  sponsored  by  the  Office  for 
male  child  care  workers. 

Next  year,  OFC  will  offer  six  free  conferences.  For 
information  on  OFC's  training  programs,  contact  Training 
Coordinator  Merle  Leak  at  (617)727-8900. 


OFC  AWARD 

WINNERS 

ANNOUNCED 

Last  year,  OFC  established  the  June  Pankevich  Austin 
Award  for  Personal  Excellence.  This  year's  recipient  is 
Shirley  Heffron,  Office  Manager  in  Region  IV.  Shirley  has 
been  with  the  Office  for  nearly  six  years  and  worked 
closely  with  June  for  most  of  that  time. 

Austin  Award  nominees  Hap  Tierney,  Cynthia 
McDonagh,  Cynthia  Farnham,  Sharon  Thompson,  Alan 
Chates,  Doreen  Cavanaugh,  Jan  Anderson,  Joan  Clark, 
Reza  Rejaee,  the  Holyoke  Area  Office  staff  and  the 
Region  III  family  day  care  licensors  will  receive 
Certificates  of  Recognition. 

In  addition,  the  Office  also  participates  in  the 
Governor's  Pride  in  Performance  Recognition  Program. 
The  following  nominees  will  receive  Certificates  of 
Recognition:  Martha  Barrier,  Shirley  Heffron,  Lucretia 
Hudzinski,  Elvira  Manning,  Kim  O'Gorman,  Tubal  Padilla, 
Carol  Randolph,  Octavia  Taylor,  and  Nate  Winship.  In 
addition,  citations  for  outstanding  performance  will  be 
awarded  to  Loretta  Burns,  Michelle  DeMary,  and  the 
Advocacy  Team  of  Suzanne  Black  and  Cynthia  Farnham. 
The  nominee  from  OFC  who  will  be  considered  for  one 
of  the  ten  statewide  Manuel  Carballo  Governor's  Awards 
for  Excellence  in  Public  Service  is  Loretta  Burns. 

Congratulations  to  all  award  nominees,  and  special 
thanks  to  employees  who  nominated  co-workers  for  both 
the  June  Austin  and  Pride  in  Performance  Awards.  □ 


BHRD  FY  89  COURSE 
CATALOGUE  AVAILABLE 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Personnel  Admin- 
istration's Bureau  of  Human  Resource  Development  FY 
'89  catalogue  of  training  programs  for  state  employees 
is  now  available.  FY  '89  courses  include  sessions  on 
management  development,  supervision  techniques, 
writing,  English  as  a  second  language,  public  speaking, 
and  computer  applications.  To  receive  a  copy  and 
information  on  registration,  contact  Pat  Libby  at  (61 7)727- 
8900.  Registration  deadline  is  August  3. 
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FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER 

Child  care  providers  face  many  challenges  — 
attracting  qualified  staff,  delivering  high  quality  care  at  a 
price  families  can  afford,  finding  space,  and  satisfying 
local  zoning  requirements  to  name  a  few.  Articles 
appearing  in  this  combined  summer/fall  issue  of  the  OFC 
Newsletter  illustrate  or  speak  to  several  of  these  issues. 

There  is  one  article  to  which  I  particularly  want  to  draw 
your  attention.  It  reports  on  a  major  victory  for  family  day 
care  in  Boston,  and  explains  how  the  Office  for  Children 
was  instrumental  in  removing  a  roadblock  to  the 
continuing  development  of  family  day  care  in  the  state's 
largest  city. 

The  story  of  how  the  Office  became  aware  of  the 
problem  is  worth  telling,  because  it  demonstrates  the  vital 
part  Community  Representatives  play  in  keeping  OFC 
responsive  to  local  issues,  the  importance  of  cross- 
program  communication  and  cooperation,  and  the  results 
which  can  be  achieved  when  advocates  work  together. 

Last  year,  Boston  Southern  Community  Representa- 
tive Michael  Kozu  learned  that  a  local  licensed  family  day 
care  provider  was  being  required  to  obtain  a  special 
permit  from  the  city's  Inspectional  Services  Department. 
He  contacted  James  Taylor,  the  Region  VI  Family  Day 
Care  Licensing  Supervisor,  and  his  supervisor,  Caroline 
Ross,  about  the  issue.  Further  investigation  on  their  part 
resulted  in  the  collaboration  described  in  "Zoning 
Victory  in  Boston". 

Our  thanks  to  Michael  Kozu  for  his  vigilance;  and  to 
all  others  concerned  for  their  commitment  to  building  a 
strong  child  care  system  for  our  children  and  their 
families.  □ 


SPECIAL  THANKS 

Thanks  to  all  who  made  our  first  Agency  Awards 
Ceremony  a  success.  I  appreciate  the  tough  choices 
those  of  you  on  the  Selection  Committees  had  to  make. 
And  the  work  done  by  Maureen  Blaha,  Janet  Hookailo, 
and  Pat  Libby  to  plan  and  throw  our  party  was  terrific! 
Finally,  thanks  to  everyone  who  came  to  the  ceremony 
to  honor  your  coworkers'  achievements. 
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ZONING  VICTORY  IN  BOSTON 

At  a  September  21  hearing,  the  Boston  Zoning 
Commission  voted  to  amend  the  city's  zoning  code  and 
eliminate  a  provision  that  required  family  day  care 
operators  to  obtain  a  special  permit  from  the  local 
Inspectional  Services  Department.  Deleting  this  lengthy, 
expensive  permit  process  does  away  with  a  significant 
barrier  to  the  development  of  additional  family  day  care 
homes  in  Boston;  and  clarifies  the  position  of  the  770 
residents  currently  licensed  by  OFC  to  provide  this  vital 
service. 

Work  to  amend  Boston's  zoning  code  began  last  fall 
when  OFC's  Region  VI  Office  learned  that  M.G.L.  Chapter 
40A-the  state  zoning  law-specifically  exempted  Boston 
from  its  provisions.  This  meant  that  the  new  Family  Day 
Care  Zoning  Law,  which  amended  Chapter  40A  by 
defining  family  day  care  as  an  allowable  residential  use 
unless  specifically  excluded  by  local  zoning  ordinances, 
did  not  apply  to  Boston. 

Working  together,  Region  VI  FDC  Supervisor  James 
Taylor  and  Regional  Coordinator  Caroline  Ross,  OFC 
Legislative  Liaison  Maureen  Blaha,  and  Assistant 
General  Counsel  Lisa  DiMasi  met  with  Mayor  Ray  Flynn's 
Office,  the  city  Inspectional  Services  Department,  and  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority. 

Region  VI  then  arranged  a  meeting  between  OFC  staff, 
city  officials,  two  city  councilors,  and  several  child  care 
advocates.  Participants  developed  the  recently  adopted 
amendments  and  presented  supportive  testimony  at  two 
public  hearings.  Individuals  collaborating  in  this 
successful  effort  were:  City  Councilors  Rosaria  Salerno 
and  Maura  Hennigan  Casey,  the  Mayor's  Advisor  on 
Women's  Issues  Elaine  Taber,  Sue  Twombley  of  the 
Child  Care  Resource  Center,  and  Kathi  Carrales  of  the 
Dorchester  Child  Care  Project. 


INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

•  CHILD  CARE 
TRAINING  EXPANDED 

•  COST  OF  CARE 
EXAMINED 


REGION  V 
766  PROJECT 
SUCCESSFUL 

Region  V's  Help  for  Children  (HFC)  Program  last  year 
set  out  to  help  more  children  obtain  needed  special 
education  services  under  the  state's  special  education 
law,  Chapter  766. 

OFC  Region  V  Director  Charles  Sullivan  said, 
"Historically,  the  Region  has  carried  a  high  number  of 
advocacy  cases  involving  special  education.  We  had 
always  used  our  available  funding  to  provide  legal 
services  for  a  small  number  of  children  and  decided  to 
take  a  different  approach.  We  knew  we  wanted  to  help 
more  children.  We  also  knew  we  needed  '.o  build 
expertise  in  the  legal  community  and  broaden  the  scope 
of  services  to  include  more  than  last  minute  legal 
representation.  We  wanted  to  be  able  to  avert  crisis 
situations  by  utilizing  both  educational  and  legal 
consultation,  as  well  as  educational  and  psychiatric 
testing,  and  mediation  and  negotiation  services." 

To  manage  this  project  aimed  at  delivering  a 
comprehensive  continuum  of  766-related  services, 
Region  V  pooled  all  available  funds  for  legal  services  to 
hire  Dan  George,  a  Westport  attorney.  Working  with  HFC 
Regional  Supervisor  Jean  Peterson,  George  recruited 
and  trained  15  local  lawyers. 

During  the  year,  the  766  Project  helped  nearly  20 
children  by  providing  a  full  array  of  services  from  testing 
by  educational  experts  to  representation  at  hearings 
before  the  Board  of  Special  Education  Appeals  (BSEA). 

Plans  to  continue  the  Project's  work  hinge  on  funding. 
Sullivan  is  pinning  his  hopes  on  the  state's  new  Attorney 
Fee  Law  to  supplement  the  $2,000  in  OFC  Individual  Kid 
Money  available  in  FY'89.  Under  this  statute,  when  a 
project  attorney  wins  a  case  before  BSEA,  the  parents 
can  file  for  reimbursement  of  legal  fees  by  the  school 
system.  After  reimbursement,  parents  would  return  funds 
spent  on  retainer  to  the  Project. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jean  Peterson  at 
(508)947-1 231 ,  ext.  607  or  (61 7)727-1 440. 


The  OFC  Newsletter  is  published  quarterly. 
Address  comments,  requests  for  additional 
copies,  and  submissions  to  the  editor: 

Janet  Hookailo,  Director  of  Communications 
Massachusetts  Office  for  Children 
1 0  West  Street 
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Jane  Campbell,  Lucy  Hudson,  Rachel  Orefice, 
Caroline  Ross,  Karen  Sheaffer,  Charles  Sullivan, 
and  Deborah  Tripp  contributed  to  this  issue. 


OFC  ISSUES  FIRST 
SCHOOL-AGE  CHILD  CARE 
LICENSES 

Highlighting  the  need  for  school-age  child  care,  OFC 
Commissioner  Mary  Kay  Leonard  recently  presented  the 
state's  first  school-age  child  care  licenses  to  five 
programs  throughout  Massachusetts. 

Speaking  at  licensing  ceremonies  in  Marston  Mills  on 
Cape  Cod,  Arlington,  Fall  River,  Lowell,  and  Pittsfield, 
Leonard  said,  "Parents  need  safe,  quality  programs  for 
their  children  before  and  after  school  and  during  school 
vacations. 

"There  are  nearly  440,000  children  between  six  and 
12  years  of  age  living  in  Massachusetts,"  she  added. 
"More  than  60  percent  of  these  children  have  mothers 
who  work.  Of  that  number,  about  half  need  care  before 
or  after  school.  By  1995,  that  number  will  climb  by  more 
than  20  percent." 

According  to  OFC's  Director  of  School-Age  Child  Care 
Licensing  Mary  Ann  Holak,  "The  ceremonies  drew 
standing  room  only  crowds.  State  legislators,  local 
officials,  parents,  staff,  and  children  attended,  along  with 
local  reporters.  Children  sang,  made  programs  and 
banners,  recited  poems  and  rap  songs,  and  gave  tours." 

In  FY'88  OFC  undertook  a  school-age  care  initiative. 
Components  of  the  project  included  starting  a  new 
licensing  program,  adopting  standards  for  operation, 
hosting  the  state's  first  school-age  care  training  and 
development  conferences, .  awarding  planning  and 
development  grants  for  program  start-up  and  expansion, 
and  advocating  for  passage  of  the  recently  enacted 
School-Age  Transportation  Law.  This  statute  allows  the 
state  to  reimburse  school  districts  for  transporting 
children  between  schools  and  child  care  programs. 

OFC  estimates  that  there  are  about  650  school-age 
child  care  programs  operating  now  in  the  state.  These 
programs  serve  approximately  20,000  children. 

"We  need  more  of  these  programs,"  said  Leonard. 
"They  provide  more  than  a  safe  haven;  they  provide 
peace  of  mind  for  parents  and  rewarding  growth 
experiences  for  children.  We  look  forward  to  working  with 
all  the  providers  of  this  vitally  important  service  to  make 
Massachusetts  a  leader  in  school-age  child-care." 

Programs  receiving  licenses  were:  Whiz  Kids  Learning 
Center  and  the  Thomas  Chew  Memorial  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  in  Region  V,  the  Arlington  Chilren's  Center  in  Region 
IV,  the  Pittsfield  Girls  Club  Out-of-School  Youth  Program 
in  Region  I,  and  the  Greater  Lowell  Family  YMCA  After 
School  Program.  A  ceremony  has  been  scheduled  for 
late  November  at  the  MOC  Day  Care  Services'  Gardner 
Community  Child  Care  Center  in  Region  II.  □ 
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Left  to  Right  —  Gerald  R.  Walsh,  WLVI-TV,  Channel  56  President  and  General  Manager;  Andrea  Genser,  Child  Care  Resource  Center 
Executive  Director;  Evelyn  F.  Murphy,  Massachusetts  Lieutenant  Governor;  Zayre  Bear;  Stanley  Berkovitz,  Zayre  Corp.  Vice  President, 
Consumer  &  Community  Affairs;  Mary  Kay  Leonard,  Massachusetts  Office  for  Children  Commissioner. 


LT.  GOV.  ANNOUNCES 
NEW  CAMPAIGN 

Children  greeted  Lieutenant  Governor  Evelyn  F. 
Murphy  at  the  Transportation  Children's  Center  jn  Boston 
where  she  joined  OFC  Commissioner  Mary  Kay  Leonard, 
Zayre  Corp.  Vice  President  Stanley  Berkovitz,  Child  Care 
Resource  Center  (CCRC)  Executive  Director  Andrea 
Genser,  and  WLVI-TV,  Channel  56  General  Manager 
and  President  Gerald  R.  Walsh  to  announce  the 
availability  of  a  new  brochure  and  highlight  WLVI's  fall 
public  service  campaign,  Child  Care:  Everybody's 
Baby. 

Commending  those  involved,  Murphy  said,  "This 
cooperative  public  education  campaign  is  another 
example  of  how  government,  the  media,  business  and 
non-profit  groups  can  work  together  to  highlight  an  urgent 
need." 

Entitled  Choosing  Child  Care,  the  brochure  tells 
parents  how  to  contact  their  local  OFC-affiliated  child 
care  resource  and  referral  agency.  It  also  features  tips 
on  how  to  recognize  "good"  child  care.  CCRC  wrote  the 
booklet  in  cooperation  with  OFC.  Zayre  and  WLVI 
provided  funds  for  printing. 


"Picking  the  right  provider  is  very  important  and  can 
be  confusing,  especially  for  a  new  parent,"  said  OFC 
Commissioner  Leonard.  "We've  tried  to  tell  people  where 
they  can  get  help  on  how  and  where  to  look." 

Brochures  are  available  at  the  36  Zayre  stores 
throughout  Massachusetts,  all  OFC  offices  and  CCR&Rs, 
CCRC,  WLVI,  the  Children's  Museum  in  Boston,  and 
other  non-profit  agencies  in  Boston's  South  End  and 
Roxbury  neighborhoods. 

To  focus  attention  on  child  care,  WLVI  is  running 
special  news  reports  and  public  service  announcements. 
OFC  Commissioner  Mary  Kay  Leonard  appears  in  one; 
OFC's  Communications  Office  assisted  in  developing 
scripts. 

On  October  30,  the  station  aired  a  one-hour  locally 
produced  documentary  comparing  Sweden's  progres- 
sive child  care  system  to  child  care  in  the  United  States. 
OFC  Region  III  Group  Day  Care  Licensor  Patty  Donahue 
and  Commissioner  Leonard  taped  segments  for  the 
program.  □ 
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OFC/UNITED  WAY 
ISSUE  LANDMARK  STUDY 


On  June  24,  the  Office  for  Children  and  the  United  Way 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  released  a  landmark  statewide 
child  care  study.  Entitled  Caring  for  Our  Common 
Wealth:  The  Economics  of  Child  Care  in  Massachu- 
setts, the  40  page  report  summarizes  information  culled 
from  750  interviews  with  Massachusetts  parents,  and  two 
smaller  surveys  of  child  care  centers  and  licensed  family 
day  care  homes. 

It  documents  the  types  and  cost  of  care  used  by 
families  across  the  state,  and  current  levels  of  financial 
support  for  child  care  in  both  the  public  and  private 
sectors.  In  addition,  it  examines  three  theoretical 
economic  models  for  helping  parents  pay  for  child  care. 

OFC  and  United  Way  co-funded  the  study  at  the 
request  of  the  Massachusetts  Child  Care  Affordability 
Task  Force.  This  group  was  called  together  in  1985  by 
the  state  legislature  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  state's 
"affordability  gap"— the  difference  between  what  child 
care  costs  and  what  a  family  can  afford  to  pay— and 
develop  ways  to  close  it. 

OFC  Commissioner  and  Task  Force  Chairperson  Mary 
Kay  Leonard  said,  "We  knew  we  needed  accurate 
baseline  information  on  child  care  in  the  state  before  we 
could  come  up  with  an  effective  plan  to  address  cost 
concerns.  That's  why  we  commissioned  Caring  for  Our 
Common  Wealth. 

"For  the  first  time  we  know,  on  a  statewide  level,  how 
much  child  care  costs,  how  much  of  a  family's  income 
these  costs  represent,  what  types  of  care  people  use,  how 
many  children  are  in  care  and  how  many  more  will  be 
by  1995,"  she  continued.  "We  also  have  a  good  idea  of 
what  it  would  cost  to  help  all  parents  who  fall  within  certain 
income  levels  and  what  the  pay-back  benefits  would  be 
to  children,  families,  employers  and  society,  in  general." 

OFC  issued  Caring  for  Our  Common  Wealth  at  a 
working  conference.  According  to  Lucy  Hudson,  OFC's 
Affordability  Project  Coordinator,  "The  Task  Force 
wanted  to  start  formulating  a  long-range  plan  right  away, 
and  decided  to  bring  together  people  with  fresh 
perspectives  to  discuss  the  report's  findings  and  suggest 
avenues  of  exploration.  We  invited  members  of  the 
legislature,  the  day  care  community,  and  the  Governor's 
Day  Care  Partnership  Project,  as  well  as  representatives 
of  private  philanthropies,  the  business  community,  state 
agencies,  labor  unions,  and  the  media.  One  hundred 
people  attended,  with  good  representation  across  the 
board." 


Study  authors  from  the  Wellesley  Center  for  Research 
on  Women  and  the  Center  for  Survey  Research/ 
University  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston  participated  along 
with  conference  invitees,  splitting  into  six  discussion 
groups  to  develop  concrete  suggestions  for  narrowing  the 
affordability  gap.  Reflecting  a  firm  belief  in  the  partnership 
concept  which  has  proven  itself  so  successful  in  the 
Governor's  Day  Care  Partnership  Project,  each  group 
was  asked  what  one  of  six  different  sectors  —  federal, 
state  and  municipal  government,  philanthropies, 
employers  and  child  care  providers-could  and  should 
do. 

"The  Task  Force  will  use  these  suggestions  along  with 
the  study  findings  to  formulate  a  five-year  Affordability 
Action  Plan,"  said  Leonard.  "We  expect  to  make  this  plan 
public  in  the  spring  of  1 989. 

Conference  activities  concluded  with  speeches  by 
Barbara  Reisman,  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Child 
Care  Action  Campaign,  and  Human  Services  Secretary 
Philip  Johnston.  Secretary  Johnston  told  the  participants 
and  the  press,  "parents  should  never  have  to  choose 
between  the  jobs  they  need  and  the  children  they  love. 
Massachusetts  has  made  a  commitment  to  providing 
high  quality,  affordable  child  care  and  keeping  families 
from  facing  this  difficult  dilemma.  But  we  cannot  do  it 
alone.  We  need  help  from  business,  labor  and  non-profit 
agencies.  And,  most  important,  we  need  a  national  family 
policy  that  actually  supports  families  —  and  that  includes 
child  care  as  a  critical  component." 

Barbara  Reisman  spoke  about  the  national  climate  for 
child  care:  "there  is  overwhelming  public  support  for 
increased  government  support  for  child  care.  Several 
polls  —  of  voters,  not  just  of  parents  —  confirm  this.  But 
there  is  also  an  increasingly  vocal  minority  that  opposes 
such  an  investment  ...  I  think  it  is  the  responsibility  of 
all  of  us  to  be  very  clear  about  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
the  policy  choices  we  are  facing.  We  are  not  suggesting 
that  every  mother-or  more  properly,  every  parant  — 
should  work.  We  are  simply  recognizing  that  a  majority 
of  parents  must  work  —  and  that  our  public  policies  must 
respond  to  this  new  reality." 

To  request  a  copy  of  "Caring  for  Our  Common 
Wealth",  find  out  more  about  the  Affordability  Project  or 
request  a  speaker  on  the  topic,  contact  Lucy  Hudson  at 
(617)727-8900.  □ 


CHILD  CARE 

IN  MASSACHUSETTS: 

ECONOMIC  REALITIES 

REVEALED 

According  to  Caring  for  Our  Common  Wealth:  The 
Economics  of  Child  Care  in  Massachusetts: 

•  550,000  children  under  the  age  of  13  have  two 
working  parents  or  a  single  parent  who  works. 

•  In  1 986,  almost  200,000  young  children  of  employed 
mothers  were  in  some  form  of  child  care.  By  1995, 
nearly  250,000  children  will  need  care,  an  increase 
of  25  percent  in  less  than  a  decade. 

•  The  cost  of  full-time  child  care  averages  over  $7,300 
per  year  for  an  infant,  about  $5,000  for  a  child 
between  the  ages  of  three  and  six  years  in  a  child 
care  center,  and  $5,400  for  a  child  in  family  day  care. 

•  Of  all  the  Commonwealth's  children  under  age  13 
years,  28  percent  live  in  families  whose  annual 
income  is  below  70  percent  of  the  state's  adjusted 
median  income.  For  instance,  a  family  of  three  with 
a  1987  income  of  $17,304  or  less  falls  into  the  low 
income  range. 

•  An  additional  38  percent  live  in  families  whose 
income  is  too  high  to  qualify  for  a  state  subsidy  but 
too  low  to  accommodate  average  child  care  costs. 
In  this  moderate  income  range  a  three  person  family 
would  have  earned  between  $1 7,304  and  $34,632 
in  1987. 

•  Half  of  the  state's  low  income  families  pay  ten 
percent  or  more  of  their  gross  annual  income  for 
child  care  —  39  percent  pay  1 5  percent  or  more. 
Among  moderate  income  families,  13  percent  pay 
1 5  percent  or  more. 

•  If  child  care  were  available  at  a  reasonable  cost,  41 
percent  of  parents  who  are  not  employed  would  look 
for  work,  go  to  school,  or  enter  a  job  training  program. 

•  In  FY'87,  Massachusetts  spent  $101.1  million  for 
child  care  programs,  and  provided  subsides  for  42 
percent  of  the  income-qualified  children  in  licensed 
child  care  programs.  In  FY'89,  Massachusetts  will 
spend  $160  million.  (Note:  In  contrast,  California 
subsidizes  only  ten  percent  of  its  income  qualified 
children  in  care.) 

•  Labor  costs  account  for  76  percent  of  an  average 
child  care  center's  budget. 

•  Massachusetts  United  Way  chapters  spent  about  $3 
million  in  1987,  and  other  private  charities  about  $1 
million  on  child  care  in  1986. 

•  Of  the  more  than  1 40,000  Massachusetts  employ- 
ers, 107  were  providing  some  form  of  child  care 
assistance  to  their  employees  as  of  July  1 987. 

•  If  would  cost  the  state  an  additional  $21 8  million  to 
subsidize  working  families  earning  up  to  1 1 5  percent 
of  the  state's  median  income. 

•  An  analysis  of  costs  and  benefits  associated  with 
subsidizing  families'  child  care  expenses  shows  that 
benefits  of  an  expanded  subsidy  program  would  be 


substantial  in  terms  of  increased  tax  revenues  and 
decreased  welfare  dependency. 
•  For  employers,  safe  affordable  child  care  reduces 
turnover  and  absenteeism,  increases  employee 
productivity,  helps  recruit  new  staff,  assures  a 
competent  future  workforce,  boosts  morale  and 
contributes  to  an  improved  public  image. 


OFC  BROCHURE  AVAILABLE 
IN  PORTUGUESE 

The  OFC  basic  brochure,  "Office  for  Children:  Working 
to  '  .  .  .  assure  every  child  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  to 
reach  his  full  potential  is  now  available  in  a 

Portuguese  language  version.  Intended  for  use  as  a 
recruiting  tool  and  informational  handout  in  towns  and 
cities  with  large  Portuguese  speaking  communities,  the 
brochure  describes  the  Office  and  how  it  operates.  An 
insert  card  lists  regional  and  area  offices  with  local 
telephone  numbers. 

Contact  Ben  Cohen  at  (617)727-8900  to  request 
copies.  English  and  Spanish  language  versions  have 
already  been  distributed  to  OFC  offices  throughout  the 
state.  □ 
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HFC  ADVOCATES 
PLAY  IMPORTANT  ROLE 

OFC's  Help  for  Children  (HFC)  Advocates,  responsible 
for  coordinating  Interagency  Teams  at  the  local  level  and 
organizing  local  task  forces,  are  playing  an  important  part 
in  the  implementation  of  new  EOHS  Interagency 
Agreements  and  policies. 

Deborah  Tripp,  OFC's  Brockton  HFC  Advocate  reports 
that  work  is  underway  in  southeastern  Massachusetts  on 
three  recent  agreements  and  policies:  the  EOHS/DOE 
Agreement  on  Interagency  Coordination  for  Children  in 
Massachusetts,  the  EOHS  Agency  Response  to  Juvenile 
Sex  Offenders,  and  the  DMR  Interim  Policy  regarding 
Services  to  Mentally  Retarded  Children. 

Chosen  to  institute  the  EOHS/DOE  agreement  on  a 
pilot  basis  in  1986,  OFC's  Taunton  Area  Advocate  Gail 
Daniels  spearheaded  the  development  of  a  reference 
manual  for  implementing  the  agreement,  and  the 
production  of  a  video  tape  for  use  in  training  direct  care 
treatment  professionals.  Both  EOHS  and  DOE  have 
approved  the  manual.  The  subcommittee  responsible  for 
its  development  is  comprised  of  representatives  from  the 
Departments  of  Social  Services,  Mental  Health,  and 
Public  Health,  the  local  school  system,  and  OFC;  and  will 
act  as  a  statewide  training  and  technical  assistance 
resource. 

Tripp  points  out  that  implementation  of  the  EOHS/DOE 
Agreement  has  been  approached  differently  in  other 
areas  of  the  state.  For  example,  in  the  Waltham- 
Watertown-Belmont  area,  Cate  Murdock  developed  a 
team  called  the  Human  Services  Interagency  Planning 
Group  to  identify  complex  cases  which  either  already 
involve  several  service  agencies  or  are  likely  to  do  so. 


By  identifying  these  cases  early  and  focusing  on  joint 
service  planning,  this  group  works  to  maximize  resources 
and  minimize  interagency  conflicts. 

Region  V  Advocates  have  also  recruited  representa- 
tives from  state  and  community  agencies,  and  formed  a 
Juvenile  Sex  Offender  Task  Force.  That  group  meets  on 
a  monthly  basis  and  works  "to  coordinate  and  provide 
a  multi-agency  network  to  service  the  needs  of  the 
juvenile  offender;  to  educate  and  train  those  who  can 
bring  about  change  in  the  course  of  the  juvenile  offender; 
and  to  stop  the  offender  from  offending."  To  carry  out  this 
"mission",  the  task  force  organized  a  well-attended 
conference,  "The  Adolescent  Sexual  Offender:  The 
Emergence  of  Treatment";  and  undertook  a  survey  of 
residential  programs  and  outpatient  treatment  providers 
in  Region  V.  Following  site  visits  to  surveyed  facilities  this 
fall,  the  group  plans  to  compile  and  publish  a  resource 
guide  for  professionals  working  with  these  offenders. 

On  an  ongoing  basis,  the  Region  V  Task  Force  has 
provided  the  EOHS  policy  group  with  information  and 
identified  key  issues,  such  as  transportation  needs,  for 
deliberation. 

With  the  creation  of  the  Department  of  Mental 
Retardation,  several  OFC  advocates  in  Region  V  were 
appointed  to  DMR  Area  Boards.  Advocates  also 
welcomed  the  addition  of  DMR  staff  to  Area  Interagency 
Teams.  Chaired  by  OFC  Advocates,  these  Teams 
facilitate  the  development  of  comprehensive  service 
plans  for  children  when  questions  arise  concerning  who 
is  responsible  for  funding  or  the  suitability  of  a  placement. 

Through  these  efforts,  OFC  advocates  in  Region  V  — 
and  across  the  state  —  are  demonstrating  the  key  role 
they  play  in  assuring  interagency  coordination  and 
cooperation  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth's  most 
severely  impaired,  needy,  and  afflicted  children.  □ 


COMING  EVENTS 

•  "Keeping  Children  Health  in  the  Group  Setting: 
A  Child  Care  Forum",  November  10,  1988,  7:30- 
9:00  p.m.,  Reading.  Call  the  Eastern  Middlesex 
Council  at  (617)245-5267  for  information. 

•  The  Inner  City  Council  for  Children,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Dimock  Community  Health  Center  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee  will  sponsor  a  series  of 
six  workshops  on  AIDS.  These  informational 
sessions  are  designed  to  target  minority  communi- 
ties. Call  (61 7)427-0606  for  information.  The  Boston 
Southern  Council  is  co-sponsoring  one  workshop. 

•  Learn  about  "KIDS  IN  CRISIS  —  Creative  Art 
Therapies  in  the  Community  with  Children  and 
Adolescents"  on  October  29,  1988  at  the  Gutman 
Conference  Center,  Cambridge.  Sponsored  by  the 
Center  for  Creative  Art  Therapies,  Boston. 
Advance  registration  $65.00.  Call  (61 7)262-61 83  for 
information. 


•  The  Massachusetts  Parents  Association  for  the 
Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing  has  scheduled  a  panel 
discussion  with  young  deaf  adults,  "If  My  Parents 
Knew  Then  What  I  Know  Now  ...  ".  Program 
Moderator:  Terrell  A.  Clark,  Ph.D.,  November  1, 
1988,  7:30  p.m.,  Newton  North  High  School, 
Newtonville.  Call  (617)244-2220  or  (617)237-2809 
for  information. 

•  The  Bayside  Council  is  hosting  DSS  MAPPS 
training  programs  for  foster  parents.  Last  year, 
Bayside  recruited  five  new  foster  parents.  Call 
(617)288-6600. 

•  Coming  soon  ...  the  Attleboro  Area  Council  will 
sponsor  a  conference  to  examine  the  full  integration 
of  emotionally  and  physically  challenged  children  in 
camps  and  other  recreational  programs.  Date: 
November  12,  1988,  8:30  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m.  Call 
(508)226-2336.  □ 


OFC  EXPANDS 

TRAINING  OPPORTUNITIES 

OFC's  new  Day  Care  Training  Program  is  off  to  a 
strong  start  this  year,  offering  an  expanded  line-up  of 
conferences,  courses,  seminars,  and  workshops  to  child 
care  workers  throughout  the  state. 

According  to  Resource  and  Training  Director  Karen 
Sheaffer,  "Last  year,  more  than  13,000  people  partici- 
pated in  our  training  program."  Our  goals  for  FY'89  are 
to  train  more  people,  offer  more  for-credit  courses, 
increase  the  number  of  community  colleges  participating 
in  the  program,  offer  child  development  courses  for  family 
day  care  providers  for  the  first  time,  and  strengthen  the 
program's  component  in  administrative  training  for  child 
care  staff  who  want  to  move  up  the  career  ladder." 

To  carry  out  these  ambitious  plans,  OFC  has  already 
added  eight  new  courses  to  its  fall  series;  with  two  more 
slated  for  the  spring.  Held  at  14  community  colleges 
across  the  state,  these  courses  will  serve  250  more 
students  than  last  year's  total.  Course  topics  include  child 
growth  and  development,  preschool  curriculum,  infant/ 
toddler  care  and  curriculum,  and  strategies  for  helping 
children  learn  self  control. 

Family  day  care  (FDC)  providers  can  look  forward  to 
six  regional  conferences.  Last  year,  OFC  sponsored  four 
regional  FDC  conferences,  plus  one  statewide  confer- 
ence for  FDC  system  providers.  This  year,  there  will  be 
space  for  900  participants  at  these  weekend  programs. 

Other  FY'89  Training  Program  highlights  include  a 
conference  designed  for  male  child  care  workers,  and  a 
training  and  development  conference  targeting  school 
age  child  care  providers. 

In  addition,  the  Office  plans  to  sponsor  the  development 
of  four  child  development  courses  for  family  day  care 
providers.  Four  OFC-affiliated  child  care  resource  and 
referral  (CCR&R)  agencies  will  be  selected  to  design  and 
pilot  these  courses. 

CCR&Rs  play  a  vital  role  in  OFC's  Training  Program. 
With  funding  provided  by  the  Office,  these  community- 
based  agencies  ran  workshops,  courses,  conferences 
and  tuition  reimbursement  programs  for  over  9,600 
individuals  in  FY'88. 

Closely  tied  to  the  communities  they  serve,  CCR&Rs 
are  able  to  design  and  deliver  training  opportunities  that 
respond  effectively  to  local  needs.  For  example,  reflecting 
the  existence  of  substantial  Hispanic  communities  in  their 
service  areas,  three  CCR&Rs-The  Child  Care  Resource 
Center/Cambridge,  Child  Care  Search/Waltham,  and 
Preschool  Enrichment  Team/Holyoke— offer  regular 
training  workshops  in  Spanish.  R&R-sponsored  training 
activities  also  featured  a  wide  variety  of  topics,  including 
caring  for  mildly  ill  children,  communicating  with  teen 
parents,  AIDS  awareness,  taxes  and  the  FDC  provider, 
school-age  child  care  curriculum,  superhero  play,  and 
children  and  television. 


"Massachusetts  is  committed  to  building  and  maintain- 
ing a  strong  child  care  network  for  the  state's  children  and 
families,"  said  Sheaffer.  "The  Office's  training  program  for 
child  care  workers  is  an  important  part  of  the  state's  efforts 
to  foster  quality  care.  We  know  that  we  need  staff  people 
who  are  highly  skilled  in  working  with  children  to  deliver 
good  care.  By  providing  these  educational  opportunities, 
we  are  helping  child  care  workers  gain  the  knowledge 
they  need  to  give  our  children  the  very  best." 

For  more  information  on  OFC's  statewide  Day  Care 
Training  Program,  contact  Training  Coordinator  Merle 
Leek  at  (61 7)  727-8900.  □ 


CCR&R  ANNUAL  STATS 
IMPRESSIVE 

FY'88  marked  the  first  full  year  of  operation  for  OFC's 
Child  Care  Resource  and  Referral  (CCR&R)  Program  as 
a  statewide  network.  Consisting  of  1 2  community-based 
agencies  operating  through  a  total  of  21  local  offices,  the 
network  helps  parents  find  child  care  services,  provides 
technical  advice  to  individuals  and  organizations 
interested  in  starting  child  care  programs,  sponsors 
training  opportunities  for  child  care  workers,  and 
educates  the  community  on  issues  affecting  child  care. 

Program  Coordinator  Rachel  Orefice  said,  "We  are  in 
the  process  of  tallying  information  on  the  number  of  calls 
from  parents  and  potential  child  care  providers  to  the 
CCR&R  agencies  that  participate  in  our  program;  and  the 
numbers  are  really  impressive."  Orefice  expects  to  issue 
a  full  report  by  December. 

Highlights  from  a  preliminary  review  show: 

•  35,203  calls  from  parents  looking  for  child  care. 

•  25,243  calls  from  providers,  individuals,  businesses, 
and  others  for  technical  assistance  and  general 
information. 

•  9,652  child  care  workers  participated  in  CCR&R- 
sponsored  workshops,  conferences,  and  other 
educational  activities. 

"We  are  looking  forward  to  another  successful  and 
busy  year,"  added  Orefice.  "Building  on  and  refining  the 
systems  we  have  already  developed,  CCR&Rs  will 
continue  to  play  an  important  part  in  fostering  a  healthy 
child  care  system  in  Massachusetts." 


CORRECTION 

The  spring  OFC  Newsletter  inadvertently  neglected 
to  include  Region  IV  Family  Day  Care  Supervisor 
Susan  MacDonald  in  the  list  of  those  nominated  to 
receive  the  June  Pankevitch  Austin  Award.  Please 
accept  the  editor's  apology.  □ 
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•  The  Cape  Cod  and  Islands  Council  for  Children 

has  issued  two  new  publications:  a  Children's 
Service  Resource  List  and  a  Mental  Health 
Directory  for  Families  and  Children. 

•  Volunteers  from  the  Franklin  Area  Council  for 
Children  have  interviewed  250  area  parents  to 
determine  what  services  parents  think  children  need 
and  how  much  parents  know  about  services  already 
available  locally.  Members  used  a  105-question 
survey  to  collect  a  wide  range  of  information. 
Analysis  is  complete.  The  Council  plans  to  issue 
findings  soon. 

•  Information  on  AIDS  was  the  topic  at  an  informa- 
tional forum  for  public  school  personnel  sponsored 
by  the  Blackstone  Valley  Council  for  Children. 

•  The  South  Norfolk  Council's  Substance  Abuse 
Education  Committee  has  conducted  and  issued 
a  "Substance  Abuse  Survey".  The  Council  was  also 
instrumental  in  the  development  of  a  new  in-hospital 
substance  abuse  treatment  unit  for  adolescents  at 
Southwood  Hospital  in  Norfork. 

•  A  conference  for  child  care  providers,  "Child  care 
for  Infants  and  Toddlers",  drew  a  full  house  at  Mount 
Wachusett  Community  College.  Sponsored  by  Child 
Care  Resources  and  the  North  County  Infant  Child 
Care  Task  Force,  Community  Representatives 
and  Council  members  from  the  North  Central  and 
Wachusett  Areas  were  driving  forces  behind  this 
event. 

•  The  Berkshire  Area  Council  held  its  annual 
Celebrate  Children  Banquet  October  21 , 1 988. 

•  The  Wachusett  Council  sponsored  a  Human 
Services  Fair.  October  26,  1 988  at  Mt.  Wachusett 
Community  College.  Local  providers  were  on  hand 
to  meet  students.  □ 


COUNCIL  SHORTS  .  .  . 


•  Congratulations  to  the  Chelsea-Revere-Winthrop 
Council  and  Community  Representative  Eliza- 
beth Bates  for  their  work  to  exempt  child  care  from 
zoning  ordinances  in  Chelsea.  This  victory  resulted 
in  the  issuance  of  a  permit  to  site  a  child  care  center 
in  a  building  at  the  Central  Avenue  Housing  Project 
in  Chelsea.  The  center  will  care  for  16  children  — 
seven  spaces  are  reserved  for  children  of  teen 
parents  in  Chelsea,  and  seven  for  Central  Avenue 
residents.  Supported  by  funding  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Services  and  the  Executive  Office  of 
Communities  and  Development,  the  center  faced 
stiff  neighborhood  opposition  from  property  owners 
abutting  the  housing  project. 

•  Three  cheers  for  the  Plymouth  Council  for 
Children  for  their  work  to  convince  town  officials  in 
Plymouth  to  bus  children  between  licensed  child 
care  providers  and  school.  A  parent  survey  is 
underway  with  the  school  committee's  blessings. 

•  More  the  525  parents,  educators,  nurses,  and  social 
workers  attended  an  educational  conference  on 
Attention  Deficit  Hyperactivity  Disorder  (ADD) 
sponsored  by  the  Fall  River  and  Attleboro 
Councils'  ADD  groups.  Participants  explored  the 
medical,  psychological,  educational,  and  social 
support  implications  for  children  with  ADD. 

•  "Family  Expo",  sponsored  annually  in  September  by 
the  Attleboro  Area  Council  was  a  resounding 
success.  Some  2,000  attendees  enjoyed  63  hands- 
on  exhibits. 

•  The  Eastern  Middlesex  Council  for  Children's 
Child  Abuse  Prevention  Committee  was  instru- 
mental in  the  formation  of  a  new  Parents  Anonymous 
Chapter  in  the  Wakefield  area.  The  Council  also 
recently  sponsored  "Discussing  AIDS  with  Young 
Children:  An  Educational  Forum"  with  Sara  Sharp, 
Boston  Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals. 
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Winter/Spring  Newsletter/1989 

FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER 

After  a  long  hiatus,  the  OFC  Newsletter  returns  to 
bring  you  information  about  the  Office,  its  programs, 
Councils  for  Children,  and  the  status  of 
Massachusetts  children.  The  publication  has  a  new 
look.  In  light  of  the  current  fiscal  outlook,  OFC  is  pro- 
ducing the  Newsletter  entirely  in-house.  While  its  ap- 
pearance is  not  as  "finished"  as  earlier  issues,  the 
information  remains  top  quality.  This  issue  features 
the  first  of  a  regular  research-oriented  insert.  This 
four  page  compilation  of  vital  statistics  called  "A  Day 
in  the  Life",  was  developed  by  OFC's  Affordability 
Project  Coordinator  Lucy  Hudson.  We  hope  you  find  it 
useful. 

It's  hard  to  believe  another  year  has  passed.  On  look- 
ing back,  we've  had  our  share  of  triumphs:  we  helped 
more  than  6,000  children  get  vital  educational,  health 
and  social  services;  saw  the  Child  Abuse  Prevention 
Board  become  a  reality;  started  the  country's  first 
Child  Care  Staff  Qualifications  Certificate  Program; 
distributed  a  landmark  child  care  study;  collaborated 
with  WLVI-TV/Boston  and  Zayre  Corp.  in  a  statewide 
child  care  public  relations  campaign;  saw  Councils  for 
Children  assume  a  vital  role  in  passing  the  state's 
Universal  Health  Care  Law  and  advocating  for  tax 
reform;  and  assisted  in  getting  Boston's  Zoning  Code 
amended  to  encourage  the  development  of  more 
child  care  programs.  Readers  who  participated  in 
these  activities  and  many  others  sponsored  by  OFC 
and  Councils  should  be  extremely  proud. 

I'd  also  like  to  congratulate  OFC's  FY'89  nominees 
for  the  Governor's  Pride  in  Performance  Awards,  as 
well  as  the  recipient  of  OFC's  June  Pankevitch  Austin 
Award  for  Personal  Excellence;  and  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  the  article  by  Pat  Libby,  chair  of  the  selection 
committee.  It  is  always  difficult  for  this  committee  to 
choose  from  among  the  talented,  dedicated  field  of 
individuals  nominated  by  coworkers  and  supervisors; 
but  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  read  about  the  terrific 
job  coworkers  are  doing. 

Again,  congratulations  on  behalf  of  all  the  committed, 
creative  staff  of  OFC. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  YOUTH  NETWORK 
Leslie  Mandel 

Envisioned  by  OFC's  Statewide  Advisory 
Council  and  formed  about  six  months  ago,  the 
Massachusetts  Youth  Network  (MYNET)  was 
created  to  help  reduce  the  number  of  teen-age  preg- 
nancies, reach  out  to  pregnant  and  parenting  teens, 
encourage  kids  to  remain  in  school  or  go  back  to 
school,  promote  the  fact  that  teens  can  help  other 
teens,  and  develop  high  self-esteem  and  hope  for  the 
future  among  the  state's  adolescents.  MYNET's 
strategy  for  accomplishing  these  ambitious  goals  cen- 
ters on  two  activities: 

•  working  with  communities  to  provide  teen-agers  a 
vehicle  through  which  they  can  trade  expe- 
riences, concerns,  and  ideas  with  peers  from 
around  the  state,  as  well  as  with  adults  who  are 
responsible  for  making  policy  decisions  that 
affect  youth,  and 

•  empowering  adolescents  by  teaching  groups  of 
teens  effective  advocacy  techniques. 


Key  activities  in  which  the  Network  has  taken  a  lead 
are  youth  advocacy  training,  helping  communities  or- 
ganize local  events  for  teens,  and  organizing  opportu- 
nities for  youths  and  adults  to  work  together.  To  date, 
approximately  500  teens  have  attended  MYNET  ad- 
vocacy workshops.  In  addition,  the  Network  has  orga- 
nized a  Teen  Board.  This  Board  gives  teens  a 
statewide  forum  for  sharing  ideas  and  concerns,  and 
planning  activities  for  the  Network. 

The  first  Board  meeting  took  place  on  May  21  at 
Holy  Cross  College  in  Worcester.  Teens  talked 
about  their  schools,  peer  leadership  programs,  and 
communities.  The  group  also  began  to  plan  for  a 
December  conference.  Expressing  some  skepticism 
about  the  sincerity  of  adults  who  work  with  teens,  they 
felt  that  adults  say  they  want  to  hear  from  teens,  but 
don't  really  listen.  They  want  to  plan  a  conference 
that  enables  them  to  let  adults  know  how  they  feel.  To 
encourage  communication  between  adolescents  and 
adults,  the  teen  conference  will  take  place  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Statewide  Advisory  Council's  annual 
conference. 


MYNET  (continued  from  p.1) 

In  the  coming  months,  the  Network  hopes  to  in- 
crease the  impact  of  its  advocacy  training  program 
by  working  more  closely  with  Councils  for  Children 
and  OFC's  Community  Representatives.  Teens  who 
attend  MYNET  workshops  will  be  told  about  Councils 
and  urged  to  contact  the  council  in  their  area  for  help 
in  implementing  ideas  or  projects.  In  addition,  the 
Network  will  initiate  a  "train  the  trainer"  model  so  that 
a  larger  audience  can  be  reached. 

MYNET  is  sponsored  by  the  Statewide  Advisory 
Council,  the  Governor's  Teen  Pregnancy  Prevention 
Challenge  Fund,  and  the  Center  for  Human 
Development  in  Springfield. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  author  at  OFC's 
West  Street  office  in  Boston  at  (617)727-8900. 

OFC  AWARD  WINNERS  ANNOUNCED 
Pat  Libby 

Once  again,  we  are  proud  to  announce  this  year's 
Office  for  Children  Manuel  Carballo  and  Pride  In 
Performance  award  nominees,  as  well  as  the  third 
winner  of  the  June  Pankevich  Austin  Award  for 
Personal  Excellence. 

The  Manuel  Carballo  Governor's  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Public  Service  is  presented  annually  to 
ten  individuals  in  the  Commonwealth  who  exemplify 
the  highest  standards  of  public  service.  This  year,  our 
Carballo  award  nominee  is: 

•  Kay  Walsh,  Community  Representative, 
Region  VI; 

Citations  for  Outstanding  Peformance  will  go  to: 

•  Claire  Blackburn,  Office  Manager, 
Region  V,  Lakeville;  and 

•  Bruce  Hudson  and  Kelley-An  Caeran, 

Criminal  Offender  Record  Information  Unit, 
Central  Office. 


In  addition  to  organizing  clothing  drives,  open  houses, 
English-as-a-second-language  classes  for  Southeast 
Asians,  community  meetings,  forums,  and  rallies,  Kay 
Walsh  has  applied  her  tireless  energies  to  suc- 
cessfully recruiting  foster  parents  in  the  Boston  neigh- 
borhoods served  by  the  Bayside  Area  Office.  In  the 
past,  the  Department  of  Social  Services  had  to  place 
children  from  the  Bayside  community  in  foster  homes 
located  in  other  neighborhoods  or  towns.  Now 
Bayside  children  who  need  foster  care  do  not  have  to 
leave  their  schools  and  friends;  they  can  remain  in 
their  own  community. 


• 

Claire  Blackburn  revolutionized  office  bookkeeping 
procedures  in  OFC's  Region  V  Office,  carrying  out  a 
computerization  project  that  has  eliminated  the  need 
for  laborious  and  time  consuming  ledger  entries.  To 
accomplish  this,  Claire  mastered  programming  skills 
on  her  own  by  studying  evenings  with  her  daughter,  . 
who  works  in  the  computer  industry. 

Bruce  Hudson  and  Kelley-An  Caeran  have  contri- 
buted significantly  to  the  safety  of  children  enrolled  in 
Massachusetts  licensed  child  care  programs.  They 
are  the  backbone  of  OFC's  Criminal  Offender  Record 
Information  (CORI)  Program.  Last  year,  this  incredible 
team  processed  approximately  30,000  CORI  checks. 

Kay,  Claire,  Bruce,  and  Kelley  will  be  honored  at 
anawards  banquet  on  September  28  at  the  Boston 
Park  Plaza  Hotel. 

In  addition,  the  following  employees  will  receive 
Certificates  of  Recognition  under  the  Pride  in 
Performance  Program:  Deanne  Bonnar,  Bea 
Bowman,  Alan  Chates,  Margy  Cittadino,  Joan  Clark, 
Wendy  Costello,  Jerome  Curley,  Michael  Curran, 
Sandra  Dillon,  Patricia  Donahue,  Rosemary  Foerster, 
Patricia  Halpin,  Barbara  Hopkins,  Janet  Lawn,  Dot 
Leger-Lore,  Darrell  Lemar,  Denise  Madden,  Elvyra 
Manning,  Marion  Marcum,  Jerry  Marsolais,  Susan 
McDonald,  Celina  Mendes,  Helen  Mendes,  Jack 
Miller,  Terese  Nielson,  Carmen  Phaneuf,  Ginger  * 
Pruitt,  Reza  Rajaee,  Nancy  Lee  Raney,  Debbie 
Raymond,  Caroline  Ross,  Ann  Santos,  Phyllis 
Shimen,  Betheda  Shuman,  Diane  Taylor,  Mary 
Thomas,  Deborah  Tripp,  Linda  Westgate,  and  Jean 
Wilson. 

This  year's  June  Austin  winner  is  Marie  Cassidy, 
Community  Representative,  Region  III.  Established  in 
1987,  this  award  is  presented  to  an  OFC  staff  person 
who  exemplifies  the  qualities  that  characterized  June 
Austin's  professional  and  personal  life  —  respect  for 
individual  expression  and  independent  thinking  and  a 
supportive  leadership  style.  A  former  Council  member 
and  chairperson,  Marie's  boundless  energy,  en- 
thusiasm, compassion,  respect  for  individuals,  and 
ability  to  find  the  "silver  lining"  in  every  situation  is 
reflected  in  her  work  as  a  community  organizer  in  the 
towns  that  make  up  OFC's  Eastern  Middlesex  area. 

Also  nominated  for  the  Austin  Award  were  Maureen 
B!aha,  Maureen  Buckley,  Alan  Chates,  Kate  Cloud. 
Wt.idy  Costello,  Cynthia  Farnham,  Rosemary  • 
Foerster,  Debbie  Raymond,  Kay  Walsh,  and  the 
Region  VI  Management  Team  —  Ferry  Campbell, 
Caroline  Ross,  Bruce  Ravelson,  James  Taylor,  and 
Valerie  Vozella.  Congratulations  on  your  nomination. 


HELPING  HOMELESS  FAMILIES  SURVIVE 
THE  WELFARE  MOTEL  EXPERIENCE 


Elaine  DeSerio,  Tri-City  Council  for  Children 

As  motels  closest  to  the  state's  major  cities  are 
filled  to  capacity  with  homeless  families,  suburban 
towns  have  begun  to  feel  the  crunch  as  ;Vse 
displaced  families  are  sent  farther  and  farther  a^y; 
from  their  former  homes.  Councils  for  Children  across 
Massachusetts  are  finding  that  there  is  a  growing 
need  for  services  geared  to  help  these  families. 

During  the  winter  of  1987  and  1988,  the  Tri-City 
Council  for  Children,  began  to  explore  the  living  con- 
ditions experienced  by  "motel  people"  and  create 
ways  to  help  homeless  families  cope  with  motel  life. 
At  that  time,  Council  volunteers  determined  that  at 
least  60  families  were  living  in  three  local  motels. 
These  families  had  no  cooking  privileges  and  their 
children  had  no  access  to  recreational  activities.  In 
addition,  they  had  limited  access  to  vital  health  and 
social  services,  and  faced  greatly  increased  transpor- 
tation and  food  costs  which  are  not  offset  by  an  in- 
crease in  benefits. 

Intervening  in  other  people's  lives  was  not  an  easy 
thing  for  Council  members  to  do,  and  attempts  to 
help  these  families  have  matured  from  last  year's 
noisy  holiday  party  to  this  year's  personal  visit  by 
Santa  himself  loaded  with  baskets  of  goodies  and 
gifts. 

During  the  past  year,  Council  volunteers  sponsored 
several  outings  for  the  children  and  their  parents,  in- 
cluding a  trip  to  the  Children's  Museum  in  Boston  and 
a  picnic  at  a  local  park.  However,  the  most  significant 
single  accomplishment  was  the  creation  of  a  "motel 
survival  kit."  The  kit  contains  information  on  local  food 
programs,  bus  schedules,  recreational  facilities  for 
children,  laundromats,  supermarkets,  drugstores,  and 
health  care  facilities.  A  Council  volunteer  delivers 
each  kit  when  a  family  arrives  at  their  motel.  This  visit 
lends  a  personal  touch  that  public  agencies  often 
cannot  provide,  and  is  intended  to  show  the  family 
that  people  in  the  community  care  about  them.  It  also 
offers  the  volunteer  an  opportunity  to  tell  the  family 
about  services  provided  by  the  Office  for  Children, 
including  the  Help  for  Children  Program. 

In  addition,  because  many  families  come  from  out- 
side the  Everett-Malden-Medford  area,  some  Council 
volunteers  have  worked  with  individual  families  on  a 
one-to-one  basis  by  helping  with  housing  searches 
and  baby-sitting,  or  providing  rides  to  a  doctor's  office 
or  supermarket.  As  a  direct  offshoot  of  this  project, 
the  Council  has  formed  a  clothing  bank,  started  a  toy 
and  book  lending  library,  and  been  instrumental  in 
starting  a  support  group  for  homeless  parents. 


As  the  work  of  the  homeless  committee  has  been  ac- 
knowledged by  other  interested  groups,  the  Council 
has  begun  to  see  some  of  its  activities  taken  over  or 
shared  on  a  public-private  partnership  basis.  The  sup- 
port group,  for  instance,  meets  at  a  local  church.  As 
this  happens,  the  Council  will  move  on  to  identify  and 
tackle  other  problems,  and  to  expand  some  of  the 
services  it  has  started  to  offer. 

For  more  information,  or  for  a  copy  of  the  Tri-city 
Council's  motel  survival  kit,  contact  the  Council  at 
(617)322-7889,  214  Commercial  Street,  Maiden,  MA 
01249. 


TEEN  VIOLENCE: 

A  CITYWIDE  RESPONSE 

Caroline  Ross,  Kay  Walsh, 
Michael  Kozu  and  Tony  Tigno 

An  alarming  number  of  poor,  urban,  black,  white, 
Hispanic  and  Asian  males  are  dying  as  a  result  of 
drug  overdoses,  substance  abuse  related  automobile 
accidents,  suicide  attempts  and  gang  homicides. 
Homicide  has  risen  over  the  past  several  decades  to 
become  the  leading  cause  of  death  for  all  teens  in 
Boston. 

Boston  police  and  youth  workers  say  youth  gangs  in 
the  city  are  becoming  larger  and  more  violent. 
Competing  on  Boston's  streets  are  at  least  19  gangs 
with  over  400  identified  members.  These  11  to  19 
year-olds  carry  loaded  Uzis,  shotguns,  AK7s,  38s  and 
9  mm  handguns. 

Although  many  gangs  are  involved  in  the  drug  trade, 
not  all  violent  incidents  are  gang  or  drug  related,  nor 
is  homicide  and  violence  among  adolescents  gene- 
rally premeditated.  A  typical  homicide  results  from  an 
otherwise  minor  argument  between  two  acquain- 
tances who  may  have  been  using  drugs  or  alcohol 
prior  to  the  incident  and  at  least  one  of  whom  was 
carrying  a  firearm.  According  to  a  Boston  School 
Police  report  on  a  shooting  at  one  of  the  city's  high 
schools,  the  victim  "may  very  well  have  been  a  person 
in  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time  who  had  an 
argument  with  the  wrong  people  over  nothing." 

Although  this  epidemic  of  teen  violence,  gangs  and 
drugs  is  concentrated  in  the  neighborhoods  of 
Roxbury,  Dorchester,  and  Mattapan,  the  crisis  is  not 
confined  to  these  neighborhoods  and  extends  beyond 
Boston  to  other  communities  —  Lynn,  Quincy, 
Chelsea,  Cambridge,  Springfield,  Hyannis,  Plymouth, 
Lawrence  and  Lowell,  to  name  a  few. 
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NEW  PROJECT  TARGETS  JUVENILES 
IN  POLICE  LOCK-UPS 


Lorraine  Patti 

Each  year  thousands  of  Massachusetts  juveniles  are 
detained  in  locked  cells  at  police  departments,  violat- 
ing the  federal  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
Prevention  (JJDP)  Act.  In  response  to  this  problem, 
the  Office  for  Children  (OFC)  has  initiated  a  year  long 
project  called  the  Juvenile  Justice  Partnership  Project 
(JJPP).  The  project  is  funded  by  a  federal  grant 
through  the  Massachusetts  Committee  on  Criminal 
Justice. 

According  to  Deborah  McDonagh,  JJPP  Director, 
"Many  juveniles  are  detained  not  because  of  the 
danger  they  pose  to  the  community,  but  because  their 
families  cannot  be  located.  In  some  cases,  families 
refuse  or  are  unable  to  pick  up  their  child.  Suitable 
places  for  housing  these  adolescents  —  like  shelters 
—  are  not  widely  available  to  police,  especially  in  su- 
burban or  rural  areas.  Our  goal  is  to  help  local  com- 
munities develop  a  range  of  resources  available  to 
police  when  they  detain  a  juvenile." 

In  from  eight  to  twelve  pre-selected  areas  across  the 
state,  JJPP  staff  will  explain  the  requirements  of  the 
federal  statute  to  community  groups  and  discuss  the 
inappropriate  use  of  police  lockups  for  juveniles.  They 
will  establish  community-based  task  forces  composed 
of  local  leaders,  law  enforcement  officials,  probation 
officers,  school  personnel,  and  human  services  pro- 
fessionals, as  well  as  Council  for  Children  representa- 
tives. JJPP  Task  Forces  will  conduct  local  needs 
assessments,  identify  the  frequency  of  inappropriate 
lockups  and  survey  existing  youth  resources.  Task 
Forces  will  write  local  action  plans,  utilizing  or  ex- 
panding existing  resources  and  proposing  new  re- 
sources should  they  be  needed. 

The  Massachusetts  Committee  on  Criminal  Justice 
will  identify  FY'89  federal  funds  to  assist  in  creating 
additional  resources  described  in  target  community 
action  plans.  Policy  or  regulatory  issues  and  restric- 
tions identified  by  local  JJPP  Task  Forces  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  statewide  Juvenile  Justice  Partnership 
Project  Advisory  Group.  If  necessary,  OFC  will  con- 
vene state  agencies  to  sort  out  access  problems  and 
review  existing  policies  and  regulations. 

In  addition  to  this  project,  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  on  Criminal  Justice  will  fund  two  addi- 
tional initiatives  to  eliminate  the  use  of  police  lockups 
for  detaining  juveniles.  The  Crime  and  Justice 
Foundation  will  select  one  pilot  site  for  crisis  interven- 


tion services.  These  services  will  be  provided  by  on- 
call  workers  who  will  assist  in  placing  the  detained 
juvenile.  The  Foundation  has  also  written  a  resource 
manual  for  police.  The  manual  explains  state  and  fe- 
deral statutes  which  pertain  to  pretrial  detention  of 
juveniles,  and  details  resources  available  as  an  al- 
ternative to  lockups.  For  more  information  on  the 
Juvenile  Justice  Partnership  Project,  write  the 
Massachusetts  Office  for  Children,  10  West  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Teen  Violence  (continued  from  p. 3) 

The  five  Metropolitan  Boston  Councils  for  Children 
have  formed  a  coalition  to  organize  parents,  teens 
and  service  providers  to  advocate  for  effective  solu- 
tions. The  goal  of  the  Metro  Boston  Teen  Violence 
Coalition  is  to  prevent  and  reduce  teen  violence  in 
Boston  through  community  and  legislative  advocacy 
on  teen  issues,  community  outreach  and  training, 
neighborhood  support  for  teen  services  and  increased 
awareness  through  public  education  of  the  causes  of 
teen  violence.  The  Coalition  stresses  that  teen 
violence  must  be  addressed  in  a  comprehensive 
multi-service  approach  which  includes  clear  positive 
alternatives  for  teens;  and  that  simply  focusing  on  the 
need  for  punitive  solutions  will  not  eliminate  the  condi- 
tions that  lead  to  violence. 

This  spring,  the  Coalition  testified  at  state  budget 
hearings  to  support  funding  for  the  Commonwealth's 
newly  created  Office  of  Violence  Prevention,  a 
Department  of  Public  Health  program  designed  to 
reach  teenagers  involved  in  violence  at  school,  on  the 
streets,  or  in  the  home.  Coalition  members  have  also 
testified  at  Boston  City  Council  hearings  in  support  of 
a  ban  on  assault  weapons  and  to  argue  against  cut- 
backs in  local  funding  for  community  youth  outreach 
workers  and  recreational  programs.  The  group  is  also 
advocating  for  a  citywide  ordinance  that  would  require 
the  City  of  Boston  to  use  all  assets  confiscated  from 
individuals  involved  in  drug-related  crimes  to  fund 
youth  intervention  and  drug  rehabilitation  programs, 
as  well  as  neighborhood  crime  watch  programs. 

The  Coalition  has  also  approached  local  media  out- 
lets for  help  in  mounting  a  campaign  with  teenagers 
^nd  community  members  to  promote  positive  alterna- 
te c  i  for  adolescents  and  to  raise  money  to  provide 
additional  programs  for  teenagers. 

For  more  information  contact  the  authors  at  OFC's 
Region  VI  office,  150  Causeway  Street,  Room  806, 
Boston,  MA  02114.  (617)727-3298. 
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A  DAY   IN  THE  LIFE 
VITAL   STATISTICS   FOR  CHILDREN'S  ADVOCATES   IN  MASSACHUSETTS 


geographical  population 
area  (1986-a) 


pei sons  per 
squats  mile 
( 1980-a) 


%  children 
0-4  yr.  old 
below  100%* 
federal 
poverty  level 
(1980-b) 


%  children 
0-4  yr.  old 
below  200%+ 
federal 
poverty  level 
(1980-b) 


Massachusetts  5,832,000 


704.0 


15.5% 


33.5% 


Boston 


573,600 


12,400.7 


34.2% 


58.1% 


Brockton  93,870@  4,430.7  21.2%  42.5% 

Cambridge  91,260#        13,350.4  21.4%  43.5% 

Chelsea  25,640  11,719.4  N/A  N/A 


Fall  River 

90,240# 

2,431. 

.0 

24. 

.3% 

54. 

.5% 

Fi tchburg 

39,040 

1,397. 

.1 

25. 

.6% 

47. 

.6% 

Holyoke 

42,000# 

1,954. 

.4 

41. 

.0% 

62. 

.9% 

Lawrence 

63,420# 

9,359. 

.3 

32. 

.6% 

56, 

.5% 

Lowell 

92,880 

6,476. 

.4 

22. 

.3% 

44. 

.3% 

Lynn 

78,560# 

7,000. 

.1 

26. 

.8% 

48. 

.4% 

New  Bedford 

96,450 

4,966. 

.1 

27. 

.2% 

53. 

.9% 

Springfield 

149,410# 

4,604. 

.6 

30. 

.9% 

62, 

.9% 

Worcester 

157,770# 

4,202. 

.6 

25. 

.7% 

47, 

.1% 

*  Families  earning  100%  of  the  federal  poverty  level   ($11,650  for  a 
family  of  four  in  1988)  earned  38%  of  the  state's  median  income  (the 

median  income  for  a  family  of  four  was  $30,552  in  1988).  

+  Families  earning  200%  of  the  federal  poverty  level  ($23,300  for  a 
family  of  four  in  1988)   earned  76%  of  the  state's  median  income  for  a 
family  of  four  in  the  same  period.  

#  Population  expected  to  decrease  by  1995  

@  Population  expected  to  increase  by  more  than  ten  percent  by  1995 


FOOTNOTES : 


a-Edith  R.   Horner,   editor;   MASSACHUSETTS  MUNICIPAL  PROFILES,  1988-89; 
Information  Publications;  Palo  Alto,  California;  1988. 

b-Massachusetts  Caucus  of  Women  Legislators  Task  Force  on  Pregnant  and 
Parenting  Teens;   PREGNANT  AND  PARENTING  TEENAGERS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS; 
Boston,  Massachusetts;  April,   1986;  Table  22. 


TWENTY   SEVEN  PERCENT  OF  OUR  CITIZENS  ARE  CHILDREN 


geographical 
area 

age  0-4 
(1985-c) 

age  5-9 
(1985-c) 

age  10-14 
(1985-c) 

age  15-19 
(1985-c) 

Massachusetts 

373  ,749 

339,332 

376,227 

466,790 

Boston 

41,451 

28,161 

26,978 

39,669 

Brockton 

7,087 

6,578 

7,623 

9,024 

Cambridge 

4  ,455 

3  ,  387 

3,548 

7,263 

Chelsea 

information 

not  available 

Fall  River 

6,022 

6,102 

6,336 

7,037 

Fi tchburg 

information 

not  available 

Holyoke 

3,132 

2,884 

3,119 

3,  456 

Lawrence 

5,  591 

8,756 

4  ,  367 

4,979 

Lowell 

7,641 

6  ,016 

5,  585 

7,713 

Lynn 

5,  554 

4,677 

4,901 

6,050 

New  Bedford 

6,530 

6,199 

6,488 

7  ,789 

Springfield 

11,364 

10,083 

10,506 

13,082 

Worcester 

9,916 

9,054 

9,662 

14,025 

FOOTNOTES : 


c-Department  of  Public  Health;   FFY1989  MA:   TITLE  V  MATERNAL  AND  CHILD 
HEALTH  SERVICES  BLOCK  GRANT:    DESCRIPTION  OF   INTENDED  EXPENDITURES  AND 
STATEMENT  OF  ASSURANCES;   Boston,   Massachusetts;   June,   1988;   Table  3, 
pg.  41. 


CHALLENGES   IN  PUBLIC  EDUCATION 


geographical  #/%  students  1st  ai.-i  2nd  births  per  #/%  children 
area  whose  first       most  common       1,000  women       in  Public 


language 
not 

English 
\ iy o  d— a ) 

is 

primary 

languages 

(ESL) 

/  1  QOC      J  \ 

15-19  yr. 
\ iyo  /  — e  ; 

old  Schools 

receiving 
SP.ED.  services 
(1987-f ) 

Massachusetts 

fi  A     OQfl  /  "7 

t>  4  ,  o y  u/  / 

"7  9- 

bpan/Fo r  l 

o  z  .  u 

135,411/12 

.21% 

Boston 

l d , y 5 0/ Z D 

0  9- 
•  ^  o 

bpan/Lnin 

/I  Q  1 
4  O  .  1 

12,940/21 

.4% 

Brockton 

1      ICQ/  Q 

i , 5 o  y/  o 

"7  9- 

bpan/L . vera 

C  Q  fi 

oy .  d 

1,966/12 

.9% 

Cambr  idge 

1     coo  /in 

±  ,  d y o/ z u 

/I  5- 
.4-8 

opan/rOL t 

1  Q  0 

1  O  .  Z 

1,913/24 

.7% 

Chelsea 

1  ,  DO D/ 4  0 

n  9- 
.  U  -6 

Span/Khme  r 

IN/ A 

726/21 

.8% 

Fall  River 

J  ,  J  4 D/Z  O 

.  U  -6 

r o  r  l/ Knme  r 

fi  ")  "7 
0  Z  .  / 

2,121/17 

.4% 

Fi  tchburg 

/I  Q  A  /1  1 
4  O  H/  1  1 

1  9- 
.1-8 

Span/Lao 

JJ.O 

834/18 

.5% 

Holyoke 

*j    m  /■jo 
Z , 5  Z A/ 5 5 

Q  9- 
.  O  -8 

Span/Khmer 

11/1  "7 
114./ 

1,2  3  2/  N/A 

Lawrence 

4  , DlD/4y 

opan/vlcL 

111  A 
ill  .  1 

1 ,455/14 

.9% 

Lowell 

2,750/22 

•  O  o 

Span/Khme  r 

75.2 

1,703/13 

.  3% 

Lynn 

904/  8 

.1% 

Span/Khme  r 

71 .  5 

1,623/14 

.7% 

New  Bedford 

4 , 015/28 

.1% 

Port/Span 

72.5 

2,912/19 

.9% 

Springfield 

4,238/18 

.7% 

Span/Port 

81.6 

2,979/13 

.1% 

Worcester 

2,445/12 

.4% 

Span/Viet 

57.2 

3,621/18 

.0% 

FOOTNOTES: 


d-Senate  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means;  GATEWAY  CITIES:  SHOCK  ABSORBERS 
FOR  UNITED  STATES  FOREIGN  POLICY,  A  REPORT  OF  THE  SENATE  COMMITTEE  ON 
WAYS  AND  MEANS  ON  THE  NEED  FOR  STATE  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  GATEWAY  CITIES; 
Boston,   Massachusetts;   May,    1986;   Table  B. 

e-Bureau  of  Health  Statistics,   Research  and  Evaluation,   Department  of 
Public  Health;  ADVANCE  DATA:   BIRTHS  1987;   Boston,  Massachusetts; 
December,   1988;   Table  7,   pg.  21. 

f-Bureau  of  Data  Collection  and  Reporting,  Department  of  Education; 
SCHOOL  SYSTEM  SUMMARY  REPORT;  Boston,  Massachusetts;  October,  1987; 
Table  5c,  All  Special  Education  Students  Summary. 


VIOLENCE  AND  DEATH  AT  AN  EARLY  AGE 


geographical     1987  infant      child  (0-19)  cases  of  sexual  abuse 

area  mortality  death  rate  child  abuse/    as  %  of  total 

rate   (per  (per  100,000)  neglect  cases  in  1987-i 

1,000  live         5  yr.  average  in  1987-i 

births-e)  rate 

(1980-84-h) 


Massachusetts 

7  . 2 

78 

.  0 

17 , 399 

15% 

Boston 

11.9 

110 

.69 

3  ,711 
( regional  # ) 

9% 

Brockton 

10.4 

96 

.22 

1 ,049 

16% 

Cambridge 

8  .  2 

73 

.25 

409 

(w/  Somerville) 

17% 

Chelsea 

N/A 

82 

.99 

N/A 

N/A 

Fall  River 

5.0 

75 

.  36 

509 

14% 

Fitchburg 

7  .  4 

94 

.66 

366 

21% 

Holyoke 

10.0 

132 

.55 

909 

(w/  Chicopee) 

13% 

Lawrence 

12.5 

113 

.14 

652 

7% 

Lowell 

6.5 

101 

.83 

719 

13% 

Lynn 

9.9 

95 

.35 

899 

10% 

New  Bedford 

5.8 

93 

.  28 

616 

20% 

Springfield 

7  .  2 

113 

.27 

1,059 

15% 

Worcester 

7.9 

94 

.  77 

664 

19% 

FOOTNOTES: 

e-ADVANCE  DATA:    BIRTHS   1987;    op  cit. 

h-Ilana    Lescohier   et   al;    STAYING  ALIVE ...  PREVENTING  CHILD  DEATH:  THE 
MASSACHUSETTS  CHILD  DEATH  STUDY;   Depar^^ent  of  Public  Health,   Bureau  of 
Parent,   Child  and  Adolescent  Health;   Bos'^n,   Massachusetts;  December, 
1988;  Appendix  D. 

i-Antone   C.    Felix    III;    CHILD  ABUSE/NEGLECT  STATISTICS:    JANUARY  1- 
DECEMBER  31,   1987;   Department  of  Social  Services,   Research,  Evaluation, 
and  Planning  Unit;   Boston,   Massachusetts,  April,   1988;   Table  7. 


ADHD  NETWORK  GROWS 


Suzanne  Black,  Lucretia  Hudzinski 

Attention  Deficit  Hyperactive  Disorder  (ADHD)  is  a 
neurological  disorder.  Children  with  ADHD  have  short 
attention  spans,  are  generally  impulsive  and  may  also 
be  hyperactive.  They  are  frequently  in  trouble  at  home 
and  at  school  and  often  have  low  self-esteem. 
Usually,  these  children  are  not  diagnosed  early  and 
many  times  are  misdiagnosed.  Service  plans  are 
often  inappropriate  or  unattainable  because  re- 
sources and  trained  professionals  are  lacking. 

In  OFC's  Fall  River  area,  the  agency's  Child 
Advocate,  Cynthia  Farnum,  saw  many  ADHD  children 
in  her  caseload  and  encouraged  Community 
Representative  Suzanne  Black  to  help  these  parents 
form  a  local  support  group.  In  Attleboro,  Human 
Services  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts  contacted 
Community  Representative  Lucretia  Hudzinski  for 
assistance  in  forming  a  group.  Both  of  these  groups 
originally  operated  as  part  of  their  local  Councils  for 
Children  and  continue  to  meet  monthly.  This  spring, 
the  groups  became  part  of  "ad  •  in",  joining  the 
Massachusetts  chapters  of  a  nationwide  parents'  or- 
ganization, the  Attention  Deficit  Information  Network. 
In  recent  weeks,  the  Attleboro  group  helped  a  new 
group  organize  in  Bristol,  R.I. 

It  was  alarming  to  find  standing  room  only  at  these 
meetings.  One  woman  drove  three  hours  to  find  out 
how  she  could  help  her  son  and  what  services  were 
available  to  her.  She  found  support  and  understand- 
ing, as  well  as  several  support  groups  located  only 
one  hour  from  her  home.  The  leaders  in  each  group 
are  available  to  parents  who  are  in  need  of  a  com- 
passionate ear  or  help  with  advocating  for  services. 

Carolyn  Gagne,  a  member  of  the  Fall  River  ADHD 
group,  says  the  lack  of  respite  care  and  medical 
coverage  present  significant  problems  for  parents  of 
ADHD  children.  She  also  feels  that  the  testing  done 
by  public  schools  is  limited  and  sometimes  inade- 
quate. For  these  reasons,  she  says  parents  look  to 
the  community  for  professionals  who  are  experts  in 
ADHD.  Gagne  also  sees  a  need  for  more  resource 
materials,  in-service  training  sessions  in  schools,  and 
training  for  individuals  who  run  recreational  and  camp 
facilities. 

Last  Autumn,  the  Fall  River  and  Attleboro  Councils 

jointly  sponsored  an  ADHD  Conference  in  Fall  River. 
Over  500  individuals  participated.  Among  them  were 
teachers,  physicians,  psychiatrists  and  parents  who 
came  to  hear  a  panel  of  experts  discuss  medication, 
behavior  modification,  advocacy  and  how  to  form 
local  support  groups. 


Both  the  Fall  River  and  Attleboro  groups  have  deve- 
loped brochures  that  are  circulated  in  libraries,  city 
and  town  halls,  physicians  offices  and  local  human 
service  agencies.  One  woman  found  her  way  to  a 
meeting  because  her  son  picked  up  a  brochure,  re- 
cognized himself,  and  knew  his  mother  was  looking 
for  help  and  a  way  to  understand  him. 

The  first  National  Conference  on  ADHD  was  held  on 
Saturday,  May  6,  1989,  at  the  Sheraton  in  Plymouth. 
The  meeting  drew  a  full  house  of  400  people,  with 
many  turned  away  for  lack  of  space. 

Over  the  past  two  years,  other  groups  have  conti- 
nuedto  form  throughout  the  state  and  a  statewide  net- 
work is  coalescing.  Massachusetts  network  members 
are  compiling  a  listing  of  existing  support  groups.  So 
far,  about  30  groups  are  know  to  be  operating  throug- 
hout Massachusetts.  If  your  local  group  is  not  listed 
yet,  please  call  ad  •  in  at  (508)746-3959.  There  is  a 
small  membership  fee  to  have  a  group  listed.  A  sup- 
port group  in  Plymouth  has  a  newsletter  and  a  manual 
on  how  to  start  a  local  group.  The  manual  is  also 
available  at  a  nominal  fee.  In  addition,  the  Attleboro 
and  Fall  River  groups  have  compiled  a  library  of  ar- 
ticles, newsletters  and  resource  listings  on  ADHD 
from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York. 

For  more  information  on  ADHD  or  organizing  new 
groups,  getting  speakers,  and  identifying  other  re- 
sources, call  Suzanne  Black  at  (508)675-0588  or 
Lucretia  Hudzinski  at  (508)226-2336. 

THE  FAMILY  POLICY  WORKING  GROUP: 
"A  CALL  TO  ACTION" 

Deanne  Bonnar 

Family  networks  are  society's  oldest  and  most 
widespread  system  for  nurturing  children.  In  fact,  they 
r.re  the  context  in  which  most  people  both  experience 
and  provide  care  and  intimacy.  In  spite  of  their  crucial 
importance  to  society,  family  systems  have  been 
seriously  neglected  and  in  some  cases  even  abused 
by  social  policy  in  the  United  States. 

In  addition,  changing  economic  forces,  demographic 
patterns,  ethnic  traditions,  and  belief  systems  are 
radically  changing  the  conditions  under  which  families 
function.  However,  despite  these  changing  condi- 
tions, we  continue  to  expect  families  to  provide 
rvmary  care  for  children,  frail  elders,  and  many  di- 
sabled adults,  as  well  as  a  nurturing  environment  for 
most  healthy  adults.  Families  also  represent  the 
major  financial  resource  for  who  are  not  or  have  not 
been  employed. 
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Family  Policy  (continued  from  p. 5) 


These  high  expectations  and  demands  on  families 
coupled  with  little  social  support  are  on  a  rapidly  col- 
liding course.  The  fallout  is  already  being  seen  and 
experienced  by  many.  Adults  in  families  work  longer 
hours  now  than  they  did  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  As 
hours  of  paid  and  unpaid  labor  increase,  the  strains 
on  hurried,  worried  and  sometimes  desperate  parents 
are  reflected  in  the  hurried,  worried  children  of  some 
families  or  the  neglected,  abused  or  low  achieving 
children  of  others.  Many  families  are  caring  for  ex- 
tremely ill  people  who  are  discharged  from  hospitals 
to  contain  rising  health  care  costs,  and  70  year  old 
women  are  caring  for  90  year  old  parents  as  people 
live  longer. 

It  was  first  hand  knowledge  of  these  problems  that 
attracted  a  wide  range  of  policy  makers  and  advo- 
cates for  children,  the  elderly,  health  care,  housing, 
gay  and  lesbian  rights,  economic  justice,  tax  reform 
and  dependent  care  leave  to  a  conference  last  year. 
Called  Working  Towards  a  Progressive  Family 
Policy  in  Massachusetts,  the  conference  generated 
a  commitment  to  explore  ways  of  bringing  all  these 
agendas  together  under  an  umbrella  of  progressive 
family  policy.  A  temporary  steering  committee  met  for 
the  next  six  months  to  examine  issues  raised  at  the 
conference,  explore  options  and  write  a  report  for 
those  who  had  attended  the  conference.  That  report, 
"A  Call  to  Action:  Family  Policy  in 
Massachusetts",  was  presented  in  a  follow-up  work- 
ing conference  in  late  October. 

The  report  outlines  the  changes  and  problems 
American  families  are  facing,  and  the  failure  of  social 
policy  in  the  United  States  to  address  these  issues.  It 
also  describes  some  of  the  family  policies  currently  in 
place  in  other  countries  and  recommended  two  lines 
of  action  for  creating  a  family  policy  in 
Massachusetts. 

One  approach  involves  mounting  a  well  thought  out 
education  campaign.  The  purpose  of  the  campaign  is 
to  help  families  understand  that  their  problems  are 
not  simply  private  matters;  and  to  expand  awareness 
of  the  diversity  of  family  forms  and  the  variety  of  sup- 
ports that  have  been  established  in  almost  all  other 
industrialized  nations  to  assist  families  with  their  eco- 
nomic and  caregiving  responsibilities.  This  dual  pur- 
pose campaign  will  expand  the  public's  awareness  of 
what  societies  can  do  to  support  families  and  in- 
crease its  understanding  of  what  people  in  families 
need  to  function  effectively. 


The  second  approach  involves  pushing  forward  a  le- 
gislative agenda.  Most  currently  proposed  legislation 
does  not  go  far  enough  to  adequately  support  fa- 
milies. However,  the  group  determined  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  push  for  gains  we  can  make  for  families 
now  while  upholding  goals  that  would  bring  about 
more  far  reaching  results.  The  recommended  legisla- 
tive package  includes: 

•  Universal  child  care 

•  Caregiving  leave 

•  Universal  health  care 

•  Progressive  tax  reform 

•  Pay  equity 

•  Guaranteed  income/family  allowance 

•  Affirmative  Action 

•  Thirty  hour  work  week 

•  Reproductive  rights 

There  are  many  issues  not  included  in  this  initial  cut 
which  are  also  part  of  a  progressive  family  policy. 
While  not  comprehensive,  the  package  is  a  begin- 
ning. It  is  hoped  that  it  will  attract  a  diverse  coalition 
of  advocates  and  supporters,  and  over  the  next  few 
years  expand  to  include  new  legislative  proposals 
written  to  meet  the  need  of  families. 

The  family  policy  working  group  meets  regularly  in 
three  subgroups,  a  central  steering  committee,  a  le- 
gislative committee  and  an  education  committee.  The 
steering  committee  is  pursuing  a  fundraising  agenda, 
the  possibility  of  part  time  staff,  and  establishing  a 
home  base.  Both  the  education  and  legislative  com- 
mittees are  working  on  immediate  and  long  range 
goals.  Organizations  and  individuals  are  welcome  to 
join  any  of  the  committees.  Call  Deanne  Bonnar, 
OFC's  Region  VI  Office,  150  Causeway  Street  in 
Boston  727-8898,  at  (617)727-8898  for  further 
information. 
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OFC  INITIATES  FIRST  IN  U.S. 
4   CERTIFICATION  PROGRAM 

Janet  Hookailo 

At  a  State  House  press  conference  on  July  6,  OFC 
unveiled  the  nation's  first  certification  program  'or 
child  care  workers. 

"Our  children  deserve  the  best  child  care  we  can 
deliver,"  said  Secretary  of  Human  Services  Philip  W. 
Johnston  in  remarks  to  more  than  100  spectators, 
including  40  child  care  teachers  and  directors  who 
were  among  the  first  to  receive  the  state-issued  quali- 
fication certificates.  "Without  reliable  child  care, 
parents  can't  hold  a  steady  job  and  support  their  fa- 
milies with  dignity.  Today,  the  majority  of  our  children 
attend  some  type  of  child  care  program.  Experienced 
teachers  who  understand  how  children  learn  and 
develop  are  the  key  to  providing  good  care  and  help- 
ing children  get  the  start  they  need  to  do  well  in 
school  and  the  workforce.  By  investing  in  the  child 
care  profession  today,  we  can  ensure  a  skilled  work- 
force for  the  future." 

0  Acting  as  master  of  ceremonies,  OFC  Commissioner 
Mary  Kay  Leonard  —  ably  assisted  by  children  from 
Escuelita  Agueybana  —  presented  a  poster-sized  cer- 

*  tificate  to  teachers  from  this  bilingual  bicultural 
Dorchester  Program.  "This  is  the  nation's  first  state- 
sponsored  teacher  certification  program,"  said 
Leonard.  "It  will  help  us  make  sure  that  people  who 
work  in  day  care  centers  have  the  right  training  and 
job  experience.  At  the  same  time,  we  will  help  create 
a  professional  identity  for  child  care  workers  and  sim- 
plify the  hiring  process  for  center  director  and  person- 
nel managers." 

There  are  just  over  2,000  licensed  child  care  centers, 
employing  an  average  of  10  staff  each,  in 
Massachusetts.  Some  centers  have  reported  annual 
staff  turnover  rates  of  45  percent.  Coupled  with 
OFC's  Day  Care  Training  Program,  the  certification 
program  will  help  ease  this  hiring  crunch  by  in- 
creasing the  availability  of  trained  child  care 
professionals. 

For  more  information  on  OFC's  certification  pro- 
gram,contact  Mary  Jo  Welch  at  the  agency's  Central 
Office  in  Boston,  (617)727-8900. 


COUNCIL  SHORTS 
Jan  Anderson 

Congratulations  to  the  Plymouth  Council  for 
Children  for  its  work  in  documenting  the  transporta- 
tion needs  of  local  children  between  their  schools  and 
child  care  programs.  This  caused  the  town  of 
Plymouth  to  adopt  Chapter  767,  the  state's  school- 
age  transportation  law,  at  an  April  1,  1989,  town 
meeting  by  a  vote  of  91  to  3.  This  means  the  town  will 
transport  school-age  children  to  or  from  school  to 
their  child  care  provider. 

In  May,  more  than  200  people  attended  a  North 
Shore  Council  for  Children  Child  Abuse  Conference 
at  which  50  people  were  turned  away.  Providers  in- 
cluding police,  schools  and  human  service  agencies 
heard  speakers  such  as  Dr.  Eli  Newburger  of 
Children's  Hospital  in  Boston  and  Senator  Fred  Berry. 
Attendees  learned  about  the  history  of  child  abuse, 
mandated  reporters'  responsibilities,  preventing  mal- 
treatment of  children,  and  the  legislative  perspective. 

The  Chelsea-Revere-Winthrop  and  Capitol 
Councils  for  Children  sponsored  a  hearing  on  com- 
munity issues  for  local  residents.  Citizens  testified 
before  area  legislators  from  both  state  and  city 
government  on  issues  such  as  affordable  housing,  tax 
reform,  nutrition,  and  day  care. 

To  kick  off  National  Child  Abuse  Prevention  Month, 
the  Greater  Worcester  Council  for  Children  and  the 
local  Sexual  Abuse  Prevention  Task  Force  cospon- 
sored  Worcester  Child  Abuse  Prevention  Day.  Due  to 
rainy  weather  on  April  3,  the  event  moved  indoors  at 
City  Hall,  where  Mayor  Gordon  Levy  and  others  ad- 
dressed a  full  house. 

The  Coastline  Council  for  Children  sponsored  a 
successful  legislative  breakfast  with  an  attendance  of 
150  persons.  With  a  focus  on  the  Children's  Survival 
Budget,  speakers  included  a  foster  father  who  talked 
about  his  foster  children's  success  stories  and  bar- 
riers to  foster  parenting  reflected  in  the  budget. 

During  the  1988-1989  school  year,  a  child  abuse  pre- 
vention curriculum  was  implemented  in  56  classrooms 
within  the  Stoneham  school  system  through  the  work 
of  the  Eastern  Middlesex  Council  for  Children. 
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The  Cape  Cod  and  the  Islands  Council  for 
Children,  in  conjunction  with  Martha's  Vineyard 
Community  Services,  published  a  needs  assessment 
on  child  care  for  special  needs  children.  The 
Department  of  Mental  Retardation  funded  the  survey. 
A  press  conference  featuring  parents  and  their  stories 
will  be  scheduled  to  officially  release  the  report  and 
the  groups'  recommendations. 

The  Tri-City  Council  for  Children  produced  a  40- 
minute  video  tape  on  how  substance  abuse  affects 
children.  Entitled  "Nothing  is  Wrong  in  my  House", 
the  video  features  two  separate  stories  that  focus  on 
the  child's  experience.  It  is  being  promoted  for  use  in 
schools  to  help  children  identify  alcohol  abuse  in  the 
family  and  learn  how  to  get  help. 


From  January  through  May  of  1989,  the  Fall  River 
Council  for  Children  held  a  series  of  five  workshops 
for  teens  to  provide  an  open  forum  on  teen  issues. 
Topics  included  celebrating  diversities,  AIDS,  sub- 
stance abuse,  adolescent  sexuality,  and  depression. 
An  average  of  50  to  75  teens  attended  each  after 
school  session. 

COUNCIL  SHORTS  is  compiled  from  Council  newslet- 
ters and  local  newspaper  clippings  collected  centrally 
by  the  Communications  Office  and  the  Community 
Development  Program.  If  the  author  has  inadvertently 
missed  a  noteworthy  accomplishment,  please  let  us 
know.  Short  items  for  this  column  are  gratefully  ac- 
cepted at  any  time,  as  are  articles.  Forward  sub- 
missions to:  The  Editor,  OFC  Newsletter,  Office  for 
Chiidren,  10  West  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


The  OFC  Newsletter  is  published  on  a  regular  basis. 
Submissions  are  encouraged  and  should  be  sent  to: 

Janet  Hookailo,  Editor 

Office  for  Children 

10  West  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02111 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Office  for  Children, 10  West  St. .Boston, MA  02111 


Michael  S.  Dukakis 
Governor 


Philip  W.  Johnston 
Secretary  of  Human  Services 


Mary  Kay  Leonard 
Commissioner 


